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WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

THE DIVINE SERVICE
Rite 1, p. 41

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION
OPENING PRAYER
P:

O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence
to hear Your holy Word. We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that
through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness.
Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen.
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HYMN #392 “ALLELUIA SING TO JESUS”

CW #169
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P:

Let us confess our sins to God and pray:
We poor sinners confess to You, O God, not only that we have been conceived
and born in sin, but also that throughout life we have often and in many ways
offended You, our Lord and Maker, in thought, word and deed, so that You could
with perfect justice reject and condemn us for all eternity.
Therefore we come before You with sorrow of heart, in dread and terror of Your
holy justice and of everlasting death. Our sins are a grievous foe, which we should
hate in every way as long as we live.
O merciful God, You still grant us in this hour to be reminded of Your fatherly
goodness. According to the promise of Your Word we flee for refuge to Your
infinite mercy and implore You, dearest Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your
only-begotten Son, our Brother, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised
again for our justification:
Forgive us all our sins through faith, which the Holy Spirit increases in our hearts
to full assurance.

C: We therefore pray You, O Lord, through Your servant to declare to us the
forgiveness of all our sins. We poor sinners are willing to forgive all who have
offended against us. We earnestly desire to grow in true godliness. Help us, O
God, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE ABSOLUTION
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord:
Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
For God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all
your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC “ALL PRAISE TO GOD, WHO REIGNS ABOVE”
All praise to God, who reigns above, The God of all creation,
The God of wonders pow'r, and love, The God of our salvation
With healing balm my soul He fills, The God who ev'ry sorrow stills
To God all praise and glory!
What God's almighty pow'r hath made His gracious mercy keepeth;
By morning dawn or evening shade His watchful eye ne'er sleepeth;
Within the kingdom of His might, Lo, all is just, and all is right
To God all praise and glory!
Public domain
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THE SALUTATION

THE COLLECT
P:

Let us pray.
Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day You ascended far above the heavens and at
God’s right hand You rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the
Spirit of truth that at Your command and by Your power we may be Your witnesses
in all the world; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
ASCENSION SUNDAY – The ascension is the crowning seal of approval placed on
Christ’s work of redemption. Here He sits down at the right hand of the Father and
uses His enemies as His footstool (Psalm 110). He ascends to the right hand of the
Father, which is not a particular location, but it is the position of power and authority.
Here he controls everything for the good of the church. He continues to rule as
prophet, priest, and king. As prophet, He sends men to preach the Gospel. As priest, He
intercedes for us. As king, He rules His three-fold kingdom (power, grace. and glory).
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THE LESSON – ACTS 1:1-11
1I

wrote my first book, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began doing and
teaching 2until the day he was taken up, after he had given instructions through the
Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3After he had suffered, he presented
himself alive to the apostles with many convincing proofs. He appeared to them
over a period of forty days and told them things about the kingdom of God.
4Once, when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not depart
from Jerusalem, but wait for what the Father promised, which you heard from me.
5For John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many
days from now.”
6So when they were together with him, they asked, “Lord, is this the time when
you are going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”
7He said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the Father
has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.”
9After he said these things, he was taken up while they were watching, and a
cloud took him out of their sight. 10They were looking intently into the sky as he
went away. Suddenly, two men in white clothes stood beside them. 11They said,
“Men of Galilee, why are you standing here looking up into the sky? This same Jesus,
who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you
have seen him go into heaven.”

THE EPISTLE – EPHESIANS 1:16-23
16I

never stop giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17I keep
praying that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, will give you the
Spirit of wisdom and revelation in knowing Christ fully. 18I pray that the eyes of your
heart may be enlightened, so that you may know the hope to which he has called
you, just how rich his glorious inheritance among the saints is, 19and just how
surpassingly great his power is for us who believe. 20It is as great as the working of
his mighty strength, which God worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule,
authority, power, and dominion, and above every name that is given, not only in this
age but also in the one to come. 22God also placed all things under his feet and made
him head over everything for the church. 23The church is his body, the fullness of
him who fills everything in every way.
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THE HOLY GOSPEL – LUKE 24:44-53
P:

