JESUS, THE GREAT PHYSICIAN, CURES DEATH
JOHN 11:17-27, 38-45

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
DIVINE SERVICE – ONLINE
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT – MARCH 29, 2020

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

2090 COMMERCE DRIVE
NORTH MANKATO, MN 56003
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod

“GOD’S PLANS ARE ALWAYS BEST”
CHURCH STAFF
Pastor Hartwig:
507-382-6826
Email:
pastorhartwig@gmail.com
Pastor Moldstad:
507-382-0045
Email: pastormoldstad@gmail.com
Church Office:
507-385-1386

JESUS’ LAMBS AT PEACE PRESCHOOL
Teacher/Director:
Joslyn Moldstad
Phone:
507-385-7752
Email:
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com
Church website:
Peacemankato.com
Email:
karen@peacemankato.com

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the
right as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room
to enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer
before the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed Your will and bore
the cross for our salvation that through His anguish, pain, and death we may receive
forgiveness of sins and inherit eternal life; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Matins, p. 109

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly
Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to
set forth His most worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves
and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O
come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before Him. Let us confess
our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and
mercy.
C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost
sheep. We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have
offended against Your holy law. We have done those things which we should not
have done, and we have not done those things which we should have done. Have
mercy on us, O Lord! Spare us and restore us, according to the promises You have
declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a
godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our
sins, grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.
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HYMN #76 “FATHER WE PRAISE THEE”
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THE VERSICLES
P: O Lord, open my lips.

P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
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THE INVITATORY
P: O come, let us worship the Lord.

THE VENITE EXULTEMUS
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II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT – Jesus will raise us from death to life. The crown jewel of the

coming kingdom is the resurrection of the dead. One day, Jesus will defeat the last
enemy (1 Corinthians 15:27) and life will reign again in our new Eden with God. On
our Lenten walk to Calvary, the Church sees the Savior come face to face with death
and defeat it completely. During our Lenten walk, the Prayer of the Day asks God to
help us remember that Jesus, who is resurrection and life, has made us heirs of eternal
life.

THE LESSON – EZEKIEL 37:1-14
1The

hand of the LORD was upon me. He brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD
and set me down in the middle of a valley, which was full of bones. 2He had me
pass through them and go all over among them. There were very many on the
valley floor, and they were very dry.
3He said to me, “Son of man, can these dry bones live?” I answered, “LORD God,
you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry
bones, hear the word of the LORD.’”
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5This

is what the LORD God says to these bones.
I am about to make breath enter you so that you will live. 6I will attach tendons
to you. I will put flesh back on you. I will cover you with skin and put breath in you,
and you will live. Then you will know that I am the LORD.
7So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I was prophesying there was
a noise, a rattling, as the bones came together, one bone connecting to another.
8As I watched, tendons were attached to them, then flesh grew over them, and skin
covered them. But there was no breath in them.
9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the wind. Prophesy, son of man, and say to
the wind that this is what the LORD God says. From the four winds, come, O wind,
and breathe into these slain so that they may live.”
10So I prophesied as he commanded me. Breath entered them, and they came
back to life. They stood on their feet, a very, very large army.
11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel.
They are saying, ‘Our bones are dried up. Our hope is lost. We have been
completely cut off.’ 12Therefore, prophesy and say to them that this is what the
LORD God says. My people, I am going to open your graves and raise you up from
your graves and bring you back to the soil of Israel. 13Then you will know that I am
the LORD, when I open your graves and raise you up from your graves, O my people.
14I will put my Spirit in you, and you will live. I will settle you on your own land, and
you will know that I, the LORD, have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.”

