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THE DIVINE SERVICE 
Rite 1, p. 41 

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION 

OPENING PRAYER 
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to 

hear Your holy Word.  We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that 
through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to 
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear 
ǳǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎŀƪŜΦ  Amen. 

HYMN #227:1 -2, 5-6   ȰSALVATION UNTO US IS COMEȱ 
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5. Still all the law fulfilled must be, Else we were lost forever, 
 Then God His Son sent down that He Might us from doom deliver; 
 IŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ !ƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ Iƛǎ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŀƴƎŜǊ ǎǘƛƭƭŜŘ 
 Which over us impended. 
 
6. As Christ hath full atonement made And brought to us salvation, 
 So may each Christian now be glad And build on this foundation: 
 Thy grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, Thy death now is my life indeed, 
 For Thou hast paid my ransom. 
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN 
P: Let us confess our sins to God and pray:  
  We poor sinners confess to You, O God, not only that we have been conceived and 

born in sin, but also that throughout life we have often and in many ways offended 
You, our Lord and Maker, in thought, word and deed, so that You could with perfect 
justice reject and condemn us for all eternity. 

  Therefore we come before You with sorrow of heart, in dread and terror of Your 
holy justice and of everlasting death.  Our sins are a grievous foe, which we should 
hate in every way as long as we live. 

  O merciful God, You still grant us in this hour to be reminded of Your fatherly 
goodness.  According to the promise of Your Word we flee for refuge to Your infinite 
mercy and implore You, dearest Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your only-
begotten Son, our Brother, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised again 
for our justification: 

  Forgive us all our sins through faith, which the Holy Spirit increases in our hearts 
to full assurance. 

C: We therefore pray You, O Lord, through Your servant to declare to us the 
forgiveness of all our sins.  We poor sinners are willing to forgive all who have 
offended against us.  We earnestly desire to grow in true godliness.  Help us, O God, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)  
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THE ABSOLUTION  
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord: 
  Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For 

God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

  Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all 
your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son \ and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST) 
P: Glory be to God in the highest. 
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