The Holy Gospel for the Ascension of Our Lord is written in the 24th chapter of the
Gospel according to St. Luke, beginning at the 44th verse.
44He

said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with
you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the
Prophets, and the Psalms.”
45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46He said to them,
“This is what is written and so it must be: The Christ will suffer and rise from the
dead on the third day, 47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in
his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these
things. 49Look, I am sending you what my Father promised. But stay in the city until
you are clothed with power from on high.”
50He led them out as far as the vicinity of Bethany. He lifted up his hands and
blessed them. 51And while he was blessing them, he parted from them and was
taken up into heaven. 52So they worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with
great joy. 53They were continually in the temple courts, praising and blessing God.
Amen.

REMOVAL OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE

The paschal candle is lit during the Easter Season and is meant to symbolize the presence
of the risen Christ, the light of the world, with his faithful people. Having been burned

for the seven weeks of Easter, the lit paschal candle is carried out of the nave to
signify Christ removing his visible presence from us.
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THE CREED
P:

Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:

C:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life  everlasting.
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HYMN #390 “LOOK, O LOOK, THE SIGHT IS GLORIOUS”
T. Kelly, 1769-1855, alt.

W. Owen, 1814-93
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THE SERMON – ACTS 1:1-11

THE LORD JESUS ASCENDED TO RULE

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P:

Blessed Jesus, you ascended to the right hand of your Father’s majesty, power, and
glory and now reign as eternal King of kings and Lord of lords.

C: We praise you for your victory over sin, death, Satan, and hell.
P:

O ascended Prophet, equip your Church to proclaim the precious gospel message of
God’ love for all the world.

C: Give courage to our hearts, power to our words, and success to our efforts.
P:

O ascended High Priest, represent us before the Father as his own dear children
and heirs. Defend us against Satan’s every accusation. Ask for the Father’s rich
blessings in our everyday lives.

C: Plead for his mercy and grace on our behalf.
P:

O ascended King, direct the affairs of governments and nations that they may serve
the best interest of you Church.

C: You are our Lord, Master, and King.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.
P:

As the disciples lifted their eyes to watch your ascension, so lift our eyes daily to
look for your coming again in glory.

C: Lord Jesus, come quickly. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead
us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit  be with you all.
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THE COLLECT
P:

We thank You, Almighty God, that You have built Your Church upon the foundation
of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the Head Cornerstone.
Grant that we may be joined together in unity of spirit by their doctrine, that we
may be made a holy temple acceptable unto You, through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and
forever.

THE BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace.
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THE CLOSING HYMN #389:1-4 “A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING”
The Venerable Bede, 673-735
Tr. B. Webb, 1820-85, alt.

Geistliche Kirchengesäng, Cologne, 1623
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THE CLOSING PRAYER
P:

O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be
strengthened in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death.
Amen.
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THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“And my God will fully supply your every need, according to his
glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:19
Please continue to give your offering:
by either mailing your offering to the church,
or using our online giving option (fees are deducted, up to 3.5%).
Thank you.

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Small Group: Katie Hartwig, Thalia Londgren, Anna Tecken, Alison Wierschke,
Mike Madson, Todd Olsen, Eric Woller; Pianist/Accompanist: Laura Harstad;
Video Production: Paul Fries, Phil Wels;
Live Streaming: Matt Wiechmann;
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org

Hymn copyright information:
HYMN “ALLELUIA SING TO JESUS”

CW #169

William C. Dix, 1837-98, abr., alt.
Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, alt.
From Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993. Reprinted under One License #A-721927
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Announcements
This week’s schedule, May 24 – 31:
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM
Divine Service – Online
8:30 AM
Divine Service – Drive-in
NO Adult Bible Class – Holiday weekend
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Solid Grounds Bible Study – Online
Wednesday – Saturday
Individual Family Communion Services
Sunday: 8:15 & 10:45 AM
Divine Service – Online
8:30 AM
Divine Service – Drive-in
10:00 AM
Adult Bible Class – Online
Important upcoming events:
June 14th
Annual Meeting

