The Peace Messenger
Peace Lutheran Church
2090 Commerce Drive
North Mankato MN 56003

Worship Schedule
Sundays 8:15 & 10:45 a.m.
Serving Peace
Pastor Tim Hartwig
Cell – 507-382-6826
pastorhartwig@gmail.com
Pastor Matt Moldstad
Cell – 507-382-0045
pastormoldstad@gmail.com
Office - Karen Wold
Phone – 507-385-1386
karen@peacemankato.com
Church Council
President:
Eric Woller
Vice President:
Eric Halvorson
Secretary:
Greg Miller
Spiritual Leadership:
Jeff Huber
Christian Education:
Joel Kom
Property Management:
Jesse Wolff
Stewardship:
Sergio Salgado
Gospel Outreach:
Jon Stadler
Jesus’ Lambs Preschool
Joslyn Moldstad – 507-385-7752
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com
Crossed - Youth Group
www.peacemankato.org/crossed
crossedyouth@gmail.com

Special Interest Dates
4th,11th,18th Advent Supper5:15p
Advent Service 6:30p
5th
Women’s Party 6p
7th Cleaning/Maintenance Day 8a
12th
Youth Group Ski Night 4p
13th
PreK Christmas prog. 6:30p
15th SS Christmas Program 10:45a
24th Christmas Eve 4:30 & 6:30p
25th
Christmas Day 9a
31st New Year’s Eve Service 6:30p
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God’s Word Shines Forth His Light
“We also have the completely
reliable prophetic word. You do
well to pay attention to it, as to a
lamp shining in a dark place, until
the day dawns and the Morning
Star rises in your hearts.” – 2 Peter
1:19
The darkness of winter has set in.
Have you felt it affecting you? In the
north, you can expect fewer than 9
hours of light each day this month.
Southern states aren’t even that
much better.
Eventually, the
darkness can drag you down. You
can feel lethargic, lonely, and
disheartened.
But even in this
darkest month of the year, there is a
sliver of hope. On December 23rd, the
days start getting longer. Now, it’s
only a few more seconds of daylight
than the day before, but it is indeed
more. The next day a few more
seconds are added and very slowly,
the days begin to lengthen. It’s such a
small change that you might not even
notice it, but even small things can
make all the difference.
On the 25th of December we celebrate
another event that brought much
needed light into our world. It was
such a small change that not many
people noticed it then either. It
seemed so simple, so ordinary at the
time, but we know that this thing that
seemed so small has made all the
difference. A baby has been born to
you. He is Christ, the Lord.
The joy over this birth is so much
more than the normal joy when a
baby is born. This baby had been
expected for a very long time.
Prophets had given hope to
generations before His birth by
telling everyone who this baby would

be and what He would accomplish.
The He would carry the darkness of
their sin on Himself and atone for it.
That He would be their Savior and
Messiah.
God led the Wise Men to this Savior by
a light in the sky and He leads us to that

same Savior through His Word. Our
light doesn’t stop above Bethlehem, it
leads us to Nazareth, to Cana, to
Capernaum, and ultimately, to
Golgotha. It leads us to the foot of the
cross where our Savior died
innocently. It leads us to the open
tomb where our Savior rose from the
dead. It leads us to point our eyes
above. To spend our life standing in
the light, waiting with hopeful,
confident hearts. Longing for the time
when we see the day dawning, and the
morning star rising - when we see that
same Savior returning in the
brightness of His glory.
This Christmas, we give thanks to God
who has called us out the darkness and
into the wonderful light of His Word,
the light of faith, the light of hope, the
light of peace! Such a small difference,
the birth of a single child, has made all
the difference in the world.
- Board for Home Outreach

Our Mission
The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one
another in love and fellowship; and to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

We Need Your Help!
Funeral Committee: Would you like to be part of a committee that provides support to families who have just
experienced the loss of a loved one? Peace is putting together a funeral committee that will help with the
luncheon (meal) held at church. The committee volunteers help with set-up, serving and clean-up, allowing the
family to share a meal while visiting with guests and remembering their loved one. If you are on the volunteer
list, you will receive an email (or phone call if you prefer) asking if you are available. You are under no obligation
to help each time, you agree to work when you can. The time commitment is generally three hours, but can
vary depending on the time or size of the funeral. If you are willing to help, please contact Karen at
karen@peacemankato.com or call 507-385-1386.

