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WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, You form the minds of Your faithful people into a single will. Make us love
what You command and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of
this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through Your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

THE DIVINE SERVICE
Rite 1, p. 41

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION
OPENING PRAYER
P:

O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence
to hear Your holy Word. We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that
through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness.
Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen.
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HYMN #54 “BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR”
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P:

Let us confess our sins to God and pray:
We poor sinners confess to You, O God, not only that we have been conceived
and born in sin, but also that throughout life we have often and in many ways
offended You, our Lord and Maker, in thought, word and deed, so that You could
with perfect justice reject and condemn us for all eternity.
Therefore we come before You with sorrow of heart, in dread and terror of Your
holy justice and of everlasting death. Our sins are a grievous foe, which we should
hate in every way as long as we live.
O merciful God, You still grant us in this hour to be reminded of Your fatherly
goodness. According to the promise of Your Word we flee for refuge to Your
infinite mercy and implore You, dearest Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your
only-begotten Son, our Brother, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised
again for our justification:
Forgive us all our sins through faith, which the Holy Spirit increases in our hearts
to full assurance.

C: We therefore pray You, O Lord, through Your servant to declare to us the
forgiveness of all our sins. We poor sinners are willing to forgive all who have
offended against us. We earnestly desire to grow in true godliness. Help us, O
God, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE ABSOLUTION
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord:
Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
For God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all
your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST)
P:

Glory be to God in the highest.
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THE SALUTATION

THE COLLECT
P:

Let us pray…one God, now and forever.

II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
FIFTH SUNDAY

AFTER EASTER – I am the way, the truth, and the life. Christ’s
message is so exclusive that it rejects all others. There is only one way to the Father,
and that way is a person. He does not say, ‘I show you the way,’ like a second Moses,
but I am the way. Nor ‘I have the truth,’ like another Elijah, but I am the truth. Not
only ‘I lead unto life,’ as one of his apostles, but I am the life. (Kögel). The exclusivity of
salvation resting in the person of Jesus Christ is a rock against which the unbelieving
world crushes itself, but upon which God builds his Church.

THE LESSON – ACTS 17:1-12
1When

Paul and Silas had traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came
to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2As was his custom, Paul went
to the Jews, and on three Sabbath days he led them in a discussion from the
Scriptures, 3explaining and proving that the Christ had to suffer and rise from the
dead. He also said, “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Christ.” 4Some of them
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were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great number of God-fearing
Greeks and more than a few of the prominent women.
5But the Jews became jealous and gathered from the marketplace some wicked
men, who formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s house
and searched for Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the mob. 6When they
did not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city
officials, shouting, “These men, who have stirred up trouble all over the world, have
come here too, 7and Jason has welcomed them as guests! They are all acting
contrary to Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, Jesus!” 8The crowd
and the city officials were stirred up when they heard these things. 9They took a
security bond from Jason and the others and then let them go.
10That same night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. When they
arrived, they went into the Jewish synagogue. 11Now the Bereans were more nobleminded than the Thessalonians. They received the word very eagerly and examined
the Scriptures every day to see if these things were so.
12Many of them believed, along with more than a few prominent Greek women
and men.

THE PSALM, 118
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Refrain – 1st time - duet, 2nd time congregation
Verse 1 – duet

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever;
Let the house of Israel say:
"His mercy endures forever."

Refrain – Congregation
Verse 2 – duet

The hand of the Lord has struck with pow'r,
his right hand is exalted,
I shall not die, but live anew,
declaring the works of the Lord.

Refrain - Congregation
Verse 3 – duet

The stone which the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,
the Lord of love and mercy
has brought wonder to our eyes!

Refrain – Congregation

THE EPISTLE – 1 PETER 2:4-10
4As

you come to him, the Living Stone, rejected by men but chosen by God and
precious, 5you also, like living stones, are being built as a spiritual house to be a holy
priesthood, in order to bring spiritual sacrifices that are acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ. 6For it says in Scripture:
See, I lay a stone in Zion,
a chosen and precious cornerstone,
and the one who believes in him will certainly not be put to shame.
7Therefore, for you who believe, this is an honor. But for those who do not
believe:
The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,
8and,
a stone over which they stumble
and a rock over which they fall.
Because they continue to disobey the word, they stumble over it. And that is the
consequence appointed for them.
9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, the people who
are God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of him who called
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you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10At one time you were not a people,
but now you are the people of God. At one time you were not shown mercy, but
now you have been shown mercy.

THE HOLY GOSPEL – JOHN 14:1-12
P:

The Holy Gospel for the Fifth Sunday after Easter is written in the 14th chapter of
the Gospel according to St. John, beginning at the 1st verse.
1“Do

not let your heart be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my
Father’s house are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I am
going to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and take you to be with me, so that you may also be where I am. 4You know
where I am going, and you know the way.”
5“Lord, we don’t know where you are going,” Thomas replied, “so how can we
know the way?”
6Jesus said to him, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the
Father, except through me. 7If you know me, you would also know my Father. From
now on you do know him and have seen him.”
8“Lord,” said Philip, “show us the Father, and that is enough for us.”
9“Have I been with you so long,” Jesus answered, “and you still do not know me,
Philip? The one who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us
the Father’? 10Don’t you believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The
words that I am telling you I am not speaking on my own, but the Father who
remains in me is doing his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father, and the
Father is in me. Or else believe because of the works themselves.
12“Amen, Amen, I tell you: The one who believes in me will do the works that I am
doing. And he will do even greater works than these, because I am going to the
Father.
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THE CREED
P:
C:

Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life  everlasting.
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HYMN “ZION MOURNS IN FEAR AND ANGUISH”
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THE SERMON – ISAIAH 49:14-16

GOD WILL NEVER FORGET YOU

14But

Zion said, “The LORD has abandoned me.
The Lord has forgotten me.”
15Can a woman forget her nursing child
and not show mercy to the son from her womb?
Even if these women could forget,
I will never forget you.
16Look, I have inscribed you on the palms of my hands.
Your walls are never out of my sight.

