BRAVELY FEAR GOD

The midwives, however, feared God, so they did
not do what the king of Egypt told them to do,
but they let the boys live.
Exodus 1:17
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I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION
OPENING PRAYER
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to
hear Your holy Word. We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that
through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear
us for Christ’s sake. Amen.

HYMN #54 “BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR”
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THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Let us confess our sins to God and pray:
We poor sinners confess to You, O God, not only that we have been conceived and
born in sin, but also that throughout life we have often and in many ways offended
You, our Lord and Maker, in thought, word and deed, so that You could with perfect
justice reject and condemn us for all eternity.
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Therefore we come before You with sorrow of heart, in dread and terror of Your
holy justice and of everlasting death. Our sins are a grievous foe, which we should
hate in every way as long as we live.
O merciful God, You still grant us in this hour to be reminded of Your fatherly
goodness. According to the promise of Your Word we flee for refuge to Your infinite
mercy and implore You, dearest Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your onlybegotten Son, our Brother, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised again
for our justification:
Forgive us all our sins through faith, which the Holy Spirit increases in our hearts
to full assurance.
C: We therefore pray You, O Lord, through Your servant to declare to us the
forgiveness of all our sins. We poor sinners are willing to forgive all who have
offended against us. We earnestly desire to grow in true godliness. Help us, O God,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE ABSOLUTION
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord:
Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For
God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all
your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST)
P: Glory be to God in the highest.
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THE SALUTATION
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THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love; and, that
we may obtain what You promise, make us love what You command; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – God invites us to bravely fear Him. We
do so by boldly standing up for what is right in the face of evil and ever desiring to love
our neighbor as ourselves. We do so by confessing Him as the Christ, the Son of God.
Ultimately, our motivation for doing so is found in this One, who is our Savior from sin,
and over whom not even the gates of hell shall prevail.

THE LESSON – EXODUS 1:8 – 2:10
8Then

a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9He said to his
people, “Look, the Israelites are more numerous and more powerful than we are.
10Let’s come up with a wise plan to prevent them from increasing in number.
Otherwise, if war breaks out, they would join with our enemies and fight against us.
Then they would leave the land.” 11So the Egyptians placed taskmasters over them
to oppress them with forced labor. The Israelites built Pithom and Rameses as store
cities for Pharaoh. 12But the more the Egyptians oppressed the Israelites, the more
they increased in number, and the more they spread out. The Egyptians were filled
with dread because of them. 13So the Egyptians oppressed the Israelites by forcing
them to work very hard. 14The Egyptians made the Israelites’ lives bitter with hard
work, with brick and mortar, and with all kinds of work in the fields. The Egyptians
were merciless in the way they imposed work on the Israelites.
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15The

king of Egypt also spoke to the Hebrew midwives. One of them was named
Shiphrah and the other Puah. 16He said, “When you help the Hebrew women give
birth, while they are still on the delivery stool, if you see that the baby is a son, you
are to kill him, but if you see that it is a daughter, let her live.” 17The midwives,
however, feared God, so they did not do what the king of Egypt told them to do, but
they let the boys live.
18The king of Egypt called for the midwives and said to them, “Why did you do this
and let the boys live?”
19The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the
Egyptian women. They are vigorous, so they give birth before the midwife comes to
them.”
20So God treated the midwives well. The people also increased in number and
became very numerous. 21Because the midwives feared God, he gave them families.
22Pharaoh, however, commanded all his people, “Every son who is born you shall
throw into the Nile, but every daughter you shall let live.”
2:1Now a man from the house of Levi went and took a Levite woman as a wife. 2The
woman became pregnant and bore a son. When she saw that he was a special child,
she hid him for three months. 3When she was no longer able to hide him, she got a
papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. She put the child into it and
placed it in the reeds along the bank of the Nile. 4His sister stood at a distance to see
what would happen to him.
5Pharaoh’s daughter came down to bathe in the Nile, and her attendants were
walking along the bank of the Nile. Pharaoh’s daughter saw the basket among the
reeds and sent her servant girl to get it. 6She opened it and saw the child. It was a
boy, and he was crying. She felt sorry for him and said, “This is one of the Hebrew
boys.”
7Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Should I go and call a wet nurse from
the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?”
8Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Yes, go.”
So the young woman went and called the child’s mother to come. 9Pharaoh’s
daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse him for me, and I will pay you for
doing it.”
So the woman took the child and nursed him. 10When the child grew up, she
brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. She named him Moses,
with the explanation, “Because I drew him up out of the water.”
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THE PSALM – PSALM 34
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THE EPISTLE – ROMANS 13:1-10
1Everyone must submit to the governing authorities. For no authority exists except

