
 

 

The Oak Island lighthouse is the 
brightest lighthouse in the United 
States.  Its beam is rated at 14 million 
candlepower.  It can be seen for over 
20 miles out to sea.  Sailors moving 
up and down the coast by that 
lighthouse are warned of danger, but 
they’re also shown something else. 

Each lighthouse 
has a unique 
signal.  The light 
stays on for a 
certain amount of 
time and then 
goes off for a 
certain amount of 
time so that sailors 
can know exactly 
what lighthouse 
they can see and 
therefore know 
where they are.  
We all need to 
know where we 
are if we want to 
complete our 
journey safely. 

Jesus is a bright light that has come 
into the world so that we can be 
warned of danger and know exactly 
where we are.  In the Book of Isaiah, 
it says:  The people walking in 
darkness have seen a great light; on 
those living in the land of the shadow 
of death a light has dawned. –Isaiah 
9:2 

Jesus came into this world to be a 
great light for you.  He warns of your 
danger in this dark and sinful world 
through His law.  He guides you away 
from the rocks of sin and their 
resulting death.  He leads you safely to 
heaven with the good news that He is 
the Saviour.  By dying on the cross, He 

paid for your sins.  By 
His resurrection 
from the dead, the 
doors of heaven 
were thrown open 
and sinners like you 
and me can safely 
enter into the 
harbor of God’s 
presence. 

It doesn’t matter 
where you are right 
now.  It doesn’t 
matter how great a 
mess you have made 
of your life.  It 
doesn’t matter what 
the storms of life 
may be throwing at 

you.  What matters is Jesus.  Follow 
His light and He will lead you safely 
home to heaven. 

Join us this Sunday as we gather 
around the light of God’s Word and 
learn of all that Jesus has done so that 
we can make it home to heaven. 

                     - Board for Home Outreach 
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Peace Lutheran Church 
2090 Commerce Drive 
North Mankato MN 56003 

The Peace Messenger 
Worship Schedule  

Sundays  8:30 & 10:45 a.m. 
Sunday School/Adult Bible Class  

at 9:45 a.m. 

Serving Peace 
  Pastor Tim Hartwig 
Cell – 507-382-6826 
pastorhartwig@gmail.com  

  Pastor Matt Moldstad 
Cell – 507-382-0045 
pastormoldstad@gmail.com  

  Office - Karen Wold  
Phone – 507-385-1386 
karen@peacemankato.com  

Church Council 
President: 
  Vacant 
Vice President: 
  Eric Halvorson 
Secretary: 
  Greg Miller 
Spiritual Leadership:  
  Adie Harstad 
Christian Education:  
  Bob Paulsen 
Property Management: 
  Matt Bindert 
Stewardship: 
  Jason Westman 
Gospel Outreach: 
  Jon Stadler 

Jesus’ Lambs Preschool 
  Joslyn Moldstad – 507-385-7752 
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com 
 

Crossed - Youth Group 
www.peacemankato.org/crossed 
crossedyouth@gmail.com 

Special Interest Dates 
5th   Board of Education 6p 
 Stewardship Board 6p 
 Spiritual Leadership 7p 
8th  Family Night 6p 
10th Lutheran Pioneers at MO 5p 
12th Council Meeting 6:30p    
22nd  Red Cross Blood Drive 12p. 
23rd  Usher Training 9a  
24th  Sudanese Service 12:30 p 

A Light that Guides to Heaven 
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The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one 
another in love and fellowship; and to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone. 

 

 
 
The Mission & Ministry Coordination Council (MMCC) meeting of Peace Lutheran Church was held on January 
16, 2019.  Council members present were:  Pastor Hartwig, Pastor Moldstad, Eric Halvorson –Vice President, 
Adie Harstad – Spiritual Leadership, Jason Westman – Stewardship, Bob Paulsen – Christian Education, Matt 
Bindert – Property Management, Jon Stadler – Gospel Outreach, Greg Miller – Secretary, and a seminary student 
observing.  Absent and excused:  

➢ Devotion – Pastor Moldstad – Philippians 1:21-26 

➢ Announcements – None. 

➢ Agenda – MMSP to approve the agenda.  

➢ Minutes of Previous Meeting – MMSP to approve.  

