WRESTLE WITH GOD IN PRAYER

Jacob was left alone, and he wrestled with a man there until
daybreak. … The man said, “Let me go. It’s daybreak.”
Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”
Genesis 32:24, 26
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WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the
right as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room
to enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer
before the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, You reveal Your mighty power chiefly in showing mercy and kindness. Grant
us the full measure of Your grace that we may obtain Your promises and become
partakers of You heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Matins, p. 109

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly
Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to
set forth His most worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves
and on behalf of others, those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O
come, let us worship Him! Let us kneel and bow down before Him. Let us confess
our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by His infinite grace and
mercy.
C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost
sheep. We have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have
offended against Your holy law. We have done those things which we should not
have done, and we have not done those things which we should have done. Have
mercy on us, O Lord! Spare us and restore us, according to the promises You have
declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His sake grant that we may live a
godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of Your holy name.
P: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our
sins, grace for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

† † †
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HYMN #214 “GLORIOUS THINGS OF THEE ARE SPOKEN”
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THE VERSICLES
P: O Lord, open my lips.

P: Make haste, O God, to deliver me.
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THE INVITATORY
P: O come, let us worship the Lord.

THE VENITE EXULTEMUS
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II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – The texts we are using for this Sunday are
all focused around prayer. Our Old Testament lesson is the familiar account of Jacob
wrestling with God, refusing to let go until God blesses him just as He had promised.
We, too, are encouraged to pray boldly, especially for the things that God has promised
to us. In our Epistle and Gospel lessons we are reminded of the importance of offering
prayers of thanksgiving to God for all he provides.
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THE PSALMODY – PSALM 43
P: 1Judge me justly, O God, and plead my case against an ungodly nation.
C: Rescue me from the deceitful, wicked man.
2I know you are God, my stronghold.
P: Why have you rejected me?
Why must I go around mourning because of oppression by the enemy?
C: 3Send out your light and your truth.
P: Let them guide me.
C: Let them bring me to your holy mountain, to your dwelling.
P: 4Then I will go to the altar of God, to God, my joy and gladness.
C: Then I will praise you with the lyre, O God, my God.
P: 5Why are you so depressed, O my soul?
Why so disturbed within me?
C: Hope in God, for I will again praise him for my salvation from the face of my God.
All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen.

THE EPISTLE – 1 TIMOTHY 4:4-5
4In

fact, everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is
received with thanksgiving, 5because it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer.

THE HOLY GOSPEL – MATTHEW 14:13-21
13When

Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place to
be alone. When the crowds heard this, they followed him on foot from the towns.
14When Jesus got out of the boat, he saw a large crowd. He had compassion on
them and healed their sick. 15When evening came, his disciples came to him and
said, “This is a deserted place and the hour is already late. Send the crowds away,
so that they can go into the villages and buy food for themselves.”
16But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go away. You give them
something to eat.”
17They told him, “We have here only five loaves and two fish.”
18“Bring them here to me,” he replied. 19Then he instructed the people to sit
down on the grass. He took the five loaves and the two fish. After looking up to
heaven, he blessed them. He broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples. The
disciples gave the food to the people. 20They all ate and were filled. They picked up
twelve basketfuls of what was left over from the broken pieces. 21Those who ate
were about five thousand men, not even counting women and children.
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A RESPONSORY
P: O Lord, have mercy upon us.

HYMN #385 “WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS”
1. What a friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry Ev’rything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit; O what needless pain we bear—
All because we do not carry Ev’rything to God in prayer!
2. Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged— Take it to the Lord in prayer!
Can we find a friend so faithful Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— Take it to the Lord in prayer!
3. Are we weak and heavy laden, Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge— Take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer.
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; Thou wilt find a solace there.

SERMON: GENESIS 32:22-31

WRESTLE WITH GOD IN PRAYER

22He

got up that night and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven
sons, and crossed over the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across
the stream, and he also sent his possessions across. 24Jacob was left alone, and he
wrestled with a man there until daybreak. 25When the man saw that he could not
defeat him, he touched the socket of his thigh, and the socket of Jacob’s thigh was
dislocated as he wrestled. 26The man said, “Let me go. It’s daybreak.”
Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”
27Then he said to him, “What is your name?”
He said, “Jacob.”
28Then he said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have
fought with God and with men, and you have won.”
29Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.”
He said, “Why do you ask what my name is?” Then he blessed him there.
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30Jacob

named the place Peniel, because he said, “I have seen God face-to-face,
and my life has been spared.” 31The sun rose as he crossed over at Peniel, and he
was limping because of his thigh.

