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John Arthur Moldstad, Jr. 
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CHRISTIAN FUNERAL SERVICE FOR  

JOHN ARTHUR MOLDSTAD, JR. 
 
 

THE INVOCATION 
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

PRAYER 
P: Out of the depths I have called to you, O LORD. Lord, hear my voice. Let your ears be 

attentive to the sound of my cry for mercy. If you, LORD, kept a record of guilt, O Lord, 
who could stand? But with you there is pardon, so you are feared. I wait for the LORD. 
My soul waits, and in his word I have put my hope. My soul waits for the Lord more 
than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait for the morning. 
Israel, wait confidently for the LORD, because with the LORD there is mercy. With him 
there is abundant redemption. So he himself will redeem Israel from all its guilt.  
Amen. 

HYMN #246   “GOD’S OWN CHILD, I GLADLY SAY IT”  
Text:  E. Neumeister, 1671-1756; Tr. R. E. Voelker, 1991 
Tune: W. Weissnitzer, c. 1615-1697; Setting: S. Voelker, 1991 
Tune: (verses 1, 2, 4): Johann Caspar Bachfen, 1695-1775.  Public domain. 

Verses 1, 2, and 4 

 
 

 
 

 



3 

 
 

 
 

Verses 3 and 5 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

RESURRECTION COMFORT 
P: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who comforts us in all our 

troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves 
have received from God.  The apostle Paul writes to the Romans:  “The wages of sin 
is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Jesus gives us this 
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comfort:  “I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me will live, even 
though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.” 

P: Death has been swallowed up in victory!  Thanks be to God! 

C: He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

P: When Christ, who is our life, appears, 

C: Then we also will appear with Him in glory. 

P: We will be before the throne of God 

C: And serve Him day and night in His temple. 

P: Never again will we hunger; 

C: Never again will we thirst. 

P: For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be our shepherd; he will lead us to 
springs of living water. 

C: And God will wipe every tear from our eyes. 

P: Let us pray. God of all grace, You sent Your Son Jesus to destroy the power of death 
and to open the kingdom of heaven to all believers.  Make us certain that because 
He lives, we too shall live.  Comfort us with Your promise that neither death nor life 
nor things present nor things to come shall be able to separate us from Your love 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

HYMN   “HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION” CW #416 
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Text:  A Selection of Hymns, London, 1787, abr., alt. 
Tune: Bernhard Schumacher, 1886-1978 
From Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993.  Reprinted under One License #A-721927 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

JOB 19:23-27 
23Oh how I wish that my words were written down.  
Oh how I wish that they were inscribed in bronze,  
24that they would be engraved in rock forever  
with an iron tool and letters filled with lead.  
25As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives,  
and that at the end of time he will stand over the dust.  
26Then, even after my skin has been destroyed,  
nevertheless, in my own flesh I will see God.  
27I myself will see him.  
My own eyes will see him, and not as a stranger.  
My emotions are in turmoil within me. 

JOSHUA 24:14-15 
14Joshua said, “Now, therefore, fear the LORD and serve him wholeheartedly and 

faithfully. Remove the gods that your fathers served in the region across the River 
and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15But if you see no benefit in serving the LORD, then 
choose for yourselves today whomever you will serve—whether the gods that your 
fathers served beyond the River or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are 
living. But as for me and my household—we will serve the LORD!” 
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SOLO   “YAHWEH IS MY SHEPHERD” (PSALM 23) 
Yahweh is my shepherd 
I have everything I need 
He makes me lie down in green pastures 
He leads me beside the quiet waters 
He restores my soul 
He leads me in paths of righteousness 
For the sake of His name 
Even though I walk through the darkest of valleys 
I will fear no evil 
For You are with me, You’re always with me 
Your rod and staff, they give me peace, they comfort me 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of enemies 
You anoint my head with oil 
My cup overflows, my cup overflows 
Surely Your goodness and Your love will follow and pursue me 
Your love will chase me down all of my days 
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

©2020 The Psalms Project. Arr. Navarro.  
Used by permission. 

ROMANS 8:31-39 
31What then will we say about these things? If God is for us, who can be against 

us? 32Indeed, he who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will 
he not also graciously give us all things along with him? 

