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WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the
right as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room
to enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer
before the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord God, forgive the wrongdoing of Your people and be gentle with us in our
weakness. Deliver us from the bondage of our sin and direct us to the path of
righteousness; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Rite 2, p. 60

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION
OPENING HYMN #444 “TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE”
THE INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.

THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God,
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord.

C:
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P: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;

P: Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
C: O almighty God, merciful Father, I a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P: I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess
that you have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
C: I do.
P: Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you
desire forgiveness in His name?
C: I do.
P: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant
of the word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the
Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. May He comfort your heart by His
holy Absolution, and strengthen you by His Sacraments, that your joy may be full.
Peace be with you!
C: Amen.

THE INTROIT
P: I know the thoughts I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of
evil. Then you will call upon Me and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. Lord, You
have been favorable to Your land; You have brought back the captivity of Jacob.
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THE GLORIA PATRI

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST)
P: Glory be to God on high:

C:
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THE SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.
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THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray.
Lord God, forgive the wrongdoing of Your people and be gentle with us in our
weakness. Deliver us from the bondage of our sin and direct us to the path of
righteousness; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – God has done an incredible thing;
He has redeemed us! He bought us back from sin, death, and hell with the holy and
precious blood of His son. He has done so not only to one day bring us to heaven, but so
that we no longer live for ourselves and instead live for Him who died and was raised
in our place. As the Christian awaits the coming of the Lord, he does so desiring to
serve the Lord in gratitude. He uses the gifts and abilities that God has given him to
serve, making God’s love “overflow for each other and for all people.” (1 Thessalonians
3:12)

THE LESSON – MALACHI 3:14-18
14You

say, “Serving God is pointless. What have we gained by carefully keeping
his requirements and by walking around like mourners before the LORD of Armies?
15Now we will call the arrogant blessed. Even evildoers are built up. They even test
God and get away with it.”
16Then those who fear the LORD spoke with each other. The LORD gave them his
attention and listened. A book of remembrance was written in front of him for
those who fear the LORD and have regard for his name.
17They will be mine, says the LORD of Armies, on the day I make them my
treasured possession. I will spare them just as a man spares his son who serves him.
18Then you will again see the distinction between a righteous person and a wicked
person, between one who serves God and one who does not serve him.
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THE VERSE OF THE DAY
P: Alleluia. Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Alleluia. (2 Peter 3:18 cf. EHV)

THE ALLELUIA

THE EPISTLE – 1 THESSALONIANS 3:7-13
7Because

of this, brothers, in all our distress and affliction, we have been
encouraged about you through your faith. 8For now we really live, if you are
standing firm in the Lord. 9Indeed, how can we thank God enough for you in return
for all the joy we have before God on account of you? 10Night and day we are
praying earnestly to see you in person and to supply what is lacking in your faith.
11May God our Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And
may the Lord increase your love and make it overflow for each other and for all
people, just as ours does for you, 13so that he may establish your hearts as
blameless in holiness before our God and Father, when our Lord Jesus comes with
all his saints.

THE HOLY GOSPEL
P: The Holy Gospel for the Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost is written in the 25th
chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew, beginning at the 14th verse.
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THE GOSPEL – MATTHEW 25:14-30
14“You

see, the kingdom of heaven is like a man going on a journey. He called his
servants and entrusted his possessions to them. 15To one he gave five talents, to
another two talents, and to still another one talent, each according to his own
ability. Then he went on his journey. 16The servant who had received the five
talents immediately put them to work and gained five more talents. 17In the same
way, the servant who had received the two talents gained two more. 18But the
servant who had received one talent went away, dug a hole in the ground, and hid
his master’s money.
19“After a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with
them. 20The servant who received the five talents came and brought five more
talents. He said, ‘Master, you entrusted five talents to me. See, I have gained five
more talents.’
21“His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You were
faithful with a few things. I will put you in charge of many things. Enter into the joy
of your master.’
22“The servant who received the two talents came and said, ‘Master, you
entrusted me with two talents. See, I have gained two more talents.’
23“His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You were
faithful with a few things. I will put you in charge of many things. Enter into the joy
of your master.’
24“Then the servant who received one talent came and said, ‘Master, I knew that
you are a hard man, reaping where you did not plant and gathering where you did
not scatter seed. 25Since I was afraid, I went away and hid your talent in the ground.
See, you have what is yours.’
26“His master answered him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant! You knew that I reap
where I did not plant and gather where I did not scatter seed? 27Well then, you
should have deposited my money with the bankers so that when I came I would get
my money back with interest. 28Take the talent away from him and give it to the
servant who has the ten talents. 29Because everyone who has will be given more,
and he will have an abundance. But the one who does not have, even what he has
will be taken away from him. 30Throw that worthless servant into the outer
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
P: This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
C:

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life  everlasting. Amen.