ADULT CHOIR “HE WILL HOLD ME FAST”

RECORDED MAY 13, 2018

THE EPISTLE – ROMANS 8:11-19
11And

if the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, the
one who raised Christ from the dead will also make your mortal bodies alive
through his Spirit, who is dwelling in you.
12So then, brothers, we do not owe it to the sinful flesh to live in harmony with
13
it. For if you live in harmony with the sinful flesh, you are going to die. But if by
the Spirit you put to death the actions of the body, you will live.
14Indeed, those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did
not receive a spirit of slavery so that you are afraid again, but you received the
Spirit of adoption by whom we call out, “Abba, Father!” 16The Spirit himself joins
our spirit in testifying that we are God’s children.
17Now if we are children, we are also heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with
Christ, since we suffer with him, so that we may also be glorified with him.
18For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is going to be revealed to us. 19In fact, creation is waiting with
eager longing for the sons of God to be revealed.
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A RESPONSORY
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.

THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting. Amen.

9

HYMN #532:1-4 “JESUS CHRIST, MY SURE DEFENSE”
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SERMON - JOHN 11:17-27, 38-45
17When

JESUS, THE GREAT PHYSICIAN,
CURES DEATH

Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for

four days.
18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles away. 19Many Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to comfort them concerning their brother.
20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him, while Mary
was sitting in the house.
21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. 22But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.”
23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
24Martha replied, “I know that he will rise in the resurrection on the Last Day.”
25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me
will live, even if he dies. 26And whoever lives and believes in me will never perish.
Do you believe this?”
27“Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God,
who was to come into the world.” …
38Jesus was deeply moved again as he came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a
stone was lying against it. 39“Take away the stone,” he said.
Martha, the dead man’s sister, told him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor,
because it has been four days.”
40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of
God?” 41So they took away the stone.
Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you heard me. 42I knew that
you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the crowd standing here, so
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that they may believe that you sent me.” 43After he said this, he shouted with a
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”
44The man who had died came out with his feet and his hands bound with strips
of linen and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus told them, “Loose him and let him
go.”
45Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary and saw what Jesus did
believed in him.

THE CANTICLE HYMN #179 “JESUS LOVES ME”
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE KYRIE
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, having
safely brought us to the beginning of this day, defend us in the same with Your
mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of
danger, but that all our doing, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous
in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

THE BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
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THE CLOSING HYMN #534:1-3, 7, 14 “THE WORLD IS VERY EVIL”
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THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“God is able to make all grace overflow to you, so that in all things, at all times,
having all that you need, you will overflow in every good work.”
(II Corinthians 9:8)
Please continue to give your offering:
by either mailing your offering to the church,
or using our online giving option (fees are deducted, up to 3.5%).
Thank you.

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Pianist: Brittany Cordes; Cross artwork: Don Moldstad.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
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Hymn information:
HYMN #76 “FATHER WE PRAISE THEE”
Attr.
Gregory I, 540-604
Tr.
P. Dearmer, 1867-1936
Antiphoner, Paris, 1681
Setting: R. Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Text and setting: From the English Hymnal, used by permission of Oxford University Press.

HYMN #534:1-3, 7, 14 “THE WORLD IS VERY EVIL”
Text:
Tr.
Tune:

Bernard of Cluny, (Morlas) 12th cent., cento
J. M. Neale, 1818-66
A. C. Ewing, 1830-95, alt.

Announcements
This week’s schedule, March 29 – April 5:
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM
Divine Service – Online
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Solid Grounds Bible Study – Online
Wednesday:
4:00 PM
Catechism Class
6:00 PM
Divine Service – Online
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM
Divine Service – Online
Important upcoming events:
April 9th
Maundy Thursday Divine Service – 6:00 PM
th
April 10
Good Friday Divine Service – 6:00 PM
April 12th
Easter Festival Divine Service – 8:00 & 9:30 AM

