ROAD TO REDEMPTION: FROM MEAL TO MEAL
EXODUS 24:6-11

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
DIVINE SERVICE – 5:00 & 6:30 PM
MAUNDY THURSDAY – APRIL 1, 2021

MAUNDY THURSDAY DIVINE SERVICE
WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Notes regarding tonight’s service –
The name for this day comes from our Lord’s instruction to His disciples in John 13, “A new
commandment I give, that you love one another,” the Latin word for “command” being “mandatum”.
On this day we recall that Jesus washed His disciples’ feet, a simple action that taught the disciples, and
the church, that Christ’s lordliness is shown forth in His humble service for us. The fruit of this service is
the forgiveness of sins, given so richly in the Sacrament of the Altar, where in fulfillment of Christ’s
command and promise we “do this” and receive the forgiveness of sins in His true Body and Blood given
for us to eat and drink in the bread and wine.
Following our solemn and joyous commemoration of His institution of the sacrament we travel with our
servant Lord to the garden where we see His humiliation for us at the hands of His enemies. The account
in the garden is read from Matthew's Gospel which is followed by the singing of “Over Kedron Jesus
Treadeth”. After the final collect of thanks all may remain for silent prayer and then depart in quiet peace
and joy.

INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

THE SERMON HYMN “LET ALL MORTAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE”
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CW #361

Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th century; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829-85, alt.
Tune: French fold tune, 17th century
Setting © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship
From Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993. Reprinted under One License #A-721927
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THE SERMON – EXODUS 24:6-11 ROAD TO REDEMPTION: FROM MEAL TO MEAL
6Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and he splashed half of the blood

on the altar. 7He took the Book of the Covenant and read it out loud to the people
and they said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do. We will obey.”
8Moses took the blood and splashed it on the people. He said, “Look, here is the
blood of the covenant, which the LORD made with you by means of all these words.”
9Then Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up.
10They saw the God of Israel. Under his feet they saw what looked like a pavement
of sapphire as clear as the sky. 11The LORD did not lay his hand on the dignitaries of
the people of Israel. They gazed at God, and they ate and drank.

INSTRUCTION FOR THE END OF LENT
P: In this Lenten season we have heard again how our Lord walked the path of suffering
which led him to the cross for our salvation. We have also heard our Lord’s call to
intensify our struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving
God and one another. This is the struggle to which we were committed at Baptism;
God’s forgiveness and the power of his Spirit to amend our lives continue with us
because of his love for us in Jesus our Savior.
Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of giving peace and new life. In
the absolution, we receive forgiveness as from God himself. This absolution we
should not doubt but firmly believe that our sins are thus forgiven before God in
heaven, for it comes to us in the name and by the command of our Lord.
We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be
servants to each other, as Jesus became our servant.
In Holy Communion the members of Christ’s body participate most intimately in his
love. Remembering our Lord’s Last Supper with his disciples, we eat the bread and
drink the cup of this meal. Together we receive the Lord’s gift of his body and blood
for forgiveness and participate in that new covenant that makes us one with him and
one another. The Lord’s Supper is the promise of the great banquet we will share
with all the faithful when our Lord returns, the joyous culmination of our
reconciliation with God and each other.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P: Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness.
C: Almighty God, merciful Father,
I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart.
In what I have done and left undone, I have pursued my ways instead of your ways.
I have not loved my brothers and sisters as myself.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
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I am truly sorry for my sins.
I repent of them.
I beg for your mercy, O Lord.
P: Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us.
C: Cleanse me from my sins.
Release me from my guilt.
Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life.
P: The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son to die for all. For his
sake, God forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to his marvelous light.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion you give us your true body
and blood as a remembrance of your suffering and death on the cross. Grant us so
firmly to believe your words and promise that we may always partake of this
Sacrament to our eternal good, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