Just a reminder of the option you have of using “electronic giving” for making
your regular church offerings or special fund offerings. Contributions can be
debited automatically from your checking or savings account or processed using
your debit or credit card (Peace is charged a larger percentage of your donation).
The electronic giving program offers convenience for you and much needed
donation consistency for our congregation.
If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare
52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, this
program will allow your weekly offerings to continue in an uninterrupted basis.
You can set it up yourself by going to our website, www.peacemankato.com, click the “Online Giving” box
and put in your information. You choose how often you donate (weekly, monthly, certain date(s), etc.).

The following was taken from
‘Martin Luther’s Little Instruction Book’:

A HEALTHY FEAR
“Being afraid of God is different from fearing
God. The fear of God is a fruit of love, but
being afraid of Him is the seed of hatred.”
†

†

†

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge; but fools despise wisdom and
instruction.” Proverbs 1:7

Are you unable to care for your feet?
Your church home is offering a service to
help you care for your feet and toenails.
By appointment, a registered nurse, using sanitary
equipment, will soak and wash your feet, trim
toenails, and finish with a lotion foot massage. If the
nurse feels further medical attention is needed, she
may suggest an appointment with your health care
provider. This service is free; however, donations will
be accepted to go to a church cause.
For more information, or to set up an appointment,
please call Amy Jo Reiner at 507-340-2061.

Serving the month of December:
8th

Altar/Communion preparation
Kristie Harding & Kristen Hermanson
Terri, Jessica, Hannah Fries & Mike Madson

22nd
31st Tom/Connie Schulz & Keith/Joni Wiederhoeft
Communion Assistants
8:15am
10:45am
Jason DeWitt
Doyle Holbird
8th
Paul Fries
Greg Vandermause
Greg Miller
August Jeske
22nd
Bob Paulsen
Rob Pipal
Ushers
8:15am
10:45am
Austin Olsen
Rick Brennhofer
1st Todd Olsen
Will Brueske
Bob Paulsen
4th 6:30PM
Rob Paulsen
Tim Paulsen
Al Clennon
Ben
Petzel
Terry Field
8th Matt Riehl
Lucas Fricke
Josh Ringen
Adie Harstad
Pete Schuch
11th 6:30PM
Tom Schulz
Nick Peters
Chris Harstad
15th Keith Wiederhoeft Dan Holz
Ron Lorensberg
18th 6:30PM
Derick Lyngholm
Paul Bunkowske
Richie Kammer
Nick
Peters
Devin Krienke
22nd Philip Wels
Mike Madson
Eric Woller
Kory Meyers
4:30PM
6:30PM
th
TBD
John Moldstad
24
TBD
Matt Wiechmann
Brandon Evers
25th 6:30PM
John Gunderson
Isaiah Allen
Rob Pipal
29th Josh Allen
Sergio Salgado
Scott Pithan
Ethan Pithan
31st 6:30PM
Cody Pithan
Jordan Smith
Counters
st
1 Sunday: Mike Madson & Todd Olsen
2nd Sunday: Phil Novak & Marilyn Paulsen
3rd Sunday: Chris Harstad & Brian Koch
4th Sunday: Matt Riehl & Jon Stadler
5th Sunday: Ernie Geistfeld & Karen Wold

Happy
Birthday!
Brecken Smith
10 years old
Carly Smith
10 years old
Lucia Lemke
8 years old
Caroline Chopp
4 years old
Raegan Tiegs
11 years old
Riayne Tiegs
5 years old
Van Vandermause
1 years old
Carl Kom
13 years old
Kysen Kletschka
3 years old
Caleb Moldstad
12 years old
Jordan Donahue
15 years old
Maria Harstad
7 years old
Corynn Beitlich
2 years old
Cora Jones
10 years old
Margaret Kohls
7 years old
Hallie Agenten
4 years old
Whitney Michaletz
5 years old
Also – Joel Brude, Sarah Henry, Sarah Jones,
Alison Wierschke, Todd Olsen,
Erik Hermanson, Rita Kollmann,
Joanna Bindert, Joshua Moldstad,
Abigail Smith, William Hough,
Nicholas Lilienthal, Kristen Lukasek,
Jami DeVos, Caleb Heartbird, Julie Kjeer,
Derek Harstad, Ethan Pithan,
Laura Harstad, Rob Pipal, Karen Loe,
Chris Merritt, Hannah Fries, Bob Geving.
May the Lord bless you,
today and always.

