THE LORD’S ASSURANCE
WHEN EVERYTHING SEEMS HOPELESS
1 KINGS 19:14-21

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
DIVINE SERVICE – 8:15 & 10:30 AM
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY – JANUARY 24, 2021

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

2090 COMMERCE DRIVE
NORTH MANKATO, MN 56003
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod

“GOD’S PLANS ARE ALWAYS BEST”
CHURCH STAFF
Pastor Hartwig:
507-382-6826
Email:
pastorhartwig@gmail.com
Pastor Moldstad:
507-382-0045
Email: pastormoldstad@gmail.com
Church Office:
507-385-1386

JESUS’ LAMBS AT PEACE PRESCHOOL
Teacher/Director:
Joslyn Moldstad
Phone:
507-385-7752
Email:
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com
Church website:
Peacemankato.com
Email:
karen@peacemankato.com

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the
right as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room
to enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer
before the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, You sent Your Son to proclaim Your kingdom and to teach with
authority. Anoint us with the power of Your Spirit that we, too, may bring good
news to the afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the
captive; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Rite 1, p. 41

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION
OPENING PRAYER
P:

O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence
to hear Your holy Word. We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that
through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness.
Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen.

HYMN #59 “LORD OF ALL HOPEFULNESS”
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P:

Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we
are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought,
word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and
imploring Your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: have
mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your
Holy Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will and true
obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE ABSOLUTION
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord:
Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
For God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all
your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST)
P:

Glory be to God in the highest.
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THE SALUTATION
P:

The Lord be with you.

C:

THE COLLECT
P:

Let us pray.
Almighty God, You sent Your Son to proclaim Your kingdom and to teach with
authority. Anoint us with the power of Your Spirit that we, too, may bring good
news to the afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the
captive; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY – Jesus shows His glory in the kind of people
that He calls to serve Him and in using the gospel to make them willing to follow Him.
This Sunday it is the epistle lesson that gives unity to the readings, since all of the other
readings deal with specific calls to a full time following that leaves behind secular
vocations. Jesus still calls such to the holy ministry. To all, however, comes the call to
follow Him with a willingness to abandon everything should faithfulness require it; the
calls in these readings bid us have a mindset that has forsaken everything, even when
we are not required to do it.

THE EPISTLE – 1 CORINTHIANS 7:29-31
29I

also say this, brothers: The time is short. From now on, let those who have
wives live as if they have none; 30those who weep, as if not weeping; those who
rejoice, as if not rejoicing; those who buy, as if not possessing;31and those who use
the world, as if not getting any use out of it. For the way of life that belongs to this
world is passing away.

THE HOLY GOSPEL – MARK 1:14-20
P:

The Holy Gospel for the Third Sunday after the Epiphany is written in the 1st chapter
of the Gospel according to St. Mark, beginning at the 14th verse.
14After

John was put in prison, Jesus went to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the
kingdom of God. 15“The time is fulfilled,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come
near! Repent, and believe in the gospel.”
16As Jesus was going along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother
Andrew casting a net into the sea, since they were fishermen. 17Jesus said to them,
“Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 18Immediately they left their
nets and followed him. 19Going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee
and his brother John. They were in a boat mending the nets. 20Immediately Jesus
called them. They left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and
followed him.
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THE CREED
P:

Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

C:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
Very God of Very God,
Begotten, not made,
Being of one substance with the Father,
By Whom all things were made;
Who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
And He shall come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead;
Whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
Who spoke by the Prophets.
And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
and the Life  of the world to come.
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HYMN #197 “MY HOPE IS BUILT”
THE SERMON – 1 KINGS 19:14-21

THE LORD’S ASSURANCE
WHEN EVERYTHING SEEMS HOPELESS
1. I will execute my justice
2. I will provide for my church

14He

said, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of Armies, but the
people of Israel have abandoned your covenant. They have torn down your altars
and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking to
take my life.”
15Then the LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came and go to the Wilderness
of Damascus. When you get there, you are to anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16You
will also anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel and Elisha son of Shaphat from
Abel Meholah as prophet in your place. 17Whoever escapes the sword of Hazael,
Jehu will kill, and whoever escapes the sword of Jehu, Elisha will kill. 18But I have
preserved in Israel seven thousand whose knees have not bent to Baal and whose
lips have not kissed him.”
19So Elijah went from there and found Elisha son of Shaphat. Elisha was doing the
plowing with twelve teams of oxen in front of him, and he himself was driving the
twelfth team. Elijah crossed over to him and threw his cloak over him. 20Then Elisha
left the oxen and ran after Elijah. He said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother
good-bye! Then I will follow you.”
Then Elijah said, “Go back! For what have I done to you?”
21So Elisha turned back from following him. Then he took the team of oxen and
slaughtered them. Using the equipment from the oxen as fuel, he cooked the meat
and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he got up, followed Elijah, and served
him.