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit  be with you all.

HYMN #363 “THOU ART THE WAY”
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THE COLLECT
P:

We thank You, Almighty God, that You have built Your Church upon the foundation
of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the Head Cornerstone.
Grant that we may be joined together in unity of spirit by their doctrine, that we
may be made a holy temple acceptable unto You, through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and
forever.

THE BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace.

†

†
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THE CLOSING HYMN #403 “GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO THAT HE GAVE”
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THE CLOSING PRAYER
P:

O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be
strengthened in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death.
Amen.

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“And my God will fully supply your every need, according to his
glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:19
Please continue to give your offering:
by either mailing your offering to the church,
or using our online giving option (fees are deducted, up to 3.5%).
Thank you.

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Duet: Alison Wierschke, Anna Tecken; Pianist: Laura Harstad;
Video Production: Paul Fries, Phil Wels;
Live Streaming: Matt Wiechmann;
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
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Announcements
This week’s schedule, May 10 – 17:
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM
Divine Service – Online
8:30 AM
Divine Service – Drive-in
10:00 AM
Adult Bible Class – Online
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Solid Grounds Bible Study – Online
6:30 PM
Council Meeting – Zoom
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM
Divine Service – Online
8:30 AM
Divine Service – Drive-in
10:00 AM
Adult Bible Class – Online
Sign-up to Receive Private Communion – Since we were unable to join
together for Holy Communion at our regular Sunday services, the pastors are
inviting you and your family to sign up for a time to come to church and to receive
Holy Communion during a brief communion service May 13th – 16th. Times are available
throughout the day and spread out in 15 minute intervals to give enough time for
sanitization and set up between families. Please go to tinyurl.com/PeaceHC to sign up.
Confirmation Links – Last weekend we held an online confirmation
examination and individual confirmation services for each of our seven
confirmands. If you would like to watch the online examination go to
tinyurl.com/peaceexamination. If you would like to watch the videos of the individual
confirmations please go to https://vimeo.com/peacemankato. Congratulations to each
of our 2020 confirmands!
Continued Pastoral Care – While we certainly want to follow the guidance of our
government and shelter at home these next few weeks, both pastors will continue to be
available to offer spiritual encouragement and care. We are available to meet with you
over the phone, the internet, or in-person at your home, if the need arises.
Pastor Hartwig – 507-382-6826, pastorhartwig@gmail.com
Pastor Moldstad – 507-382-0045, pastormoldstad@gmail.com
Need help? – During this time many are homebound and might have difficulty getting
the food and supplies they need. If you are in need of assistance in getting items from
the store, please contact the church office: karen@peacemankato.com or 507-3851386, and we will work to find a way to assist you.
Upcoming YOUTH Activities (for registration forms to be emailed to you, please
contact Karen at karen@peacemankato.com)
Camp Indianhead (ages: 11 – 16) in Henning, MN, July 12th to 17th
The Synod is asking for campers to sign up now but NOT to pay the registration fee at
this time. (Peace will reimburse half of the registration fee to attend Camp Indianhead)
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To watch our service live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/live-streaming. The service
will start automatically when it is live (8:15AM). For recorded services, go to
www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you can choose which service to watch.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschoolers have now received their fourth packet which contained
their Alphabet Books. We hope you all are having fun finishing those special books. We also
want you to know that we will be having a private graduation and good-bye for each of our
students at Jesus’ Lambs at Peace. We will do this individually on Thursday, May 21st and Friday,
May 22nd (and, possibly Wednesday also to have enough time for everyone). We will sing
favorite songs and M/W/F children will be able to recite their play lines for the final time!!
Grandparents and siblings are welcome to come and sing along. Children will receive their
special envelopes and memory books and book gift at this time. I will be calling soon to set up
your special time for your family!! If you have any questions, please email me at
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com
MVL Summer Camp Changes - Changes have been made to the dates of MVL's summer camps.
A full list can be found at mvl.org/athletics/summer-camps. If you have already registered and
wish to cancel, please contact the MVL office at 507-354-6851 or sallee@mvlhs.org.
“Frontline Warriors”: We are hearing much about those who are serving our nation these days
against the enemy “invisible” in so many ways and we are rightly showing our appreciation. But
at the same time we do not want to forget those who have served us against the enemy
“visible” in the past or the present. As we are approaching some significant days on the
Calendar: Mother’s/Father’s Day and Memorial Day, this may be an opportune time to express
this appreciation to your beloved veterans personally. We may be required to remain at a
distance from these loved ones at this time, but, for example, by securing a paver stone with
their name and their service recounted at the ELS Military Monument, this may be an
endearingly significant gift for them. These loved ones may not be the veteran so honored, but
perhaps it was a cherished spouse, parent or grandparent, and this can be secured in your loved
ones’ name. Please check out how you can donate in various ways to this project at
https://els.org/monument/ Or call Pastor Larry Wentzlaff at 320-905-1929. Remember, the
veteran so honored does not need to have been, or even now currently, a member of the ELS.

Hymn copyright information:
HYMN #54 “BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR”
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