by God, and the authorities that do exist have been established by God. 2Therefore
the one who rebels against the authority is opposing God’s institution, and those who
oppose will bring judgment on themselves.
3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to evil. Would you like to have no
fear of the one in authority? Do what is good, and you will receive praise from him,
4because he is God’s servant for your benefit. But if you do wrong, be afraid, because
he does not carry the sword without reason. He is God’s servant, a punisher to bring
wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore it is necessary to submit, not only because of
wrath, but also because of conscience.
6For this reason you also pay taxes, because the authorities are God’s ministers,
who are employed to do this very thing. 7Pay what you owe to all of them: taxes to
whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect
is owed, and honor to whom honor is owed.
8Do not owe anyone anything except to love one another, for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. 9For the commandments—do not commit adultery, do
not murder, do not steal, do not covet (and if there is any other commandment)—
are summed up in this statement: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no
harm to a neighbor, so love is the fulfillment of the law.

THE HOLY GOSPEL – MATTHEW 16:13-20
P: The Holy Gospel for the Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost is written in the 16th
chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew, beginning at the 13th verse.
13When

Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,
“Who do people say the Son of Man is?”
14They said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.”
15He said to them, “But you, who do you say that I am?”
16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
17Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for flesh and blood did not
reveal this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18And I tell you that you are Peter,
and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell will not overpower it. 19I
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20Then
he commanded the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.
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THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C: I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life  everlasting.
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HYMN #174 “CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER”

Text: © Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress.
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THE SERMON – EXODUS 1:8 – 2:10

BRAVELY FEAR GOD

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P: Everlasting and merciful God, we beseech You in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ:
C: To have mercy upon us and to hear our prayer.
P: Look in mercy upon Your Church. Protect it and sanctify it by Your truth. May Your
Word be taught in its purity and Your Sacraments be rightly administered. Grant unto
Your Church faithful pastors who shall declare Your truth with power and shall live
according to Your will. Send forth laborers into Your harvest and open the door of
faith unto all unbelievers and unto the people of Israel. In mercy remember the
enemies of Your Church and grant to them repentance unto life.
C: O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear us in the truth of Your salvation.
P: Let Your protecting hand be over our country and over all who travel. Prosper what
is good among us and bring to naught every evil counsel and purpose. Protect and
bless Your servants, the President of the United States, the Governor of this state,
our judges and magistrates and all in authority. Fit them for their high calling by the
gift of Your Spirit of wisdom and fear, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life
in all godliness and reverence.
C: Hear, O Lord, and have mercy! Lord be our helper.
P: According to Your promise, O God, be the defender of the widow and the father of
the orphan. Relieve and comfort the sick and the sorrowful (especially our
brother/sister ________ who is ill/grieving). Graciously help those who are assaulted
by the devil and who are in peril of death. Be the strength of those who are suffering
for the sake of Christ’s holy name. Grant that we may live together in peace and
prosperity. Bestow upon us good and seasonable weather; and bless us with upright
Christian counsel in all that we undertake.
C: O Lord, be with all in trouble. Hear their prayers to the honor of Your Name.
P: We especially commend to Your care and keeping this Your congregation which You
have bought with a great price. Keep from us all offenses and bind us together in the
unity of Your holy love. Grant that the little ones who are baptized in Your name may
be brought up in Your fear. At Your table give to those who there commune with You
peace and life everlasting.
C: Let all rejoice who trust in You; let them shout for joy because You defend them.
P: Be merciful, O God, to all, according to Your great love in Christ Jesus, our Lord. When
our final hour shall come, grant us a blessed departure from this world, and on the
last day, a resurrection to Your glory.
C: Amen. Grant us Your peace, O Lord!
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit  be with you all.

