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WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the
right as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room
to enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer
before the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of Your mighty
deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with Your light; for You
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
2

THE DIVINE SERVICE WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Rite 1, p. 41

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION

OPENING PRAYER
P:

O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence
to hear Your holy Word. We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that
through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness.
Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen.

HYMN #107 “WHEN ALL THE WORLD WAS CURSED”
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P:

Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we
are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought,
word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and
imploring Your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: have
mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your
Holy Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will and true
obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE ABSOLUTION
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord:
Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
For God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all
your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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THE SALUTATION
P:

The Lord be with you.

C:

THE COLLECT
P:

Let us pray.
Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of Your mighty
deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with Your light; for You
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT – Our lessons for this Sunday focus on messengers who

prepare God’s people for the coming of the Savior: Isaiah, Paul, and John. They
encouraged an attitude of joy for who the Savior is and what he comes to do. He is the
light of the world and the one who comes to clothe us with a robe of righteousness.

THE LESSON – ISAIAH 61:1-3, 10-11
1The

Spirit of the LORD God is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me
to preach good news to the afflicted.
He sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
5

to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release for those who are bound,
2
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor
and the day of vengeance for our God,
to comfort all who mourn,
3
to provide for those who mourn in Zion,
to give them a crown of beauty instead of ashes,
the oil of joy instead of mourning,
a cloak of praise instead of a faint spirit,
so that they will be called oaks of righteousness,
a planting of the LORD to display his beauty. …
10I will rejoice greatly in the LORD.
My soul will celebrate because of my God,
for he has clothed me in garments of salvation.
With a robe of righteousness he covered me,
like a bridegroom who wears a beautiful headdress like a priest,
and like a bride who adorns herself with her jewelry.
11For as the earth produces its growth,
and as a garden causes what has been sown to sprout up,
so God the LORD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up
in the presence of all the nations.

THE EPISTLE – 1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-24
16Rejoice

always. 17Pray without ceasing. 18In everything give thanks. For this is
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 19Do not extinguish the Spirit. 20Do not treat
prophecies with contempt. 21But test everything. Hold on to the good. 22Keep away
from every kind of evil.
23May the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole
spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The
one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.

THE HOLY GOSPEL – JOHN 1:6-8, 19-28
P:

The Holy Gospel for the Third Sunday in Advent is written in the 1st chapter of the
Gospel according to St. John, beginning at the 6th verse.
6There

was a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as an
eyewitness to testify about the light so that everyone would believe through him.
8He was not the light, but he came to testify about the light. …
19This is the testimony John gave when the Jews from Jerusalem sent priests and
Levites to ask him, “Who are you?”
20He confessed and did not deny. He confessed, “I am not the Christ.”
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21And

they asked him, “Who are you then? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the Prophet?”
“No,” he answered.
22Then they asked him, “Who are you? Tell us so we can give an answer to those
who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”
23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the
way of the Lord,’ just as Isaiah the prophet said.”
24They had been sent from the Pharisees. 25So they asked John, “Why then do you
baptize, if you are not the Christ, or Elijah, or the Prophet?”
26“I baptize with water,” John answered. “Among you stands one you do not
know. 27He is the one coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to
untie.”
28These things happened in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was
baptizing.

THE CREED
P:

Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

C:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
Very God of Very God,
Begotten, not made,
Being of one substance with the Father,
By Whom all things were made;
Who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
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and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
And He shall come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead;
Whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
Who spoke by the Prophets.
And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
and the Life  of the world to come.

HYMN #109 “HARK THE GLAD SOUND! THE SAVIOR COMES”
THE SERMON – ISAIAH 61:1-3, 10-11

FIND JOY IN THE WAITING

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit  be with you all.
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THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Bring the complete tithe to the storehouse so that there may be food in
my house. Just test me in this, says the Lord of Armies. See whether I do
not open for you the windows of heaven and pour down blessing on you,
until there is more than enough.”
(Malachi 3:10)

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
Peace Lutheran Church practices close communion. We ask that only members of
the ELS and WELS partake of the Sacrament today. Visitors, please speak to the
Pastor about receiving the Sacrament in the future.