33Who will bring an accusation against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies! 
34Who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus, who died and, more than that, was 
raised to life, is the one who is at God’s right hand and who is also interceding for us! 
35What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will trouble or distress or persecution 
or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36Just as it is written: 

For your sake we are being put to death all day long. 
We are considered as sheep to be slaughtered. 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor rulers, neither 

things present nor things to come, nor powerful forces, 39neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
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HYMN   “JERUSALEM THE GOLDEN” CWS #728 
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Text:                   Bernard of Cluny, 12th century 
Tune, Setting:  Gustav Holst, 1874-1934, alt. 
From Christian Worship Supplement  © 2008 Northwestern Publishing House.  Reprinted under One License 
#A-721927 
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JOHN 11:17-27 
17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four 

days. 
18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles away. 19Many Jews had come to 

Martha and Mary to comfort them concerning their brother. 
20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet him, while Mary 

was sitting in the house. 
21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died. 22But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 
23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24Martha replied, “I know that he will rise in the resurrection on the Last Day.” 
25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me will 

live, even if he dies. 26And whoever lives and believes in me will never perish. Do you 
believe this?” 

27“Yes, Lord,” she told him. “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who 
was to come into the world.” 

HYMN #351:1-2, 5, 7-8   “I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES” 
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THE OBITUARY 

SERMON – JOHN 14:1-6           LET NOT YOUR HEARTS BE TROUBLED 
1“Do not let your heart be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my 

Father’s house are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I am going 
to prepare a place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and take you to be with me, so that you may also be where I am. 4You know where I 
am going, and you know the way.” 

5“Lord, we don’t know where you are going,” Thomas replied, “so how can we 
know the way?” 

6Jesus said to him, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the 
Father, except through me. 
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HYMN #226:1-2, 9-10   “BY GRACE I’M SAVED” 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



13 

 

 
 

 

 

PRAYERS 
P: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Savior of the world, You are the Head of Your 

Church and Chief Shepherd of Your flock.  It has pleased You to call out of this life 
John Moldstad, the president of our Evangelical Lutheran Synod.  You have given, 
and You have taken away according to Your wisdom and pleasure.  You are the Lord, 
and You have here caused Your sovereign power to be felt.  In all humility we submit 
to Your holy will, and we revere Your ways even when Your judgments are 
unsearchable and Your ways past finding out.  

C: The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away.  May the name of the Lord be blessed.” 
(Job 1:21) 

P: We thank You for all the goodness and mercy which You showed to Your departed 
servant during his earthly pilgrimage, especially that You permitted him for so many 
years to lead us, your synod, whose work it is to preach the saving Gospel in its 
fullness and purity and to administer the Sacraments according to Your institution, 
so that both young and old might be brought to the knowledge of the truth. 

C: Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His mercy endures forever. (Psalm 107:1) 
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P: We praise Your holy name for having given him steadfastness amidst all temptations 
and for having kept him faithful in the face of all trials and difficulties; for having given 
success to Your Word as it was proclaimed by him; for having built Your temple in 
the hearts of many through his ministry; and for having given him grace to be 
transferred by a blessed end out of the Church Militant into the Church Triumphant. 

C: Blessed is the man who endures a trial patiently, because when he has stood the 
test, he will receive the crown of life, which God promised to those who love him. 
(James 1:12) 

P: We pray You to comfort all those who mourn his departure with the assuring 
consolation of Your holy Word; take them all under the protecting shadow of Your 
everlasting arms, and heal their stricken hearts with the balm of Your love.  You are 
the Helper of the widows and the fatherless.  According to Your good pleasure, give 
to Your synod another shepherd who will faithfully serve according its needs. 

C: Blessed are those who mourn, because they will be comforted. (Matthew 5:4) 

P: May the death of Your servant remind us all of the frailty of this life and that we, too, 
must die.  Teach us to number our days in such a way that we bring a heart of wisdom.  
Make us realize that we best remember those who have spoken to us the Word of 
God by being faithful to their teaching and by following their example in a godly life, 
so that, when You, the Chief Shepherd, shall return, we may appear before You 
without fear.  While we live, may we live to You, and when we die, may we die to 
You.  Keep us ever near to You through the sanctifying influences of Your Holy Spirit, 
who with You and the Father live and reign, ever one God, world without end. 