HYMN #218 “THERE IS A SAFE AND SECRET PLACE”
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THE COLLECT
P: Let us give thanks and pray:
We thank You, Lord God the Father, that You have given Your only-begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. We thank You,
Lord Jesus Christ, that You have borne in Your sacred body all our sins, and by Your
blood have blotted out all our transgressions. We thank You, Lord, the Holy Spirit,
that You have created in our hearts true faith, that we know of nothing to trust for
our salvation, except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. O God, grant us Your grace, that
we may perfectly believe that all our sins are forgiven for the sake of the passion and
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, and so enlighten us by Your Holy Spirit, that, in the
power of our Redeemer’s death, we may day by day put off sin, and never forsake the
Lord Jesus Christ, until we see Him face to face in life eternal. We ask it all in Christ’s
name.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace.
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THE CLOSING HYMN #177 “I AM JESUS’ LITTLE LAMB”
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THE CLOSING PRAYER
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened
in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen.

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“And my God will fully supply your every need, according to his
glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:19
Please continue to give your offering:
by either bringing it to church, mailing it to the church,
or using our online giving option (fees are deducted, up to 3.5%). Thank you.
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Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Ushers: 1st – Tim Paulsen, Rob Paulsen; 2nd – Devin Krienke, Rob Pipal;
Organist: Laura Harstad.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
Unless otherwise noted, service settings and hymns are copyright 1996 by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod
and are used by permission.