➢ Pastor’s Report (Pastor Moldstad) 
• Worship  

1.) The Sudanese Christmas Service on Dec. 23rd had 35-40 in attendance.  The Spiritual Leadership 
Board is discussing a plan for future services. 

2.) An order was submitted for 166 EHV Bibles for use at Peace. 
3.) The ELS/WELS pastors met today and decided to participate in a Lenten rotation this year.  It will be 

run the same way it was last year.  Ash Wednesday is on March 6th.  
• Adult Education   

1.) Sunday Adult Bible Study resumed on January 6th.  Pastor Hartwig will continue to take the class 
through the Gospel of John. 

2.) There are currently six individuals taking adult instruction and I am looking to add a few more.  Three 
of them should be finished by February. 

• Fellowship: 
1.) Our first Family Night of the year will be on February 8th.  The theme is Bingo. 
2.) There will be a Youth Ski Trip on Sunday, Jan. 26th at Mt. Kato. 
3.) The Fellowship Flow classes have been discontinued for the time being. 

• Christian Service: 
1.) Sergio Salgado is planning to step down as the Group System Coordinator.  We are looking for 

suggestions of those who might be able to step up into that role. 

➢ Pastor’s Report (Pastor Hartwig) 
• Attendance Comments   

1.) We averaged 327 in attendance at Divine Services.  This is an 8% increase over the previous year.  
Multiple graphs were presented that showed our continuous growth over the past 18 years. 

• Looking Ahead 
1.) January 18  Pastor Hartwig’s passport renewal in Chicago   
2.) Jan. 24-30   Board for Home Outreach meeting and conference in Leander, TX 
3.) January 20  Open Forum 
4.) March 6      Ash Wednesday 
5.) April 21       Easter Sunday 
6.) Pastor Hartwig presented why he feels strongly we need to form a committee to develop a 10-Year 

long range plan. 

➢ Spiritual Leadership (Coordinator ~ Adie Harstad)  
• Delinquent List:  The Spiritual Leadership Board met to the glory of God on Jan. 8, 2018 with all members 

and both pastors present.  We discussed all the names on our “nonattendance” list and acted to remove 
the names from our roster of people who have been absent for some years and whom we have not been 
able to contact.  We also acted to affect the transfers of those who have requested transfer.   

Council Meeting Minutes – January 16, 2019 
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• EHV (Evangelical Heritage Translation):  Pastor Moldstad reported that we have in hand sufficient funds 
to purchase an ample supply of EHV pew Bibles.   

• Sudanese Ministry at Peace:  Our pastors reported on the first worship activity of our Sudanese ministry.  
Members of other Sudanese ministries also attended the Dec. worship at Peace in order to lend their 
support.  Their presence increased the attendance to a number in the 40’s.  The Board will continue to 
encourage and monitor the Sundanese ministry at Peace. 

• NIV Bibles:  There was discussion of what to possibly do with the old NIV Bibles that will be removed 
from the pews.  Some could be stored at Peace, donated to missions or sold.  The Spiritual Leadership 
will determine what to do with them. 

Mmsp to approve membership changes:  Received by transfer:  Jeremy and Lori Blackwell, 
Rita Kollmann, and Cole Wersal.  Received by profession of faith:  Dan, Amanda and Sophie 
Quist.  Transferred out:  Jon and Catherine Bartels.  Inactivity:  Kerry Simmons, Chase and Leah.  
Moved – No Transfer:  Maximus Harrison; Caspian Kampstra.  Released:  Matilda Holte. 

➢ Gospel Outreach (Coordinator ~ Jon Stadler) 
• No report.  

➢ Christian Education (Coordinator ~ Bob Paulsen) 
• The Board met on January 8, 2019.  Members present were:  Pastor Hartwig, Bob Paulsen, Brandon 

Evers, Matt Lukasek, Joslyn Moldstad and Eric Woller.  Opened with a devotion and prayer by Pastor 
Hartwig. 
o Preschool Report:  Tuition and registration fees were adjusted and voted on by email so Joslyn could 

work on the updated forms over Christmas break.  Three new students have enrolled in the 
afternoon session. 

o Sunday School Report:  Joni Moldstad will be teaching Jen Wosmek’s class on a temporary basis.  
o Mt. Olive School Report:  The tuition will increase 4% for the fall 2019 school year. 
o Youth Group Report:  No report.  