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
9

THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit  be with you all.

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry.

“Bring the complete tithe to the storehouse so that there may be food in
my house. Just test me in this, says the Lord of Armies. See whether I do
not open for you the windows of heaven and pour down blessing on you,
until there is more than enough.”
(Malachi 3:10)

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
Peace Lutheran Church practices close communion. We ask that only members of
the ELS and WELS partake of the Sacrament today. Visitors, please speak to the
Pastor about receiving the Sacrament in the future.

THE PREFACE
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts unto the Lord.
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P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

THE PROPER PREFACE AND SANCTUS
P: It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, and now we praise You
that You sent us Your only-begotten Son and that in Him, being found in fashion as
a Man, You manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

THE SANCTUS (HOLY, HOLY, HOLY)
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead
us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever.
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take,
eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In
the same way also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them
saying: “Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My  blood, which is
shed for you and for many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”

THE AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD)
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THE DISTRIBUTION
1. The elements will be prepared in a safe and sanitary process. The words of
consecration will be spoken with the elements still covered.
2. The pulpit side of the church will be communed first and the organ side
second.
3. Ushers will direct Communicants to line up in the center aisle, please follow
social distancing.
4. Communicants are asked to sanitize their
hands at the mobile dispenser in the aisle
before receiving the elements.
5. Communicants will receive the elements in a
continuous fashion. The pastors will not
speak during the distribution.
6. Communicants will return to their seats by
means of the outer aisles.
7. After all the communicants have received the
elements, the pastor will say the dismissal
blessing.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN #313 “I COME, O SAVIOR, TO THY TABLE”
THE DISMISSAL
THE COLLECT OF THANKSGIVING
P:

Let us give thanks and pray: We thank You, Lord God Almighty, that You have
refreshed us with these Your salutary gifts; and we beseech You of Your mercy, to
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You, and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.

THE BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace.
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THE CLOSING HYMN “GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING”
Verse 1 – Congregation
Verse 2-3 – Choir
Verse 4 – Congregation

Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008
Welsh, 18th cent.
Setting by Kevin Hildebrand
Text copyright © 1983 Concordia Publishing House, St Louis, MO.
All rights reserved. Reproduced by permission.
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THE CLOSING PRAYER
P:

O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be
strengthened in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death.
Amen.

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Vocalists: Tammy Kammerer; Matt & Kristen Lukasek; Eric & Denice Woller;
Flute: Rachel Olsen, Accompanist: Katie Hartwig;
Ushers: 1st – Joel Kom, Thomas Wosmek;
Ushers: 2nd – Rob Pipal, Mark Zenk;
Organist: Katie Hartwig.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
Unless otherwise noted, service settings and hymns are copyright 1996 by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod
and are used by permission.
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Announcements
This week’s schedule, January 24 – 31:
Sunday:
8:15 AM
Divine Service
(masks required, with exemptions)
9:20 AM
Bible Story Time for toddlers & up, room #3
9:30 AM
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 AM
Divine Service
(masks required, with exemptions)
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Solid Grounds Bible Study, at Peace and online
Wednesday:
4:00 PM
Confirmation Class
Friday:
6:30 AM
Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study
Saturday:
6:00 PM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
(masks required)
Sunday:
8:15 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
(masks required, with exemptions)
9:20 AM
Bible Story Time for toddlers & up, room #3
9:30 AM
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
(masks required, with exemptions)
2:30 PM
Peace Tubing at Mt. Kato
Important upcoming events:
February 4th
February 6th
February 7th
February 17th

Red Cross Blood Drive, 12:00-5:00pm
Usher Training, 9:00am
Preschool Teacher Call Meeting, 11:30am
Ash Wednesday services at 5:00 & 6:30pm