Announcements
This week’s schedule, September 6 – 13:
Sunday:
8:30 AM
Indoor Divine Service
(masks required)
10:00 AM
Outdoor & Drive-In Divine Service
(masks strongly encouraged)
Tuesday:
8:30 AM
Preschool classes begin
9:00 AM
Solid Grounds Bible Study, at Peace and online
6:30 PM
Council Meeting
7:00 PM
M.O.M.s Bible Study @ Mt. Olive – No child care
Wednesday:
4:00 PM
Confirmation Class
6:30 PM
Indoor Wednesday Evening Divine Service with
Holy Communion (masks required)
7:30 PM
Board of Education Meeting
Thursday:
8:30 AM
M.O.M.s Bible Study @ Peace – w/ child care
1:00 PM
M.O.M.s Bible Study @ Mt. Olive – No child care
Friday:
6:30 AM
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study
Sunday:
8:30 AM
Indoor Divine Service with Holy Communion
(masks required)
10:00 AM
Outdoor & Drive-In Divine Service (no HC)
(masks strongly encouraged)
Important upcoming events:
September 20th
2 PM Youth Canoe Trip
September 27th
2 PM Adult Group Canoe Trip
Mid-week Bible Studies beginning again:
September 8th @ 9:00 AM – Solid Grounds Bible Study, at Peace and online
September 11th @ 6:30 AM – Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study, at Peace
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Youth Canoe Trip – Our 7th - 12th grade youth are invited on a canoe trip down
the Blue Earth River on Sunday, September 20th. We will meet up at Peace at
2pm and head out to put in near the Rapidan Dam. We plan to stop for a
devotion along the river as well as explore Devil’s Gulch & Triple Falls. Please bring a bag
supper. We are also needing a chaperone. Sign-up at peacemankato.com/canoetrip. If
you have any questions email: pastormoldstad@gmail.com.
Peace Custodian Position Open – We are thankful to Jen Stadler for
her years of service as our part-time custodian here at Peace. Sadly, she
is stepping down from her position, and so we are looking for candidates
to fill it. If you are interested in the position, please contact our Maintenance Board
chairman, Jesse Wolff, for more details: Jesse.Wolff@nutrien.com
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool thanks all of our volunteers and families for
attending our Back-To-School Picnic, sponsored by Thrivent Financial. Thrivent
Financial was also able to help us with our First Day of School, especially with
our purchase of T-Shirts and cleaning products. We will begin school on Tuesday,
September 8. We also have a special request for more Scholarship money for
preschoolers. Please consider a one-time gift or continuing gifts to help support our
families in need, who desire a Christian preschool for their little ones. Please mark your
gifts as Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool Scholarship Fund. For more information, please
call Joslyn at 385-7752.
Have A Used Car You’d Be Willing to Donate? A member of our
congregation has been having longtime issues with their car and is asking if
someone might be willing to donate a used car in good working order. If the
donor so desired, it would be permissible to claim a tax deduction for the fair market
value through the church. Please contact Pastor Moldstad, if you are able to help: 507382-0045 or pastormoldstad@gmail.com.
Adults Can Canoe Too! Since announcing this month’s Youth Canoe Trip
we’ve received many requests from adults who’d like to chaperone. So many
in fact, that if they all came there wouldn’t be room for the youth. It’s clear
that adults like to canoe, too. So for this month’s Peace Adult Group activity we are
planning to do a canoe trip on Sunday, September 27th at 2pm. We’ll plan to meet at
Peace. Please bring water and a bag lunch. You’re also welcome to bring your own canoe
or kayak so more people can participate. Sign-up at peacemankato.com/adultscanoe if
you’d like to attend. Contact Pastor Moldstad if you have any questions: 507-382-0045
or pastormoldstad@gmail.com.
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Peace General Fund Contribution Update

Continued Pastoral Care – While we continue to follow the guidance of our
government to stay safe during this time, both pastors will continue to be available to
offer spiritual encouragement and care. We are available to meet with you over the
phone, the internet, in the office, or in-person at your home, if the need arises.
Pastor Hartwig – 507-382-6826, pastorhartwig@gmail.com
Pastor Moldstad – 507-382-0045, pastormoldstad@gmail.com

Job Posting - Jesus Loves Me Learning Center in North Mankato is looking for classroom
assistant teachers and aides who have enthusiasm and passion for children, patience and
a sense of humor, good communication skills, and are flexible. Please pick up an
application from the St. Paul’s church office or the Jesus Loves Me office. You may also
email directorjlm@stpaulsnorthmankato.com or call 507-345-7707 for an application.

New 2 You Family Thrift in Upper North Mankato has an opening for Store
Manager at 32 hours per week. We are looking for someone that has
worked in retail/customer service and has leadership skills. Profits from
New2You sales help support Christian Education in our community for all
the schools and preschools of the five member association churches and MVL. If you
would like an application, please contact Donna Prahl at 507-382-317 or at
pdprahl@hickorytech.net. End date is Tuesday, September 15th. If you have any
questions about this position, please contact Steve Persons at 507-340-6710 or
persons@1791.com
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Mt. Olive Lutheran School
Charger Challenge 2020, it’s a “Giving Back” year! The past four years
Mt. Olive School has been blessed by your support of our Charger
Challenge fundraiser! Due to Covid-19, we are changing our event to be
one of service! With the help of Thrivent Action teams, each classroom
will complete a service project on September 25, 2020 in order to give thanks to God for
His love and faithfulness! Some groups/organizations we are sharing encouragement
with include our shut-in members, members of the armed forces, college students, Echo
Food Shelf, Options for Women, the foster care system, and MORE! We appreciate your
prayers and support of our students and faculty at Mt. Olive Lutheran School and pray
that, God-willing, we can do our tradition Charger Challenge Fundraiser/Walk/Picnic in
September 2021.
•

SEEKING ADDRESSES OF OUR COLLEGE STUDENTS! Is there a college student in
your family? Are you a college student? Mt. Olive students want to send college
students from our congregation some encouragement as part of a service project
on our Charger Challenge Giving Back Day, September 25, 2020. Please email your
college student’s name and address to Bethany Ferkenstad at
bethany.ferkenstad@blc.edu by Friday, September 11, 2020. Even if your college
student lives at home, we still would like his/her information. Thank you!