C: Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you.  Carefully consider the 
outcome of their way of life and imitate their faith.  Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and forever.  Amen. (Hebrews 13:7-8) 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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THE BLESSING 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace. 

C: Amen. 

HYMN #406   “LORD, THEE I LOVE WITH ALL MY HEART” (ON NEXT PAGE) 
V. 1 Pastors 
V. 2 All 
V. 3 Pastors begin; all join at “And then from death awaken me” 
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HYMN #406   “LORD, THEE I LOVE WITH ALL MY HEART” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastors 

      All 

Pastors 

† 

† All join 
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Text:  M. M. Schalling, 1532-1608, Tr. C. Winkworth, 1827-78, alt. 
Tune: Zwey Bücher . . . Tabulatur, Strassburg, 1577 
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Pallbearers John Andrew Moldstad 
 Matthew Moldstad 
 Michael Moldstad 
 Joshua Moldstad 
 Tony Cordes 
 Kyle Hopkins 
 
Preacher Rev. Gaylin Schmeling 
Liturgist Rev. Timothy Hartwig 
Lector Rev. Craig Ferkenstad 
Organist Katie Hartwig 
Trumpet Joseph Roemhildt 
Guitar Eric Harstad 
Piano Crystal Foslien 
Vocalist Katie Hartwig 
Artwork Don Moldstad 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A graveside service will be held at Norseland Cemetery after the funeral service. 
 
Directions to Norseland Lutheran Cemetery:  
Take Hwy 14 west to the Nicollet exit (8.9 miles), follow MN-111 north to MN-22 in 
New Sweden (10.1 miles), turn right onto MN-22, destination will be on the right (4.3 
miles). 
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OBITUARY FOR JOHN ARTHUR MOLDSTAD, JR. 
Rev. John Arthur Moldstad Jr., 66, of Madison Lake, 
MN, was called to his Heavenly Home 
unexpectedly on Friday, January 29, 2021.  He died 
with the sure hope of eternal life through his Savior 
Jesus Christ, who promised, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. Whoever believes in me will live, even 
if he dies.” (John 11:25) 

He was born April 6, 1954, in Bagley, MN, to Rev. 
John, Sr. and Gudrun (Madson) Moldstad.  He was 
baptized the same day by his father in the hospital 
and was confirmed at Mount Olive Lutheran 
Church in Mankato. 

He studied at Bethany Lutheran High School in Mankato for one year before transferring 
to Martin Luther Academy in New Ulm where he met his future wife, Joslyn Marie 
Wiechmann.  John went on to study at Bethany Lutheran College in Mankato, 
Northwestern College in Watertown, WI, and Bethany Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
Mankato.  He later completed a Masters of Sacred Theology at Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary in Mequon, WI. 

John married his high school sweetheart, Joslyn, on July 30, 1977.  Their union was blessed 
with seven children and fourteen grandchildren.  He and Joslyn recently moved to their 
new home on Lake Washington, where they planned to retire.  They enjoyed many 
wonderful memories with their children and grandchildren at the lake. 

John was a third generation pastor, serving first as vicar at Bethany Lutheran Church in 
Princeton, MN, and then as pastor of Bethel Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls, SD, Our Savior 
Lutheran Church in Lake Havasu City, AZ, and Faith Lutheran Church in Oregon, WI.  In 
1994 he was called to serve as New Testament professor at Bethany Lutheran Theological 
Seminary.  In 2002 he was called to serve as the president of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod, a role in which he served until his death.  It was his fervent desire that all come to 
know their Savior Jesus Christ that through Him they may have forgiveness of sin and 
eternal life. 

John was preceded in death by his mother, Gudrun, and three infant siblings.  He is 
survived by his wife, Joslyn, his father, John Sr. (June), his brother, Rev. Donald (Gina), his 
sister, Lois Fick (Paul) and his children Rachel Renee, John Andrew (Amanda), Rev. 
Matthew James (Joni), Michael John (Annie), Andrea Elizabeth Hopkins (Kyle), Joshua 
Ryan (Rachel), and Brittany Rachelle Cordes (Tony), and fourteen grandchildren, with two 
more on the way. 

“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.” (Rev. 14:13) 
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