Sign-up to Receive Private Communion – Since we were unable to join
together for Holy Communion at our regular Sunday services, the pastors are
inviting you and your family to sign up for a time to come to church and to receive
Holy Communion during a brief communion service May 27th – 30th. Times are available
throughout the day and spread out in 15 minute intervals to give enough time for
sanitization and set up between families.
To sign up, please go to
peacemankato.com/holycommunion.
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study will continue into the month of June.
Bible Study links:
Sunday morning – peacemankato.com/biblestudy
Tuesday morning – peacemankato.com/solidgrounds
Continued Pastoral Care – While we continue to follow the guidance of our
government to stay safe during this time, both pastors will continue to be available to
offer spiritual encouragement and care. We are available to meet with you over the
phone, the internet, or in-person at your home, if the need arises.
Pastor Hartwig – 507-382-6826, pastorhartwig@gmail.com
Pastor Moldstad – 507-382-0045, pastormoldstad@gmail.com
To watch our service live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/live-streaming. The
service will start automatically at 8:15 & 10:45AM. For recorded services, go to
www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you can choose which service to watch.
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Humanitarian Aid for ELS Church in Midland, MI – As you have heard from the news,
two dams broke in the city of Midland, Michigan, and massive flooding has occurred.
Pastor Paul and Barbe Schneider who serve at our ELS church there, Holy Scripture
Lutheran, are safe. However, the church and parsonage have been heavily damaged.
The entire church building is filled waist deep with water. The parsonage basement is
full from floor to ceiling, and water is above the baseboards on the main floor. We ask
for your prayers. If you would also wish to donate toward a relief fund, please send
your gifts to: ELS Holy Scripture Flood Relief, 6 Browns Court, Mankato, MN 56001. You
may wish to use the set-up for electronic giving and marking "Flood Relief." Please go to
els.org/donate.
MVL Graduation on May 24 – A virtual graduation service is being prepared for MVL's
Class of 2020. The service will be available for viewing at (and after) 2:00 PM on Sunday,
May 24. Visit mvl.org or facebook.com/mvlhs to tune in. God's blessing to our seniors
and their families!
MVL Summer Camp Changes – Changes have been made to the dates of MVL's summer
camps. A full list can be found at mvl.org/athletics/summer-camps. If you have already
registered and wish to cancel, please contact the MVL office at 507-354-6851 or
sallee@mvlhs.org.
“Frontline Warriors”: We are hearing much about those who are serving our nation
these days against the enemy “invisible” in so many ways and we are rightly showing
our appreciation. But at the same time we do not want to forget those who have served
us against the enemy “visible” in the past or the present. As we are approaching some
significant days on the Calendar: Memorial Day and Father’s Day, this may be an
opportune time to express this appreciation to your beloved veterans personally. We
may be required to remain at a distance from these loved ones at this time, but, for
example, by securing a paver stone with their name and their service recounted at the
ELS Military Monument, this may be an endearingly significant gift for them. These
loved ones may not be the veteran so honored, but perhaps it was a cherished spouse,
parent or grandparent, and this can be secured in your loved ones’ name. Please check
out how you can donate in various ways to this project at https://els.org/monument/
Or call Pastor Larry Wentzlaff at 320-905-1929. Remember, the veteran so honored
does not need to have been, or even now currently, a member of the ELS.
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Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool announces the graduation of 30
children going on to Kindergarten next year. Keep these children in
your prayers as they advance to the next grade. We enjoyed
immensely our special individual graduation and good-byes for our
preschoolers. We pray that God would bless our 2020 graduates and
all of our preschool families throughout the summer and into our new
school year.
Alexis Bartels
Ava Cook
Charli Ringen
Emma Dueck
Glenn Wiechmann
Harrison Harstad
Jack Londgren
Aubrey Bach
Ellie Smith
Gregory Reagles
Kaylee Wolff

Morning Class M/W/F
Lilian Saidler
Lily Onken
Mason Evers
Mikaela Lemke
Nolan Graham
Nova Hoisington
Peighton Barber
Afternoon Class M/W/F
Levi Martin
Madelyn Carstensen
Madilyn Laird
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Piper Cogswell-Sullivan
Rudy Smith
Ruth Liverseed
Sophia Klockziem
T.J. Holmes
Whitney Michaletz

Norah Bindert
Penelope Lien
Zoe Bartlett
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