•

CALLING ALL VETERANS! Mt. Olive students would like to write thank-you’s to
veterans of the armed forces as part of our Charger Challenge Servant Event on
September 25, 2020. If you are a veteran or know of a veteran that would like some
mail, please email the veteran’s name, current address, and branch he/she served
to Kristen Lukasek at mattlukasek@yahoo.com or you can call 507-382-7963. Please
send by Friday, September 11, 2020. Thank you!

•

Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
MVLHS Position Open – Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School seeks a WELS or ELS male
to serve as Director of Mission Advancement. Interested individuals should contact MVL
Principal, Dr. Tim Plath, for more information at 507-354-6851 or tplath@mvlhs.org.
MVL International Student Housing – MVL is seeking housing for one of our international
students. This young man will be a sophomore and has remained in the area for the
summer. Host families are compensated for housing international students. If you are
interested in serving as a host family for the school year, please contact the school office
at 507-354-6851 or email Dr. Plath at tplath@mvlhs.org.
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“Moms supporting Moms in raising godly children”
Moms On a Mission Bible study (MOMs) begins the week of
September 6th! We are excited to offer three different opportunities to
meet! All three groups will begin an 8-week study titled, Women of the
Bible. Each week will focus on a different woman from Scripture, learning
about her life and faith, and then applying those lessons to our own lives. Study materials
will be provided. Please see the table below to identify which study works best for you!
When meeting indoors, masks will be required, except when eating. Some groups may
try to meet outside as long as the weather permits. Facilitators will either wear a face
shield, mask, or stand 12ft from the group. Children age 5 and under will not be required
to wear masks, nor will the childcare workers in order to best care for them.
Moms On a Mission Bible Study exists to create a support group of Christian moms that
meet together to grow in their relationships with the Lord, discuss parenting from a
biblical perspective, and provide opportunity for fellowship with others in the same stage
of life. M.O.M.s is for any mother, any age.
New and returning moms, please register by emailing Heidi Graham
(heidijennifergraham@gmail.com) with which study you plan to most regularly attend by
Monday, September 7. If planning to attend the morning session, please indicate which
of your children (and their ages) will be in childcare. Thank you!

When:

Tuesday Evening
M.O.M.s
Begins September 8,
7-8:30pm,
NO CHILDCARE

Where:
Study:
Facilitator:

Mt. Olive Library
Women of the Bible
Rachel Ulrich

Thursday Morning
M.O.M.s
Begins September 10,
8:30-10am (can drop
children off in childcare
at 8:10)
CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Peace Lutheran Church
Women of the Bible
Thalia Londgren
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Thursday Afternoon
M.O.M.s
Begins September 10,
1-2:30pm,
NO CHILDCARE

Mt. Olive Social Hall
Women of the Bible
Kristen Lukasek

MOMs Bible Study
Child Care
WOULD YOU LIKE TO EARN A LITTLE EXTRA CASH?
Looking for: A few reliable childcare workers to supervise young children while their
moms participate in Bible Study.
When: Thursday Mornings from 8:00-10am, September 10 – November 5
Where: Peace Lutheran Church
Responsibilities: Read bible stories, sings songs, supervise activities and play time, and
feed provided snack.
This is a paid position. Transportation can be arranged from Mt Olive if needed
*Must pass State of MN background check
Contact: Emily Peters (emmykf@hotmail.com)
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