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JANUARY 5, 2020

THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord God, by the leading of a star You once made known to the nations Your one and
only Son. Guide us, also, who know Him now by faith, to come at last to the perfect
joy of Your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Rite 1, p. 41

OPENING PRAYER
P:

O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to
hear Your holy Word. We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that
through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear
us for Christ’s sake. Amen.

HYMN #168 “AS WITH GLADNESS MEN OF OLD”
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P:

Let us confess our sins to God and pray:
We poor sinners confess to You, O God, not only that we have been conceived and
born in sin, but also that throughout life we have often and in many ways offended
You, our Lord and Maker, in thought, word and deed, so that You could with perfect
justice reject and condemn us for all eternity.
Therefore we come before You with sorrow of heart, in dread and terror of Your
holy justice and of everlasting death. Our sins are a grievous foe, which we should
hate in every way as long as we live.
O merciful God, You still grant us in this hour to be reminded of Your fatherly
goodness. According to the promise of Your Word we flee for refuge to Your infinite
mercy and implore You, dearest Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your onlybegotten Son, our Brother, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised again
for our justification:
Forgive us all our sins through faith, which the Holy Spirit increases in our hearts
to full assurance.

C: We therefore pray You, O Lord, through Your servant to declare to us the
forgiveness of all our sins. We poor sinners are willing to forgive all who have
offended against us. We earnestly desire to grow in true godliness. Help us, O God,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
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THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE ABSOLUTION
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord:
Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For
God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all
your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST)
P:

Glory be to God in the highest.
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THE SALUTATION

THE COLLECT
P:

Let us pray…one God, now and forever.
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THE LESSON – ISAIAH 60:1-6
1Arise,

shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD is dawning upon you.
2Look, darkness covers the earth,
and deep darkness covers the peoples,
but the LORD will dawn upon you,
and his glory will be seen over you.
3Nations will walk to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4Look

up. Look all around and see!
All of them have been gathered. They are coming to you.
Your sons will come from far away,
and people will carry your daughters on their side.
5Then you will look and be radiant.
Your heart will race with excitement and burst with joy.
For great riches from the sea will be delivered to you.
The wealth of the nations will come to you.
6Caravans of camels will cover your land,
young camels from Midian and Ephah.
All those from Sheba will come.
They will carry gold and incense,
and they will announce the good news of the praise of the LORD.
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PSALM 98

Soloist: All the ends of the earth have seen the power of God;
all the ends of the earth have seen the power of God.
All: Refrain
Soloist: Sing to the Lord a new song, for God has done wondrous deeds;
whose right hand has won the vict’ry for us, God’s holy arm.
All: Refrain
Soloist: The Lord has made salvation known, and justice revealed to all,
remembering kindness and faithfulness to Israel.
All: Refrain
Soloist: All the ends of the earth have seen salvation by our God
Joyfully sing out all you lands, break forth in song.
All: Refrain
Soloist: Sing to the Lord with harp and song, with trumpet and with horn.
Sing in your joy before the king; the king, our Lord.
All: Refrain
Text: Psalm 98: 1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; David Haas, Marty Haugen
Music: David Haas, Marty Haugen
© 1983, GIA Publications, Inc.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-721927.

THE EPISTLE – EPHESIANS 3:2-12
2Surely

you have heard of the administration of God’s grace given to me for you,
that the mystery was made known to me by revelation (as I have already
written briefly). 4When you read this, you will be able to understand my insight into
the mystery of Christ. 5This mystery was not made known to people in past
3namely,
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generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to his holy apostles and
prophets. 6This mystery is that in Christ Jesus the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members
of the same body, and people who also share in the promise through the gospel.
7I became a servant of this gospel, in keeping with the gift of God’s grace that was
given to me by the working of his power. 8To me—even though I am the very least of
all the saints—was given this grace: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches
of Christ 9and to enlighten everyone about the administration of this mystery. In past
ages this mystery remained hidden in God, who created all things. 10He did this so
that, through the church, the multifaceted wisdom of God might now be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was done according to the
eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12In him we can freely
approach God with confidence through faith in him.

THE HOLY GOSPEL – MATTHEW 2:1-12
P:

The Holy Gospel for the Epiphany of Our Lord is written in the 2nd chapter of the
Gospel according to St. Matthew, beginning at the 1st verse.
1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, when Herod was king, Wise Men from

the east came to Jerusalem. They asked, 2“Where is he who has been born King of the
Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When King Herod
heard this, he was alarmed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4He gathered together all the
people’s chief priests and experts in the law. He asked them where the Christ was to
be born. 5They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, because this was written through
the prophet:
6You, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are certainly not least among the rulers of
Judah: because out of you will come a ruler, who will shepherd my people, Israel.”
7Then Herod secretly summoned the Wise Men and found out from them exactly
when the star had appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search
carefully for the child. When you find him, report to me, so that I may also go and
worship him.”
9After listening to the king, they went on their way. Then the star they had seen
when it rose went ahead of them, until it stood still over the place where the child
was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced with overwhelming joy. 11After they
went into the house and saw the child with Mary, his mother, they bowed down and
worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts: gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. 12Since they had been warned in a dream not to return to
Herod, they went back to their own country by another route.
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THE CREED
P:

Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:

C:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life  everlasting.
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HYMN “ARISE AND SHINE IN SPLENDOR”

TLH #126

Isaiah 60:1-6
Martin Opitz, 1628, ab.
Tr., Gerhard Gieschen, 1937
Tune: Heinrich Isaak, c. 1490
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THE SERMON – ISAIAH 60:1-6

ARISE AND SHINE!

