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For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a
loud command, with the voice of an archangel, and with
the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise
first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught
up in the clouds together with them, to meet the Lord in
the air. And so we will always be with the Lord.
18
Therefore, encourage one another with these words.
I Thessalonians 4:16-18

FUNERAL SERVICE FOR

ALAN THOMAS CLENNON
GREETING AND PRAYER
P:

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
We have come together to seek God’s comfort in our sorrow and to rejoice in
the promise of the resurrection. Grace and peace to you from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who said, “Come to me, all who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest.”
Let us pray.
Lord Jesus, You wept at the grave of Your friend Lazarus, and You consoled
Mary and Martha in their distress. Draw near to us who mourn for Al, and dry
the tears of all who weep. Calm our troubled hearts, dispel our doubts and
fears, and lead us to praise you for having brought him to faith. In Your rising
from the dead, You conquered death and opened the gates to eternal life.
Strengthen us with Your Word, and lead us through this earthly life until at last
we are united with You and all the saints in glory everlasting. Amen.

HYMN #561:1, 2, 8 “ABIDE WITH ME; FAST FALLS THE EVENTIDE”
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8. Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes, Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies;
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me!

RESURRECTION COMFORT
P:

P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:
P:
C:

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who comforts us in all
our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we
ourselves have received from God. The apostle Paul writes to the Romans:
“The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” Jesus gives us this comfort: “I am the resurrection and the life. He who
believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in
me will never die.”
Death has been swallowed up in victory! Thanks be to God!
He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
When Christ, who is our life, appears,
Then we also will appear with Him in glory.
We will be before the throne of God
And serve Him day and night in His temple.
Never again will we hunger;
Never again will we thirst.
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P:
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For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be our shepherd; he will lead us to
springs of living water.
And God will wipe every tear from our eyes.
Let us pray. God of all grace, You sent Your Son Jesus to destroy the power of
death and to open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make us certain that
because He lives, we too shall live. Comfort us with Your promise that neither
death nor life nor things present nor things to come shall be able to separate us
from Your love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD
JOB 19:23-27
23Oh

how I wish that my words were written down.
Oh how I wish that they were inscribed in bronze,
24that they would be engraved in rock forever
with an iron tool and letters filled with lead.
25As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives,
and that at the end of time he will stand over the dust.
26Then, even after my skin has been destroyed,
nevertheless, in my own flesh I will see God.
27I myself will see him.
My own eyes will see him, and not as a stranger.
My emotions are in turmoil within me.

PSALM 23
1The

LORD is my shepherd.
I lack nothing.
2He causes me to lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside quiet waters.
3He restores my soul.
He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil, for you are with me.
Your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5You set a table for me in the presence of my foes.
You drench my head with oil.
My cup is overflowing.
6Surely goodness and mercy will pursue me all the days of my life,
and I will live in the house of the LORD forever.
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HYMN #177 “I AM JESUS’ LITTLE LAMB”
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I CORINTHIANS 15:50-58
50Now

I say this, brothers: Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God, and what is perishable is not going to inherit what is imperishable. 51Look,
I tell you a mystery. We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52in a
moment, in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound,
and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53For this
perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on
immortality. 54But once this perishable body has put on imperishability, and
this mortal body has put on immortality, then what is written will be fulfilled:
Death is swallowed up in victory.
55Death, where is your sting?
Grave, where is your victory?
56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to
God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!
58Therefore, my dear brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in
the Lord’s work, because you know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

JOHN 14:1-7, 25-27
1“Do

not let your heart be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my
Father’s house are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I am
going to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and take you to be with me, so that you may also be where I am.
4You know where I am going, and you know the way.”
5“Lord, we don’t know where you are going,” Thomas replied, “so how can we
know the way?”
6Jesus said to him, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to
the Father, except through me. 7If you know me, you would also know my
Father. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
25“I have told you these things while staying with you. 26But the Counselor,
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things
and remind you of everything I told you.
27“Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I
give to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, and do not let it be afraid.
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HYMN “IN CHRIST ALONE”

CWS #752
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THE OBITUARY
SERMON – I THESSALONIANS 4:13-18

JESUS GIVES HOPE FOR NOW AND LATER

13We

do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who have
fallen asleep, so that you do not grieve in the same way as the others, who have
no hope. 14Indeed, if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, then in the same
way we also believe that God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep
through Jesus.
15In fact, we tell you this by the word of the Lord: We who are alive and left
until the coming of the Lord will certainly not go on ahead of those who have
fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a loud
command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet call of God, and
the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be
caught up in the clouds together with them, to meet the Lord in the air. And so
we will always be with the Lord. 18Therefore, encourage one another with these
words.