• New Business:  Discussion on Mt. Olive’s School Board resolution to make the Peace Liaison position a 
voting member.  This will be presented to the Peace Council for discussion. 

➢ Stewardship (Coordinator ~ Jason Westman)  
• Met January 8, 2019. 
• Reviewed budget.  December was a good month for offerings.  Currently we are at 43% of yearly 

offerings.  We should be at 50%.  Current net operating income of $14,800.27. 
• Discussed information for upcoming forum. 
• Benevolence Fund - Currently stands at just under $500.  There is a request to use approximately $260 

of that.  We would like to maintain the balance at around $1000.   
• We will meet with Sergio Salgado soon to discuss finding a replacement as Group System Coordinator. 
• Profit and Loss for July-December 2018, Profit and Loss Comparison to same period in 2017 and Budget 

vs. Actuals presented.  We are currently about $40,000 behind budget in offerings but fortunately also 
our expenses are about $54,000 less than budgeted. 

➢ Property Management (Coordinator ~ Matt Bindert)  
• Tim Paulson from R Henry completed multiple items on the final construction list.  This includes a new 

coat rack, kitchen improvements and other items in the office area. 
• The hot water heater on the sanctuary side of the church is leaking and in need of replacement.  I am 

working with Jim Howson to replace and install a new one. 
• Maintenance repair weekend coming up on Jan. 26th.  Needed painting and miscellaneous items will be 

addressed. 
• Discussion of our parking concerns and the upcoming work to be done on Commerce Drive.  The work 

on Commerce will not be assessed to the church.  There will not be a sidewalk put in.  The surface will 
be ground up and replaced. 

➢ MMSP to approve all reports. 

➢ Old Business  
• Open Forum for Congregation on January 20th will cover the calendar year of 2018 and some coverage 

of what we are planning for 2019. 
o The Agenda was set: 



 

▪ Board Reports 
▪ Pastors’ Reports 
▪ Survey Results 
▪ Peace Devotions Update 
▪ Sudanese Ministry Report 
▪ Groups Leadership 

o Survey Questions were discussed.  They will be sent out tonight via email. 
o Matt Bindert will order Pizza. 
o All the boards will get there information together to put on power point. 

➢ New Business 
• Housing allowances for the pastors. 

Mmsp to pass the same housing allowance motions as last year with minor changes. 

• Summer service times discussed. 
Mmsp to have services during the summer at 8:30 and 10:00 AM and Wed. night services at 
6:30 PM. 

• Peace Liaison as voting member at Mt. Olive discussed. 
Mmsp to present to Mt. Olive that it would be in both theirs and our best interests if our 
liaison was not a voting member.  However, we would like to participate more at the Mt. 
Olive School Board meetings by having two Peace Liaison members if Mt. Olive is willing.  
We don’t feel it is proper for non-Mt. Olive members to be given voting privileges, but we 
would like to be actively involved in assisting the school through our participation with two 
non-voting liaisons. 

• Potential members for an upcoming nominating committee were discussed. 

➢ Next council meeting – February 12th at 6:30pm. 

➢ Motion made to adjourn with the Lord’s Prayer.  MMSP.  

Respectfully Submitted,  Greg Miller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just a reminder of the option you have of using “electronic giving” for making 
your regular church offerings or special fund offerings.  Contributions can be 
debited automatically from your checking or savings account or processed using 
your credit card (Peace is charged a percentage of your donation) or debit card. 
The electronic giving program offers convenience for you and much needed 
donation consistency for our congregation. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 
52 envelopes.  And, when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, this 
program will allow your weekly offerings to continue in an uninterrupted basis. 