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into
our world to save us from sin and death:

C: You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold.
P:

Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came
preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging:

C: You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of salvation
to those doomed to death.
P:

Prince of Peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the good
news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our own lips
to speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or hope:

C: Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your gospel.
P:

Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve
you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near and
far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen the
faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and comfort
those who mourn:

C: Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

P:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

P:

Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in
the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song
of triumph.

C: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit  be with you all.
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THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“And my God will meet your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:19

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTER
HYMN “THE FIRST NOEL”

SING WE ALL NOEL, P. 10
Traditional, French, 18th Century
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THE COLLECT
P:

Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy You have
given us Your holy and blessed Word, by which You also among us gather Your
Christian Church. We humbly entreat You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we receive
Your Word with thankful hearts, and live according to it and ever increase in Christian
faith, and hope, and love, and at last obtain eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ,
Your beloved Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God,
now and forever.

15

THE BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace.

THE CLOSING HYMN #167:1, 2, 6 “HOW LOVELY SHINES THE MORNING STAR”
THE CLOSING PRAYER
P:

O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened
in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen.

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Soloist: Eric Woller;
Ushers: Derek Harstad, Jeff Huber;
Organist: Nathan Madson.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
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Announcements
This week’s schedule, January 5 – 12:
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM
Divine Service
9:25 AM
Children’s Bible Story Time
9:30 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Solid Grounds Bible Study
6:00 PM
Board of Education Meeting
7:00 PM
Spiritual Leadership Meeting
Wednesday:
4:00 PM
Catechism Class
Friday:
6:30 PM
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM
Divine Service
9:25 AM
Children’s Bible Story Time
9:30 AM
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
Important upcoming events:
January
Group 1 – Refreshments
th
January 19
Annual Forum and Voters’ Meeting
January 26th
Snow Tubing at Mount Kato
Bible Story Time is at 9:25am in the small preschool classroom. This is for
children ages 2½ and up. We especially encourage the little ones to attend who
are not yet old enough to go to regular Sunday School.
Christmas letters from the pastor’s families are on the table in the
narthex (by the offering envelopes). Please stop and pick up yours today.
Please pick up your 2020 offering envelopes from the table in the narthex.
If you can’t find yours, please leave a note on Karen’s desk.
From the Board of Education: We are requesting special donations to
raise $2,200 for a new digital piano and kids’ tables and chairs for our Preschool
and Sunday School children’s benefit. If you desire to donate, please make a
note on your envelope or check “For Piano/Tables/Chairs”. Your help with this need is
greatly appreciated! $600 has been donated so far. Thank you!
The Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study will be starting up again this
Friday, January 10th, at 6:30 AM. We are currently going through the Book
of Acts. We encourage all the men of the congregation to join us for this
spiritually and physically nourishing fellowship time.
January 19th – Open Forum and Voter’s meeting after 2nd service. A pizza
lunch will be served before the Forum for those attending. Please plan on
attending.
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Norseland Lutheran Open House – The restoration of Norseland
Lutheran’s 109 year-old sanctuary is complete and the congregation
warmly welcomes you to enjoy this sacred space with us. On Sunday,
January 12th, from 1-3pm the congregation will be hosting an open
house. Music and light snacks will be provided. We hope you can join us. Our address is
37777 State Hwy 22, St. Peter, MN.
How lovely is Your tabernacle, O LORD of hosts! (Psalm 84:1)
Peace Snow Tubing @ Mount Kato – Come out and snow tube with
your Peace family on Sunday, January 26th, at 3pm. The cost is $10 per
person and riders must be 42” tall to tube. Our passes are for two hours
of tubing. We will be meeting by the ticket booth at Mount Kato at 3pm.
Please sign-up on the bulletin board by Sunday, January 19th.
A huge thank you and sincere appreciation to the Group Leaders
from 2019 – Rebecca Zenk, Sergio Salgado, Rachel Moldstad, Ben and
Allison Petzel, Crystal Foslien, Barb Halvorson, Phil and Becky Novak,
Greg and Missy Vandermause, Paul and Terri Fries and Jon and Michele
Moldstad. They have all been great organizers and leaders of each of their groups. I
would also like to thank the members of Peace who have taken time out of their busy
schedules to help when your group leaders have contacted you. Because of you we have
had exceptional Lenten and Advent meals and also great snacks provided after 1st service.
Have a blessed New Year. Joni Wiederhoeft, Group Coordinator.
Peace Lutheran Church…There’s an App For That! – We recently launched
an app for our church. To download to your phone or tablet please go to:
www.peacemankato.com/app or find us in the iOS app store or google play. If you
do download the app, please allow for notifications. We will be using it to communicate
with you about event changes, cancellations and the like.
Moms On a Mission is in recess. Evening M.O.M.s will reconvene Tuesday,
January 21st. Morning M.O.M.s group will resume February 6th.
Last week at Peace:Sunday
New Year’s Eve
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To watch our service live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/live-streaming. The
service will start automatically when it is live (8:15AM & special service times).
For recorded services, go to www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and choose the
date you want to watch.
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