THE PREFACE
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts unto the Lord.

9

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

THE PROPER PREFACE AND SANCTUS
P: It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the Messiah, the very
Lamb of God, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the
wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

THE SANCTUS (HOLY, HOLY, HOLY)
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead
us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever.
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take,
eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In
the same way also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them
saying: “Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My  blood, which is
shed for you and for many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

THE AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD)
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THE DISTRIBUTION
1. The elements will be prepared in a safe and sanitary process. The words of
consecration will be spoken with the elements still covered.
2. The pulpit side of the church will be communed first and the organ side
second.
3. Ushers will direct Communicants to line up in the center aisle, please follow
social distancing.
4. Communicants are asked to sanitize their
hands at the mobile dispenser in the aisle
before receiving the elements.
5. Communicants will receive the elements in a
continuous fashion. The pastors will not
speak during the distribution.
6. Communicants will return to their seats by
means of the outer aisles.
7. After all the communicants have received the
elements, the pastor will say the dismissal
blessing.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN #111 “WHEN SINNERS SEE THEIR LOST CONDITION”
THE DISMISSAL
HYMN OF THANKSGIVING #592 “PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW”
THE COLLECT OF THANKSGIVING
P:

Let us give thanks and pray: We thank You, Lord God Almighty, that You have
refreshed us with these Your salutary gifts; and we beseech You of Your mercy, to
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You, and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.

THE BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace.
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THE CLOSING HYMN “WHEN ANGELS JOINED WITH ONE ACCORD”

CW #5:1-2, 6-7

Text: Werner H. Franzmann, 1905-96, abr., alt.
Tune: Latin melody, 15th century, adapt.
Text © 1993 Werner H. Franzmann; Setting © A. R. Mowbray & Co., Ltd.
From Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993. Reprinted under One License #A-721927
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THE CLOSING PRAYER
P:

O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be
strengthened in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death.
Amen.