THE CHIEF HYMN “BROTHERS, SISTERS, LET US GLADLY”

CW 484

Text: Henry Bateman, 1802-72, alt.
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, Harrisburg, 1813, alt.
From Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal, NPH © 1993 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-721927.

12

13

THE SERMON – MATTHEW 25:14-30

GRACIOUS GIFTS FOR GODLY USE

THE OFFERTORY VERSE
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HYMN #445 “WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN”
The ushers will present the offerings at the altar.

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“And he who provides seed to the sower and bread for food will provide and
multiply your seed for sowing, and will increase the harvest of your righteousness.
You will be made rich in every way so that you may be generous in every way, which
produces thanksgiving to God through us.”
II Corinthians 9:10-11

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

15

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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THE COLLECT
P: Grant, we beseech You, Almighty God, unto Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the
wisdom which comes down from above, that Your Word, as becomes it, may not be
bound, but have free course and be preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy
people, that in steadfast faith we may serve You and in the confession of Your name
abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you
peace.

CLOSING HYMN #593 “ON MY HEART IMPRINT THINE IMAGE”
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Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Ushers: 7:30 – Keith Wiederhoeft; 8:45 – Pete Schuch, Eric Woller;
11:00 – Scott Pithan, Cody Pithan;
Organist: Laura Harstad.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
Unless otherwise noted, service settings and hymns are copyright 1996 by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod
and are used by permission.

Announcements
This week’s schedule, November 15 – 22:
Sunday:
7:30 AM
Divine Service
(masks required)
8:45 AM
Divine Service w/ Holy Communion
(masks required, with exemptions)
10:00 AM
Sunday School & Kingdom Workers Presentation
11:00 AM
Divine Service w/ Holy Communion
(masks required, with exemptions)
6:30 PM
Junior Youth – Escape Room
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Solid Grounds Bible Study, at Peace and online
6:30 PM
Council Meeting
7:00 PM
M.O.M.s Bible Study @ Mt. Olive – No child care
Wednesday:
4:00 PM
Confirmation Class
Thursday:
8:30 AM
M.O.M.s Bible Study @ Peace – w/ child care
1:00 PM
M.O.M.s Bible Study @ Mt. Olive – No child care
Friday:
6:30 AM
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study
Saturday:
10:00 AM
Peace Writers’ Group
6:00 PM
Divine Service, w/ Holy Communion
no congregational singing, (masks required)
Sunday:
7:30 AM
Divine Service w/ Holy Communion
(masks required)
8:45 AM
Divine Service w/ Holy Communion
(masks required, with exemptions)
10:00 AM
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
11:00 AM
Divine Service w/ Holy Communion
(masks required, with exemptions)
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Important upcoming events:
November 25th
Thanksgiving Eve Services – 5:00 & 6:30 PM
November 28th
Decorate for Christmas – 9:00 AM

Children’s Bible Story Time will be immediately after the 8:45 service.
There will be one story and a closing prayer. Parents may bring the children to
the 4-6th grade classroom. Any child old enough to walk may attend. We
especially encourage the little ones who are not yet able to go to regular Sunday School.
Junior Youth - Escape Room – Our 7th & 8th grade youth are invited to an
Escape Room event at Peace today, November 15th, at 6:30pm. We will
have a mini-Bible Study before the game and snacks will be provided. If you
are planning to attend please sign up at peacemankato.com/escaperoom.
Poinsettia orders due today for flowers to beautify the sanctuary for the
Christmas season. Please place your order form with payment in the offering
box. There are only 12 plants ordered so far…
Movie at the Megas Canceled – Due to Governor Walz’s new restrictions
for social gatherings that went into effect this past Friday, we sadly have to
cancel this event. The activities committee is coming up with creative ideas
to still incorporate “activities” until this newest restriction is lifted. Stay tuned! Please
continue to pray for our country and for our church.
Thanksgiving Eve Services – On Wednesday, November 25th, at
5:00 & 6:30pm we invite you to join us for special Thanksgiving Eve
services as we give thanks to the Lord for all the blessings of this past
year and to rejoice in His promises for the future.
Help Decorate the Church for the Holidays – As we approach the
Christmas season there is an opportunity to help decorate our sanctuary
and building (lots of space to decorate!) on Saturday, November 28th, at
9:00am. All are welcome to help. Please email pastormoldstad@gmail.com if you have
any questions. This is a wonderfully fun fellowship opportunity!
Group Coordinator Needed – This position helps support the Group
Leaders and is the group liaison with the office making sure information gets
to group leaders. We thank Joni Wiederhoeft for all she did as the Group Coordinator!
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Peace General Fund Contribution Update