PRAYERS
P:

Almighty God, we praise You for the great company of saints who have finished
their lives in faith and now rest from their labors. We remember especially our
loved one, Al, who You have redeemed by the blood of Your Son and received as
Your dear child through Holy Baptism. We thank You for giving him to us as a
companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In Your compassion, comfort all who are
sad in this hour. Lord, in Your mercy,

C:
P:

Hear our prayer.
We praise You for Your love in Christ, which sustains us in life and death. In our
earthly sorrows, help us find strength in the fellowship of the church, joy in the
forgiveness of sins, and hope in the resurrection to eternal life. Lord, in Your
mercy,

C:
P:

Hear our prayer.
You do not leave us comfortless but strengthen and care for us through Your
Word and sacrament. You give us family, friends, and neighbors to help when
there is loneliness now and in the days to come. Brighten our future with a firm
trust in Your promises and care. Lord, in Your mercy,

C:
P:

Hear our prayer.
Remove our fears, and make us bold to pray with confidence as our Savior has
taught us:
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
C:

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For
Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

THE BLESSING
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace.

C:

Amen.

HYMN #592 “PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW”

A private graveside service will be held after the service for the immediate family at
Calvary Cemetery.
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Officiant

Pastor Timothy Hartwig

Hymn copyright information:

HYMN #177 “I AM JESUS’ LITTLE LAMB”
Tr. Composite

Brüder Choralbuch, Leipzig, 1784

Obituary for Alan Thomas Clennon
Alan “Al” Thomas Clennon, age 48, of
Mankato passed away in his sleep on Sunday,
April 26, 2020. A drive-in funeral service will
be held at CST 11:00 AM on Thursday, April
30, 2020, at Peace Lutheran Church, North
Mankato. Please tune into FM 88.1 or visit
www.peacemankato.com/livestream for a
live stream of the service. Those who attend
the drive-in service should please stay in
their vehicles. In lieu of flowers, memorials
are preferred.
Al knew and trusted in his Lord Jesus Christ.
He was confident of his own forgiveness and
salvation by grace through faith in Jesus.
Alan “Al” Thomas Clennon was born July 19,
1971, in Mason City, Iowa, to Mark and
Beverly (Gerber) Clennon and was baptized into the Christian faith at Saint Joseph
Church, Mason City. The family moved frequently due to his father’s business. He
moved to Springfield, MN in 1979. He attended St. Raphael School for grades 3-8
where he was confirmed in the Christian faith. He attended Springfield Public High
School for grades 9-12 and graduated in 1989. He attended Mankato State
University and Brown Institute and graduated with a degree in Radio Broadcasting.
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Al had a successful sales career in radio broadcasting, working for ownership
groups in Redwood Falls, New Ulm, Mankato, and Minneapolis, MN. He then worked
as a salesman at Heinz Toyota. At the time of his death, Al served as a Registered
Representative and Investment Advisor for Freedom Financial of Springfield and
Marshall, MN.
Al placed his highest value on his Christian faith, family, and friends. Al was loyal,
humble, and kind. Al did not consider “sheltering in place” to be a great hardship.
He loved being with his children and wife while watching streamed worship
services in his pajamas with all his beloved under his roof. His last day on earth Al
spent his best version of a Saturday with all of his children, kissed his wife and
hugged her more than she can count, and went to sleep with everyone safe and
healthy under his roof. On Sunday morning he was in Heaven with his Savior.
Al is survived by his wife Karina (Harstad) Clennon.
Children: Rachel (19), Ellie (17), Grace (15) and their mother Lynn Waterbury
(Rubie); Jacob (6) and Samuel (4) Clennon.
Parents: Mark and Bev Clennon. Sister Megan (Harmon) Quesenberry, and their
children Tori, Kate, and Kyle. Brother Phil Clennon, and his children Madisen and
Hannah. Parents-in-law: Adie and Helen Harstad. Brother’s-in-law Christopher
(Elizabeth) Harstad and their child Natalie; Derek (Sarah) Harstad and their
children Adelyn, Maria, and Harrison. Many aunts and uncles, cousins and dear
friends.
Al was proceeded in death by grandparents: Art & Dolores Clennon, Ralph & Donna
Gerber. Aunts and Uncles: Willie Clennon, Timothy Clennon, Arlis (Steve) Clennon,
and Bob (Paulette) Cummings. A young cousin: Kristi Erickson.
Blessed be his memory.

Honorary pallbearers:
Phil Clennon
Christopher Harstad
Derek Harstad
Joe Hoffman
Eric Jones
Harmon Quesenberry
Tony Sawder
Ben Taylor
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