It is now possible for you to set it up yourself by going to our website, www.peacemankato.com, clicking 
on the “Give now” box and putting in your information.  You can choose how often you donate (weekly, 
monthly, certain date(s), etc.). 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Serving the month of February: 
Altar/Communion preparation 

10th Emily Peters & Helen Harstad 

24th  Kristie Mize & Kristen Hermanson 

Communion Assistants 

 8:30am 10:45am 

10th 
Eric Woller  
Matt Bindert 

Rob Pipal  
August Jeske 

24th  
Jason DeWitt 
Paul Fries 

Doyle Holbird 
Adie Harstad 

Ushers 
 8:30am 10:45am 

3rd    
Dave Kammerer 
Nate Kammerer 

Chris Harstad 
Ron Lorensberg 

10th   

Jeff Huber 
Joel Kom 
Matt Lukasek 
Mark Flygare 

Derick Lyngholm 
Richie Kammer 

17th    
Todd Olsen 
Austin Olsen 

Kory Meyers 
John Moldstad 

24th   

Mike Madson 
Corey Olsen 
Bob Paulsen 
Rob Paulsen 

Rob Pipal 
Sergio Salgado 

Counters 

1st Sunday: Mike Madson & Todd Olsen  

2nd Sunday: Jon Stadler & Phil Novak 
3rd Sunday: Chris Harstad & Brian Koch 
4th Sunday: Phil Novak & Matt Riehl 

5th Sunday: Ernie Geistfeld & Karen Wold  

We could use more men willing to be 
Ushers, especially from those who attend 
2nd service.  If you are willing to serve your 
church in this way, please contact Nick 
Peters at petersfamilyfarm1@gmail.com. 

  Anniversaries:  
Chris & Elizabeth Harstad 2/15/14 5 years 
Jerry & Amy Jo Reiner 2/18/95 24 years 

Congratulations!  May the Lord continue to bless you 
and may your Christian marriage serve as an 

inspiration to others. 

 

 
 
 

Adelyn Westman 2/01 8 years old 
Margaret Wierschke 2/03 1 years old 
Samuel Clennon 2/06 3 years old 
Callie Salem 2/09 3 years old 
Gracen Lukasek 2/11 14 years old 
Mia Taylor 2/11 12 years old 
Christian Lyngholm 2/15 8 years old 
Mason Evers 2/17 4 years old 
Philip Lukasek 2/19 10 years old 
Claire Woller 2/20 12 years old 
Joe Howson 2/23 18 years old 
Rudy Smith 2/23 4 years old 
Leah Stadler 2/23 7 years old 
Calvary Moldstad 2/24 5 years old 
Kedron Moldstad 2/24 5 years old 
Luke Peters 2/28 7 years old 
 

Also – Sarah Harstad, Julie Henry,  
David Klockziem, Nick Chopp, Breigha Kotulski, 

Cristen Manthe, Nick Cook, Elizabeth Hinkel, 
Jesse Wolff, Hannah Taylor, Ben Petzel,  
Phil Wels, Cole Wersal, Jessica Salem,  

Kay Beinke, Judy Kuster, Heidi Riehl, Ann Kom, 
Amanda Madson, Paula Manthe,  

Abigail Lowrey, Jon Stadler 

May the Lord bless you, 
today and always. 

Happy 
Birthday! 

The following was taken from  
‘Martin Luther’s Little Instruction Book’: 

FREE WILL IS SELF WILL 

“I wish that the expression “free will” had 

never been invented.  It is not recorded in 

Scripture either and should more justly be 

called self-will, which is worthless.” 

†            †            † 
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Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschoolers continue to pray for their classmate, Justin Devens, who has been 
absent from school for tests in Rochester.  Please keep this little guy in your prayers that God would 
heal him, if it is His will.  Justin is the nephew of one of our very first students to our preschool, Ben 
Kies, who is now a junior in high school.  

We are happy to announce our Annual Preschool Open House, set for Tuesday, March 12, 6-8 p.m.  
We invite your family to join us for a wonderful evening of fun with games, face-painting, crafts, food 
and toys.  If you would like to help for this event or bring food, please call Joslyn at 385-7752.  If you  
would like to make sure you have the spot for your child that you desire, please call immediately! 

Our preschoolers have been enjoying the Bible stories of Jesus’ baptism and his early preaching and 
teaching ministry.  Our Sunday lessons are following these identical stories, so we hope your family will 
enjoy discussing them as the Bible sheets come home.  One of our favorite comments is, “I have been 
reading my Bible at home, Mrs. Moldstad and Mrs. Emmons”.  We thank God for these students with 
good listening ears and hearts!! 