New 2 You Family Thrift Holiday Hours – Extended Holiday hours during
November and December only. New 2 You will be open 9:30 am to 4:00 p.m.
We are looking for volunteers to work our two shifts at the register.
9:00 am - 1:00 pm morning shift
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm afternoon shift
Please call New 2 You at 507-385-1455 and talk to Christine or Jen to schedule a time
you can help us. As a bonus, we are also celebrating Volunteer Appreciation Month in
November. The day our volunteers work they can purchase all items at half price for the
month of November. New 2 You donates 75% of proceeds to MVL to support Christian
Education, the other 25% is split between the WELS/ELS churches in Mankato, North
Mankato and Nicollet. Thank you for your consideration to give of your time at New 2
You.
Job Posting – New 2 You is seeking a part-time person to work at the thrift store. We
need someone who can work up to 15 hours a week. You would be helping with
donations, sorting, pricing, and other duties to maintain the store. This is a great job for
retired people or someone looking for a fun, Christian environment to work in. Please
contact Christine at 507-385-1455 or send an email to New2YouFamilyThrift@gmail.com
if interested.
Job Posting – Jesus Loves Me Learning Center in North Mankato is looking for
classroom assistant teachers and aides who have enthusiasm and passion for children,
patience and a sense of humor, good communication skills, and are flexible. Please
email directorjlm@stpaulsnorthmankato.com or call 507-345-7707 for an application.
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Lutheran Military Support Group AMMO Can Campaign – As
Veterans Day was just this past week, Lutheran Military Support
Group (LMSG) is seeking donations in support of our military men,
women and their families. LMSG, a partnership of ELS and WELS
veterans, is working to grow awareness of and bring Christian support
to military members and their families in our congregations and beyond. By placing
your gift in the AMMO can located in the narthex, you are supporting the work of local
congregations that are ministering to nearby military families, the WELS chaplain
program, the MCP (Military Contact Pastor) program training and more. Questions?
Visit www.lutheranmilitary.org. THANK YOU for standing shoulder to shoulder with
those serving our nation!!

ELS Military Monument Project – As you probably have heard, the
goal of this project is to construct a beautiful tribute to our veterans on
Bethany Lutheran College campus. The monument will serve to honor
any and all veterans and ensure that this and future generations will be
aware of the cost of the freedoms they enjoy as citizens of our great
nation through this God-pleasing vocation of warrior. The ELS Military
Monument Committee has established a Veteran’s Day 2020 through
Memorial Day 2021 Matching Funds Challenge. We invite all donors to double the
impact of their offering from Nov. 11, 2020 – May 31, 2021. We already have
commitments of a $32,600 match and expect in the weeks to come that we will be
increasing this amount and will announce periodically when the match amount is
increased. These donors are challenging us in the ELS and beyond to give to this
worthwhile project. Please consider a generous (tax deductible) contribution to be
matched dollar for dollar during this designated time period. (While not part of this
match offer, we continue to encourage contributions honoring individual veterans with
engraved pavers, benches and branch pillars to be part of the site. Ordering information
is available on our website: www.els.org/monument)
Donor Recognition: Donors that donate amounts of $1000.00 and more, other than Bench and
Pillar purchases, will have the opportunity to have their name engraved on the 3-foot by 12-foot
monument base. These donors will be recognized in three categories:
Those donating $1000 to $4999 will have their name inscribed in the Bronze Donor Level list.
Those donating $5000 to $9999 will have their name inscribed in the Silver Donor Level list.
Those donating $10,000 and above will have their name inscribed in the Gold Donor Level list.
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Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School
Spirit of MVL Virtual Gala & Auction – The Spirit of MVL Recognition Reception and
Gala are combining and going virtual with the fitting theme Together in Spirit. Please
join us online on Saturday, November 21, 7-8pm! We'll be honoring the 2020 Spirit of
MVL award recipients, John Apitz, Lynn & Dan Hacker, and Fred & Joy Struck; auctioning
awesome items; and raising funds for our livestream technology project and the
Partnership Fund. Virtual door prizes and the Appeal to the Heart open Thursday,
November 19. Register today at spiritofmvl.givesmart.com! Contact Kristin Matzke for
questions: kmatzke@mvlhs.org or 507-233-8662.
MVL Wreath Sales – The annual Christmas wreath and greenery sales are going digital
this year. Visit mvlwreaths.givesmart.com to place your order, or call the MVL office at
507-354-6851. Orders must be placed by Sunday, November 15th, in order to pick-up at
your church before Thanksgiving. Not only will you get to enjoy the scents of Christmas,
but you'll also be helping fund the purchase of new hymnals for students to use in
chapel!
MVLHS Position Open – Minnesota Valley Lutheran High School seeks a WELS or ELS
male to serve as Director of Mission Advancement. Interested individuals should
contact MVL Principal, Dr. Tim Plath, for more information at 507-354-6851 or
tplath@mvlhs.org.
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