New Member Sunday is Name Tag Sunday – Next week, January 31st, is
our New Member Sunday where we invite those who have joined Peace in the
past year to be recognized at the front of church during our services. As part
of this special day we would also like you to join in and make our new members feel
welcome. We are asking that all of our members, old and new, wear a nametag to help
our new members get to know us better. Nametags, markers and hand sanitizer will be
provided in the entryway. Please make sure to put one on next week. Thanks!
Junior Youth - Bowling – Our next Junior Youth Event will be TODAY,
Sunday, January 24th, from 6:30 to 8:30pm. We plan to meet at church at
6:30pm for our regular Bible Study, after which we will be driving over to
Victory Bowl for a few games of bowling.
The cost is $10. Sign-up at:
peacemankato.com/bowling. Questions? Text Pastor M, 507-382-0045.
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2021 Offering Envelopes are available for pick up on the table in the narthex.
If you can’t find yours, please contact Karen at karen@peacemankato.com.
Volunteers Needed – Saturday, January 30th, is the next Saturday that
Peace is scheduled to provide volunteers at New 2 You (as of right now, no
one has volunteered). The new Saturday store hours are 10:00 to 3:00, and as
usual, we need 2 volunteers for the entire time the store is open. You can
volunteer the entire shift, or we can split it up into morning/afternoon. Don’t
worry if you haven’t volunteered before – there is “on the job training”! If you can help
out (and can bring a friend with you, even better!), please contact Lori Pipal
(loripipal@gmail.com) for more information and to sign up.
Peace Snow Tubing @ Mount Kato – Come out and snow tube with your
Peace family on Sunday, January 31st, at 2:30pm. The cost is $18 per person
and riders must be 42” tall to tube. Our passes are for two hours of tubing.
We will be meeting by the ticket booth at Mount Kato at 2:30pm. The first 62 to pay
receive a $4 discount. Please sign-up online at www.peacemankato.com/tubing, and
give your money to Joni Moldstad, by Saturday, January 30th.
A Red Cross Blood Drive will be held at Peace on Thursday,
February 4th, from Noon to 5:00pm. Please sign up by calling 1800-733-2767 or visit redcrossblood.org and enter:
PEACENOKNATO to schedule an appointment.
Usher Training – February 6th, at 9:00am. Current ushers and those who
want to be, please plan to attend this training. We are looking for more men
to serve in this capacity. For those new to ushering at Peace, it is essential
that you attend and for those who have done it before it will be a good review. Please
contact Corey Olsen if you willing to usher, but not able to attend, corey.olsen@blc.edu.
Jesus Lambs at Peace Preschool is taking applications for next year’s
preschool. Mrs. Moldstad will leave application folders on the table by the
church offices. We will have an Open House in the early Spring, but if you
would like to register early it would be much appreciated. If you have any
questions or wish to have a personal tour of our school contact Mrs. Moldstad at:
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com.
Retiring – Joslyn Moldstad has announced she will retire from
teaching preschool at the end of this school year. We thank Joslyn for
her devotion, not only to the mission of Jesus’ Lambs at Peace
Preschool and to Peace Lutheran Church, but to all the children and
their families that have passed through it in the past 17 years!
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Call Meeting – A Call Meeting to call a teacher for our preschool will be held on
Sunday, February 7th, at 11:30am. Date has been changed in order to get a call
list from the synod. All voters are asked to come to this important meeting.
Adult Group – Cross Country Skiing or Snowshoeing – Our next
Peace Adult Group activity is cross country skiing or snowshoeing at
Ney Nature Center on Saturday, February 13th, at 10am. The cost for
rental is $5 per person. If You’d like to participate, please sign-up at
www.peacemankato.com/ccski. Email joni.moldstad@blc.edu if you have any questions.
Thank you to all who helped with the painting project at New 2 You the
weekend of Jan 16-19th. We could not have accomplished what we did
without many hands. The store looks awesome and we encourage everyone
to stop by and see the new look for New 2 You.
New 2 You has new hours on Saturdays – they will be open 10:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. The hours will still be 9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m., Tuesday-Friday and
closed Sunday and Monday.

JLMLC Job Posting – Jesus Loves Me Learning Center in North Mankato is looking for
classroom assistant teachers and aides who have enthusiasm and passion for children,
patience, a sense of humor, good communication skills, and are flexible. Please email
LaShawn Smith for an application at directorjlm@stpaulsnorthmankato.com or call her
at 507-345-7707 or 507-508-2041.
MVLHS Director of Mission Advancement Position Open – Minnesota Valley
Lutheran High School seeks a WELS or ELS male to serve as Director of Mission
Advancement. Interested individuals should contact MVL Principal, Dr. Tim Plath, for
more information at 507-354-6851 or tplath@mvlhs.org.
Bethany Lutheran College is currently taking applications for four different positions
on campus,
• Assistant/Associate Professor- Business Administration
• Computer Systems Specialist- IT
• Dean of Students
• Office and Enrollment Coordinator- Clinical Mental Health Counseling Program
For more information regarding each position, please visit our website, www.blc.edu
under the 'Bethany Jobs' page.
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