Sunday Bible Study Resumes Online – Next Sunday, March 29th, at 9:30am we plan
to resume our regular Sunday Bible Study in an online format. The link to connect into
the online Bible Study will be sent to you via email at the end of next week. We are
picking up our study of eight key stories from the book of Genesis – Everything New.
We hope you can join us.
Sunday School at Home – Since we are not able to have our regular Sunday School
gatherings at church on Sunday morning, the Board of Education has decided to take a
different approach for the remainder of the semester. We will be emailing parents the
Sunday School lessons for their children each week. We encourage you to print out the
lessons and work with your children on them. A teacher guide will be also included in
the email. Contact Paul Agenten: pagenten@blc.edu if you have any questions.
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Continued Pastoral Care – While we certainly want to follow the guidance of our
government and shelter at home these next two week, both pastors will continue to be
available to offer spiritual encouragement and care. We are available to meet with you
over the phone, the internet, or in-person at your home, if the need arises. We will also
make ourselves available to provide private communion at your home, upon request.
We plan to resume the private communion at church again after the shelter in place
directive is lifted on April 10th, at 5pm.
Pastor Hartwig – 507-382-6826 pastorhartwig@gmail.com
Pastor Moldstad – 507-382-0045, pastormoldstad@gmail.com
Need help? – During this time many are homebound and might have difficulty getting
the food and supplies they need. If you are in need of assistance in getting items from
the store, please contact the church office: karen@peacemankato.com or 507-3851386, and we will work to try to find a way to assist you.
Thrivent Choice Dollars® Allocation – Peace Lutheran
Church is a participating organization of the Thrivent Choice
program. Eligible members have until March 31st to direct their Choice Dollars for
2019. Act soon, before Choice Dollars expire! Visit thrivent.com/thriventchoice or
contact your Thrivent Financial Representative or you can contact: Brian Jones and Kayla
Siewert at 507-934-5304.
The Annual meeting of New 2 You Family Thrift Store that was
scheduled for April 20th, is cancelled. An alternative meeting date has not yet
been determined. New 2 You is temporarily closed for shopping and for
donations, and it will reopen as soon as possible. New 2 You looks forward to receiving
all of your donations when we reopen, so clean out those closets during all this extra
time at home!
Let’s start thinking about summer! Mark your calendars for this year’s
VBS. June 15th – 18th, from 9 AM to noon. VBS is for children ages four
through going into sixth grade. Registration and volunteer opportunities
will come in the near future.
Upcoming YOUTH Activities (see more information on the bulletin boards)
Camp Indianhead (ages: 11 – 16) in Henning, MN, July 12th to 17th
LYA Convention (9th – 12th grade) Utah, July 23rd – 26th. CANCELLED
(Peace will reimburse half of the registration fee to attend Camp Indianhead or LYA)
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Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool followed Governor Walz mandate that public schools
should be closed beginning, Wednesday, March 18th. For now, we are waiting to see
whether or not Governor Walz will allow us to return to class March 30 th, or sometime
in April. Packets for this week and one half are in lockers or are being dropped off at
preschoolers homes if our young ones would like to continue working on the material
we have been doing. Our Open House is cancelled for March 31st. May God bless our
preschool families and all of us at Peace and in the world. If you have questions, please
call Joslyn at 507-386-7267.
Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
POSTPONED: Jeans & Dreams – The MVL Booster Club Auction "Jeans & Dreams"
originally scheduled for March 28th, is postponed. The most current event news can be
found at mvl.org/auction or the MVL Facebook event.
MODIFIED: Tiaras & Ties – MVL will not be hosting the Tiaras & Ties father-daughter
dance event this year. Instead, each and every one of your living rooms or backyards
will! More details will be coming, but we're working on creating a music playlist,
activities, and online environment for April 18th, so that you can still make some
wonderful memories at home. Please stay tuned to the MVL Facebook event and feel
free to contact Kristin Matzke at kmatzke@mvlhs.org with any questions.
UPDATE: MVL Capital Campaign – God has blessed MVL's Building on the Rock
campaign with more than $800,000 in gifts and pledges, and we are confident that He
will continue to bless our efforts. However, we want to be cognizant of our families and
individuals who love and support this ministry. We don't want to put them in a position
to have face-to-face meetings or to question how to make their best gift to our capital
campaign at this time. As a result, the Board of Directors has voted to pause Building on
the Rock. For further information, please contact MVL Mission Advancement Director
Phil Scriver at pscriver@mvlhs.org or 507.233.8659.

Midweek Lenten services
are held Wednesdays at 6:00pm - online
The theme is

The Son of God Goes Forth to War —
April 1

The Warrior Rejected by
Many Followers
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