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Ushers: 1st – Matt Lukasek, Christian Moldstad;
Ushers: 2nd – Ben Kohls, Ian Kohls, Malachi Kohls;
Pianist: Lexi Fosburgh.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
Unless otherwise noted, service settings and hymns are copyright 1996 by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod
and are used by permission.
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Announcements
This week’s schedule, December 13 – 20:
Sunday:
8:15 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
(masks required, with exemptions)
9:30 AM
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
(masks required, with exemptions)
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Solid Grounds Bible Study, at Peace and online
Wednesday:
4:00 PM
Confirmation Class
5:00 PM
Mid-week Advent Service
6:30 PM
Mid-week Advent Service
Thursday:
6:30 PM
Special Choir Practice
Friday:
6:30 AM
Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study
6:30 PM
Preschool Christmas Program – tickets required
Saturday:
10:00 AM
Peace Writers’ Group
6:00 PM
Divine Service
no congregational singing, (masks required)
Sunday:
8:15 AM
Divine Service
(masks required, with exemptions)
9:30 AM
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 AM
Divine Service
(masks required, with exemptions)
Important upcoming events:
December 16th
Mid-week Advent Services at 5:00 & 6:30 PM
December 24th
Christmas Eve Services, 3:00, 4:30, 6:00 PM
th
December 25
Christmas Day Services, 8:30 & 10:00 AM
December 26th & January 2nd
NO Saturday Evening Divine Services
Bible Story Time will be immediately after the 8:15 service. There will be
one story and a closing prayer. Parents may bring their children to the 4-6th
grade classroom. Any child old enough to walk may attend. We especially
encourage the little ones who are not yet able to go to regular Sunday School.
Contact the office to schedule Private Communion – If you wish to receive
Holy Communion during a brief, private communion service this coming week,
please call the office at 507-385-1386 or email karen@peacemankato.com.
Christmas Eve Choir Opportunity – Families, couples, and singles are
invited to take part in a Christmas Eve choir. A rehearsal will be held from
6:30-7:30 on Thursday, December 17th. Please contact Katie Hartwig with questions:
507-382-7566.
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All children who play an instrument are invited to play pre-service
music for the midweek Advent Services on Wednesday, December 16th for
the 5pm or 6:30pm service.
Please email Joni Moldstad at
Joni.Moldstad@blc.edu no later than today, December 13th with the name
of the child, the instrument, the service they would like to play at, and the title of the
Christmas song they are playing. Thank you!
Peace Senior Youth Group – For the month of December, the
Senior Youth Group will be meeting at Peace on December 20 th, from
6:30-8:00pm. We will enjoy a devotion followed by cookie decorating with all the
toppings thanks to Thrivent. Please sign-up at peacemankato.com/cookies. Please feel
free to contact Ben or Sarah Kohls if you have any questions.
Junior Youth – Our December Junior Youth Event will be an electronic game
night on Tuesday, December 22nd, at 6:30pm. Please bring your phone or
tablet for the games. Extra devices will be provided for those who don’t have
one. Sign up: peacemankato.com/gamenight. Questions: pastormoldstad@gmail.com.
Christmas letters from the pastor’s families are on the table in the
narthex. Please stop and pick up yours today.
No Singing Area available on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day –
The Fellowship Hall will be set up for this and every service will be
streamed from the sanctuary. There are separate sign-ups for the
Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall for the services on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool announces our Christmas program for
Friday, December 18 at 6:30 p.m. Please pray for our little ones as they are
enthusiastically practicing their songs. We thank our parents for also
practicing them at home. If you desire a Christ-centered preschool that gets
your child ready for Kindergarten, please call Joslyn at 385-7752 or email me at
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com
Peace General Fund Contribution Update
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New 2 You Family Thrift Holiday Hours – Extended Holiday hours during
November and December only. New 2 You will be open 9:30 am to 4:00 p.m.
We are looking for volunteers to work our two shifts at the register:
9:00 am - 1:00 pm morning shift

12:00 pm - 4:00 pm afternoon shift

Please call New 2 You at 507-385-1455 and talk to Christine or Jen to schedule a time
you can help us. New 2 You donates 75% of proceeds to MVL to support Christian
Education, the other 25% is split between the WELS/ELS churches in Mankato, North
Mankato and Nicollet. Thank you for your consideration to give of your time at New 2
You.
This year enjoy Christmas at Bethany at home. Bethany presents a
new version of our beloved Christmas concert that you can enjoy, not just
for one day, but for years to come. We premiered a video concert on Sunday,
December 6th, and that video will remain available. Find the video and program at
blc.edu/christmas. We are grateful that we can still present the comforting Christmas
Gospel message through song and share with you the musical talents of our students.
Please tune in and enjoy the concert!
Bethany Lutheran College is actively searching for an additional Business Professor
and a Computer Systems Specialist in the IT department. More information on both of
these jobs can be found on the BLC website under 'Bethany Jobs'.
Kingdom Workers will give a presentation about their Foster Care Support
Program at Our Savior's Lutheran Church in Albert Lea on January 24 th. Kara Witthuhn
will give details about the needs of foster care, and the many ways Christian's can
respond to these needs. Whether you wish to become a foster parent yourself or to
support the foster families in your church and community, this presentation will give
helpful information and guidance. Come to Our Savior's at 1PM on Sunday, January
24th. Contact Rev. Lilienthal if you'd like more information (revmlilienthal@gmail.com;
715-295-4020).
Job Posting – Jesus Loves Me Learning Center in North Mankato is looking for
classroom assistant teachers and aides who have enthusiasm and passion for children,
patience and a sense of humor, good communication skills, and are flexible. Please
email directorjlm@stpaulsnorthmankato.com or call 507-345-7707 for an application.
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