THE CANTICLE HYMN #43:1, 4 “HOLY GOD, WE PRAISE THY NAME”
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THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting. Amen.
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE KYRIE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE COLLECT
P: Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your boundless grace, for the sake
of Your Son, You have given us the Holy Gospel, and have instituted the holy
Sacraments, that through them we may have comfort and forgiveness of sin; we
beseech You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we may believe Your Word; and
through the holy Sacraments day by day establish our faith, until we at last obtain
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
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THE BENEDICAMUS
P: Let us bless the Lord.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

THE CLOSING HYMN “GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING”
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CW #332

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House; Setting reprinted by permission of Oxford University Press. From
Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal, NPH © 1993 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-721927.
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THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“God is able to make all grace overflow to you, so that in all things, at all times,
having all that you need, you will overflow in every good work.”
(II Corinthians 9:8)
Please continue to give your offering:
by either bringing it to church, mailing it to the church,
or using our online giving option (fees are deducted, up to 3.5%). Thank you.

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
10 AM – Guitar: Tony Cordes;
Ushers: 1st – Brandon Evers, Derek Harstad, Jeff Huber, Matt Lukasek;
2nd – Jonathan Stadler, Mark Zenk;
Organist: Katie Hartwig.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org

Hymn Copyright information:
THE CANTICLE HYMN #43:1, 4 “HOLY GOD, WE PRAISE THY NAME”
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Announcements
This week’s schedule, August 16 – 23:
Sunday:
8:30 AM
Indoor Divine Service
(masks required)
10:00 AM
Outdoor & Drive-In Divine Service
(masks strongly encouraged)
Tuesday:
7:00 PM
M.O.M.s Bible Study @ Mt. Olive – No child care
Wednesday:
6:30 PM
Indoor Wednesday Evening Divine Service with
Holy Communion (masks required)
Thursday:
6:00 PM
Meeting for Peace parents with kids in CDS
Sunday:
8:30 AM
Indoor Divine Service with Holy Communion
(masks required)
10:00 AM
Outdoor & Drive-In Divine Service (no HC)
(masks strongly encouraged)
Recognition of Confirmation
Important upcoming events:
August 25th
Preschool Registration and Picnic – 6-8 PM
th
August 27
Red Cross Blood Drive – 12-5 PM
August 30th
Installation of Council and Board Members
Continued Pastoral Care – While we continue to follow the guidance of our
government to stay safe during this time, both pastors will continue to be available to
offer spiritual encouragement and care. We are available to meet with you over the
phone, the internet, in the office, or in-person at your home, if the need arises.
Pastor Hartwig – 507-382-6826, pastorhartwig@gmail.com
Pastor Moldstad – 507-382-0045, pastormoldstad@gmail.com
Meeting for Parents of Peace Students attending Mt. Olive or Risen
Savior Schools – On Thursday, August 20th, at 6pm, we will be holding our
annual meeting for parents of Peace students attending Mt. Olive and Risen
Savior Schools. This meeting is to provide financial information concerning Peace’s
support of your students, as well as pertinent information from our Mt. Olive School
Board liaison, Ben Kohls. We require that at least one parent from each family attend.
Recognition of Confirmation – Last Spring we had seven
students who were confirmed in private ceremonies due to COVID19. Now that some of the restrictions on gatherings have been relaxed, we would like
to recognize their confirmations in a public way. On Sunday, August 23rd, we are
inviting our confirmands to participate in a recognition of confirmation ceremony at our
10am outdoor service. We invite our members to attend and support our confirmands
to congratulate them on this accomplishment and to encourage them in their faith life.
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Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool will host our Back-to-School Picnic on
Tuesday, August 25 6-8 p.m. If you are volunteering, please wear you Thrivent
T-shirts and come, masked or with shields. If you are working registration, we
will bring families through the classrooms one at a time, drop off supplies, see
classrooms and lockers, then exit through the playground door to the picnic. We ask all
food servers to wear masks and gloves! Many thanks to all for your help. For more
information, please email Joslyn at joslynmoldstad@gmail.com
Red Cross Blood Drive at Peace on August 27th, 12PM – 5PM.
Free COVID-19 antibody testing will be done. The results of your
antibody test will be available about 7-10 days after your donation
by logging in to your Blood Donor account. Please call 1-800-733-2767, or visit
RedCrossBlood.org and enter: PEACENOKNATO to schedule an appointment. Come to
give during August and you’ll automatically be entered to a chance to win a trip for four
to Cedar Point or Knott’s Berry Farm! Includes travel, hotel, park admission and more!
Terms and conditions apply, visit rcblood.org/CedarFair for details.
Adult Fellowship Night Cornhole Tournament. Join us on Friday, August
28th, from 5:30-8pm for our 3rd Annual Cornhole Tournament at Peace!
We invite adults 21+ to participate. (Childcare is not provided.) Due to
COVID-19 restrictions, all of our activities will be outdoors. (Bathrooms will still be
available.) We are inviting you to bring your own picnic dinner to enjoy on the lawn,
drinks and individual wrapped ice cream treats will be provided. Sign up at
peacemankato.com/cornhole if you have your team, otherwise we’ll pair up the night of
the event. We are also looking for a number of people to lend us their cornhole boards
and bags.
If you are willing, please let Pastor or Joni Moldstad knowpastormoldstad@gmail.com. They can be dropped off in the church office before
August 27th. Please label your bags!
Summer Moms On a Mission (M.O.M.s) Bible Study Opportunity
Continues! The M.O.M.s summer evening study will continue through the
summer months. They meet Tuesday evenings at 7pm in the library at Mt.
Olive. They will be studying the book of Galatians. Study materials will be provided, just
bring a Bible and writing utensil. If you would like more information, please contact
Thalia Londgren at thalia.pollard@blc.edu. All moms welcome at any time!
The M.O.M.s study group has one more summer park playdate. All are
welcome to join us Thursday morning. Park playdates are come and go from
9-noon. You are welcome to pack a lunch and picnic if you like. August 13th
will be Treemendous Park in St. Peter. Park playdates are a chance to get the
kids out to play, and the parents to connect with other Christian parents. If raining, the
playdate is cancelled. We hope to see you there! Questions? Email Kristen Lukasek at
mattlukasek@yahoo.com.
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New 2 You is up and running. Hours are 9:30am to 1:30pm, Tuesday
through Saturday for now. Donations are taken at the front door of the
former Curves space (near New 2 You front door); however, it would be
wise to call first to see if FULL for the day. Again, thanks for your support
of New 2 You through your donations, volunteering and shopping!
WELS & ELS Singles Facebook Group – If you're single (unmarried,
divorced, widowed) and looking to socialize, make friends, or enjoy fellowship
with other singles who share your faith, we encourage you to join our
Facebook group! Our group consists of over 260 members with ages ranging from 1865+. We're an active group who loves sharing Biblical encouragement, prayers,
Lutheran memes, personal victories, and tacos. Our page is full of discussion posts and
we typically have a weekly video hangout on Sunday evenings. We'd love to have you
join us. https://www.facebook.com/groups/wels.els.singles
Job Posting - Jesus Loves Me Learning Center in North Mankato is looking for classroom
assistant teachers and aides who have enthusiasm and passion for children, patience
and a sense of humor, good communication skills, and are flexible. Please pick up an
application from the church office or the Jesus Loves Me office. You may also email
directorjlm@stpaulsnorthmankato.com or call 507-345-7707 for an application.

Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
MVLHS Director of Mission Advancement Position Open – Minnesota Valley Lutheran
High School seeks a WELS or ELS male to serve as Director of Mission Advancement.
Interested individuals should contact MVL Principal, Dr. Tim Plath, for more information
at 507-354-6851 or tplath@mvlhs.org.
Open Positions at MVL – Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School is looking to fill two
positions: 1. A part-time custodian(s) to work 25 hours per week. For more information
contact Ken Opitz at MVL at 507-354-6851 or kopitz@mvlhs.org. 2. A part-time food
service worker for approximately three hours each school day. Tasks include food
preparation and service, washing dishes and clean up. Individuals interested in this
position should contact Elizabeth Fluegge at MVL at 507-354-6851, 507-993-5195, or
foodservice@mvlhs.org.
MVL Booster Club Auction August 13-22 – The MVL Booster Club Auction, postponed
from March, will now be happening this month! A special online auction will run from
August 13-22, culminating in a Facebook live event on Saturday, August 22 from 6:308:00 P.M. You won't want to miss this! More details will be coming - stay tuned to
MVL's Facebook page (facebook.com/mvlhs).
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Opening Service & Recognitions – The Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School Board,
together with the faculty and staff, invites you to attend a celebration of thanksgiving
and joy to recognize the anniversary in the teaching ministry of Dr. Tim Plath – 40 years
and Mrs. Jennifer Uher – 25 years. Please join us in thanking God for their faithful
service on Sunday, August 30, at 1:30 PM at our Opening Service on campus. Also at
our Opening Service we will celebrate the installations of Mrs. Karyn Clemons and Rev.
Tom Westendorf. Congratulatory cards and letters may be sent to the attention of Mr.
Jim Buboltz, Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School, 45638 561st Avenue, New Ulm, MN
56073.
To watch our service live, go to: www.peacemankato.com/live-streaming. The
service will start automatically at 8:30 AM. For recorded services, go to
www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you can choose which service to watch.

Peace General Fund Contribution Update

Dear Members of Peace,
I’m excited to report to you that as of August 9th, Peace has received general fund
offerings above and beyond our budgeted needs to date. This is awesome! So often we
are looking at significant shortfalls, but as of right now we are on track with our budget.
What do you say we try to do it again and keep it going through the end of August! We
only have 3 weeks to go! May the wonderful comfort of God’s love and forgiveness in
Christ continue to overflow in your own offerings in thankfulness to God, but also to
support the work of His Kingdom.
Pastor Moldstad
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