Teddy Bears, clocks, space and 
winter animals have been an 
enjoyable way for our 
preschoolers to enjoy their 
winter.  We have been learning 
about graphing, making bird 
feeders, learning about different 
forms of water and its 
temperature.  Letters and 
numbers provide a lot of fun for 
children, as does going to the 
board and saying the correct 
answer!   You are welcome any 
time to come and take a look at 
what is going on at preschool! 

 

 



 

 

Volunteer Needs at Peace 

Ushers — We are in need of more males, ages 15 and up, to help usher at 2nd service. 

English Language Help — We are looking for an individual who would be willing to read with one of our 
Sudanese members to help improve their English. 

Group Leader for Group #5 — The chief responsibilities include contacting members of group #5 to serve 
and/or bring food when their group is up to serve, as well as, ensure that things follow smoothly during the 
event.  You do not need to be a current member of Group #5 to lead this group. 

Adult Leader for Lutheran Pioneers — The primary responsibilities include planning monthly Pioneer 
events as well as co-leading them. 

Volunteer Needed for Transportation — We are in need of a volunteer to help regularly drive some of our 
Sudanese members to church on Sunday.   

Counter Needed – We need someone to help count the offering after 2nd service on the 2nd Sunday of each 
month.  Please contact Phil Novak at Philip.novak@mnsu.edu. 

Please contact Pastor Moldstad if you are willing to help: pastormoldstad@gmail.com 

 

 

Usher Training – February 23rd at 9:00am.  Current ushers and those who want to be, please plan to 
attend this meeting.  We are looking for more men to serve in this capacity.  For those new to ushering 
at Peace it is essential that you attend and for those who have done it before it will be a good review.  

Please contact Pastor Moldstad if you are not able to attend, pastormoldstad@gmail.com. 
 
 

 

“Moms supporting Moms in raising godly children” 

Moms On a Mission Spring Schedule:  The Peace/Mt. Olive Moms On a Mission (M.O.M.s) bible 
study will resume in February and will meet through the month of April.  Morning and evening 

groups will be studying different curriculums this session.  Please see the table below for specifics.  New and 
returning mothers, please register by emailing the appropriate contact so we can have materials prepared for 
you!  New mothers welcome to join any study at any time.    

 Morning M.O.M.s Study: Evening M.O.M.s Study: 
When: Thursdays, 8:30-10am (can drop 

children off in childcare at 8:15), 
beginning Feb. 7 

Tuesdays, 7-8:30pm, beginning Feb. 5 

Where: Peace Lutheran Church, North Mankato Library at Mt. Olive Church and School 
Study: Morning study will resume its study of 

the book, Boundaries, by Cloud and 
Townsend.  Pastor Hartwig will join at 
the end of the study each week to 
provide biblical principles, answer 
questions, and give encouragement.   

Evening study is going to start a new 
bible study on the book of 1 Peter.  Bring 
your bible.  Other materials will be 
provided.  Enjoy weekly support and 
fellowship with other moms while 
seeing what promises God has for 
mothers in this book.   

Childcare: Provided, please register children by 
sending names/ages to Kristen Lukasek 
prior to the start of the study. 

Not provided. 

Contact: Kristen Lukasek- 507-382-7963 or 
mattlukasek@yahoo.com 

Shaylene Scheele-309-830-2538 
scheele.shaylene@yahoo.com 
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Peace Lutheran Church 

Friday, February 22, 2019 

12:00 PM to 5:00 PM 
 

to schedule an appointment:  

Please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or  

visit redcrossblood.org. 
 
 

 
 

Are you unable to care for your feet?  Your church home is 
offering a service to help you care for your feet and toenails.  By 
appointment, a registered nurse, using sanitary equipment, will 
soak and wash your feet, trim toenails, and finish with a lotion foot 
massage.  If the nurse feels further medical attention is needed, she 
may suggest an appointment with your health care provider.  This 
service is free; however, donations will be accepted to go 
 to a church cause.  For more information, or to set up an 
appointment, please call Amy Jo Reiner at 507-340-2061. 

To watch our service live, go to: 
www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming 
or our Facebook page.  The service will 
start automatically when it is live 
(8:30AM regular service).  

For recorded services, go to: 
www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and 
you can choose which service you wish 
to watch.  We are currently only 
streaming and recording during the 8:30 
service. 

http://www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming
http://www.vimeo.com/peacemankato


 

 



 

 