December Anniversaries:
Ted & Cristen Manthe
David & Justine Schrader
Craig & Jessica Smith
Nick & Hillary Chopp
Matt & Joni Moldstad
Eric & Denice Woller
Larry & Stephanie Wentzlaff
Jon & Madeline Kammerer
Tom & Cindy Chopp
John & Hannah Spivey
Aaron & Carrie Urke
Jeff & Tina Kotulski

12/01/02
12/03/05
12/07/13
12/13/08
12/17/04
12/19/98
12/20/75
12/23/16
12/27/80
12/28/13
12/29/84
12/30/86

17 years
14 years
6 years
11 years
15 years
21 years
44 years
3 years
39 years
6 years
35 years
33 years

Congratulations! May the Lord continue to bless you,
and may your Christian marriage serve as an
inspiration to others.

Jesus Lambs at Peace Preschool is thankful for our new student, Madelyn Laird, daughter of Jessica and
Matthew Laird. We now have a total of 49 preschoolers, filling 51 spots. At Thanksgiving time, we give
thanks to God also for our preschool. We especially thank our parents for bringing their child to hear
about Jesus, their Savior.
Our Puffin Pastry Fundraiser ended November 27th and orders will be dropped off on Wednesday,
December 11th at about 10:45 a.m. If you would like to pick up your order at this time, the boxes will
be set right outside the side front door. We thank everyone who participated in this fundraiser and/
or gave a donation to the preschool. We would like to use the profits for supplies and learning games
for the children.

Our preschool children have been listening to the Bible stories of Moses. They learned how God
provided quail and manna to feed God’s people and gave the 10 Commandments on Mt. Sinai . The
children heard about the account of Joshua, the battle of Jericho and Samuel. These Bible stories never
get old and point to Jesus, our Savior, who kept God’s law in our place, died on the cross as a punishment
for our sin and then rose again from the dead, showing one day we too shall rise from the dead into the
glory of heaven. At playtime, one of our preschoolers’ favorite things to do, is to pretend with the Bible
story flannel board, retelling the Word of God.
With our Thanksgiving theme, we have been talking about the healthy bodies God has given to us. We
talked about needing good food, sleep, care of our teeth, check-ups at the doctor and exercise as ways
to keep our body healthy. The M/W/F children attended a field trip of exercise to K&G Gymnastics and
experienced firsthand that exercise is not only good, but is also a lot of fun! Many thanks to all of you
who could drive and chaperone!
Our Preschool Christmas Program will be Friday, December 13th at 6:30 p.m. and we hope you will be
able to join us. There will be a light lunch with fellowship after the service. If you need information
concerning our Christ-centered preschool, please call Joslyn at 385-7752.
M/W/F MORNING CLASS

The BLC business girls helped us make
Thanksgiving turkey puppets!

T/TH CLASS

We made American Indian-headdresses
and practiced shapes as well!

More Preschool Pictures!!
Some pictures from the Harvest Festival:
T/TH Class
M/W/F AM Class

M/W/F PM Class with Firefighter Morgan

M/W/F AM Class

Gymnastics Fieldtrip

M/W/F PM Class

Seventeen members from Peace participated in the October 26th Mission Rally along with members from
ten other ELS congregations in southern Minnesota. Presentations were made by Rebecca DeGarmeaux
about pioneer missionary’s wives; by Adie Harstad, Mike Madson, Terry Schultz, and Tony Cordes about
the Apache hymnal project. Larry Wentzlaff and Tom Heyn also spoke about home and world mission
outreach work in the ELS. The $800 raised at Peace’s October bake sale was a part of the $6,132 that was
distributed for mission work. The next mission rally will be held October 24, 2020, at Mt. Olive. Thank you
to all who helped make the day a great success!

HOLIDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
MIDWEEK ADVENT VESPERS
WEDNESDAYS, 6:30PM

“CHRISTMAS CLUES”

12/4

12/11

12/18

5:15-6:15PM
6:30PM

Advent Supper
Genesis 3:1-15

that answer Why?

5:15-6:15PM
6:30PM

Advent Supper
Isaiah 9:6-7

that answer Who?

5:15-6:15PM
6:30PM

Advent Supper
Micah 5:2-5

that answer Where?

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

Divine Service
4:30 & 6:30pm

Divine Service
9:00am

New Year’s Eve
Divine Service
with Holy Communion
6:30pm

Please note: there will be TWO candlelight worship services on Christmas Eve this year.

To watch our service live, go to:
www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming
or our Facebook page. The service will
start automatically when it is live (8:15AM
regular service).
For recorded services, go to:
www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you
can choose which service you wish to
watch. We are currently only streaming
and recording during the 8:15 service.

Upcoming Events:
Help Decorate the Church for the Holidays – As we approach the Christmas season
there is an opportunity to help decorate our sanctuary and building (lots of space to
decorate!) on Saturday, November 30th, at 8am. All are welcome to help. Please email
pastormoldstad@gmail.com if you have any questions. This is a wonderfully fun fellowship
opportunity!
Ugly Sweater Party - All women of our congregation are invited to an Ugly Sweater Christmas
Party on Thursday, December 5th, from 6-8:30pm. This will be a wonderful time for us to enjoy
fellowship, a short devotion by Pastor Moldstad, and fun! We will also be putting together the
treat bags for our Children's Christmas Program. So put on your ugliest Christmas sweater (there
will be prizes for the best), bring a friend or two, and a side dish to share for the meal! The main
course of carnitas will be provided. We would love to know how many to plan for, so please sign up on the
bulletin board in the church narthex. If you have any questions, please contact Joni.Moldstad@blc.edu.
Cleaning and Maintenance Day – Saturday, December 7, Groups 1, 2, 5 and 6 are asked to
help with cleaning and needed maintenance. This will be from 8-10 a.m. If everyone came, we
could finish in less than two hours – if you have children that are able to help, please have them
come along. Things we want to accomplish: Maintenance tasks include 1) Winterizing, and
2) Adjusting the partition walls for the Sunday School rooms. Please bring open end wrenches, and phillips and
flat head screwdrivers for this task. 3) Organizing the basement. Cleaning only inside the building. Things to
bring with you: dust cloths, rags, buckets, vacuum cleaner, extended handle dusters, 6 ft. ladders and step stools.
12/13

6:30PM

12/15

8:15AM
10:45AM

Preschool Children’s Christmas Program
Divine Service
Sunday School Children’s Christmas Program

All children who play an instrument are invited to play pre-service music for the Sunday
School Children’s Christmas Program on December 15th at 10:45am. Please email Laura Harstad at
musik23@hotmail.com no later than December 8th with the name of the child, instrument, and title
of Christmas song they would like to play. Thank you!
Youth Ski Trip – All Peace Youth from 7th to 12th grade are invited out to Mt. Kato on
Thursday, December 12th, from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m., for downhill skiing or snowboarding. The
prices are $10 for the lift ticket, $10 for ski/board rentals, $4 for helmet rental, and $4 for
lessons. We are planning to meet by the ticket booth at Mt. Kato at 4 p.m. Please sign-up
on the bulletin board above the drinking fountain no later than December 8th, if you are interested. Contact
Pastor Moldstad if you have any questions: pastormoldstad@gmail.com.
Needed – people willing to transport Sudanese to or from Peace for our Sudanese services.
Please contact Pastor Moldstad for more information - pastormoldstad@gmail.com.
Needed – Used winter coats, boots, hats, mittens, snow pants to be given to Sudanese families
connected with Peace. Adult and child sizes. Drop items off in church office. Please contact Pastor
Moldstad for more information – pastormoldstad@gmail.com.
Do you shop on Amazon? An easy way to generate donations to Peace yearround is to go to smile.amazon.com and choose to support Peace
Evangelical Lutheran Church of North Mankato Inc. Always shop through
smile.amazon.com (same website and prices as amazon). You will have a running tally of how much you have
generated in donations to Peace! Donations are deposited in our account quarterly. Thank you!!