HYMN #286 “ROCK OF AGES, CLEFT FOR ME”
THE PASSION HISTORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
THE CREED
P: Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:
C: I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
Very God of Very God,
Begotten, not made,
Being of one substance with the Father,
By Whom all things were made;
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Who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
And He shall come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead;
Whose kingdom shall have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
Who spoke by the Prophets.
And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
and the Life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER FOR MAUNDY THURSDAY
P: Lord God, heavenly Father, author of the everlasting covenant and giver of the cup
of salvation,
C: We gather in Your courts to offer You our sacrifice of thanksgiving.
P: For fulfilling Your promise to establish a new covenant through he blood of Your Son,
Jesus Christ,
C: We give You humble and hearty thanks.
P: As our Lord Jesus Christ gave thanks to You when He broke the bread, as He gave
thanks to You when He took the cup,
C: We also give You thanks.
P: Precious Savior, both Priest and offering, awe and wonder fill our hearts as we
partake of Your body, broken for us, and Your blood, shed for us.
C: We praise You, bless You, and adore You, Lord Jesus Christ.
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P: In our poverty of righteousness, we have nothing to offer. Without Your tremendous
sacrifice, we would still be in our sins,
C: But through Your sacrament of the New Testament, we are assured that our
iniquities are forgiven and our sins are no longer remembered.
P: O Holy Spirit, dwell within us as we remember our Lord’s death in this sacrament.
Enter our hearts to strengthen our faith and fill us with gratitude for You great mercy.
C: Move us to encourage one another to love and to do good works.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

P: As our Lord served His disciples by washing their feet, so may we also humbly serve
one another.
C: Help us live our lives as sacrifices of thanksgiving to Him who first loved us. Amen.

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in this
community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this offering
which supports our ministry.

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits from your entire harvest.”

Proverbs 3:9

HYMN #283 “GLORY BE TO JESUS”

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
Peace Lutheran Church practices close communion. We ask that only members of the ELS and
WELS partake of the Sacrament today. Visitors, please speak to one of our Pastors about receiving
the Sacrament in the future.

THE PREFACE
P: The Lord be with you.
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P: Lift up your hearts.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

THE PROPER PREFACE AND SANCTUS
P: It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; on the tree of the cross
You gave salvation to all mankind that, whence death arose, by the fault of one man,
thence also life might arise by the obedience of one man; and that even as Satan once
overcame by a tree, likewise by a tree he was overcome, through the death of Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take, eat; this is
My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way
also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying: “Drink of
it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you and for
many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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THE AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD)
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THE DISTRIBUTION
1. The elements will be prepared in a safe and sanitary process. The words of consecration
will be spoken with the elements still covered.
2. The pulpit side of the church will be communed first and the organ side second.
3. Ushers will direct Communicants to line up in the center aisle, please follow social
distancing.
4. Communicants are asked to sanitize their hands at the mobile dispenser in the aisle before
receiving the elements.
5. Communicants will receive the elements in a continuous fashion.
6. Communicants will return to their seats by means of the outer aisles.
7. After all the communicants have received the elements, the pastor will say the dismissal
blessing.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS #432 “JESUS, THY BLOOD AND RIGHTEOUSNESS”
#282 “ALAS! AND DID MY SAVIOR BLEED
DISMISSAL
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THE COLLECT OF THANKSGIVING
P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup.

P: Let us pray: O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in
lovingkindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His
sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to
forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that
we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
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STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR
Lights are dimmed in remembrance of our Lord’s suffering in the garden and His battle against
the powers of darkness. At the end of the service, you may remain for prayer or quietly depart.

SCRIPTURE READING – MATTHEW 26:30-32 & 36-38
30After

they sang a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Jesus said to them, “This night you will all fall away on account of me, for
it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’
32But after I have been raised, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” …
36Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane. He told his disciples,
“Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 37He took with him Peter and the two sons
of Zebedee, and he began to be sorrowful and distressed. 38Then he said to them,
“My soul is very sorrowful, even to the point of death. Stay here, and keep watch
with me.”
31Then

(During the singing of the hymn, the altar is solemnly stripped in token of the Lord’s abandonment
by his disciples and in preparation for Good Friday.)

HYMN #295 “OVER KEDRON JESUS TREADETH”
Verse 1 – Solo
Verse 2 - Congregation
Verse 3 – Solo
Verse 4 – Congregation
Verse 5 – Solo

CLOSING PRAYER
P: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, we humbly beseech You to set Your Passion,
Cross and Death between Your judgment and our souls, now and in the hour of death.
Give us mercy and grace, and grant Your Church concord and peace, that at length
we shall enjoy everlasting life and glory; for with the Father and the Holy Spirit You
reign, one God, now and forever. Amen.

SILENT PRAYER & MEDITATION
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PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

2090 COMMERCE DRIVE
NORTH MANKATO, MN 56003
Member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod

“GOD’S PLANS ARE ALWAYS BEST”
CHURCH STAFF
Pastor Hartwig:
507-382-6826
Email:
pastorhartwig@gmail.com
Pastor Moldstad:
507-382-0045
Email:
pastormoldstad@gmail.com
Church Office:
507-385-1386

JESUS’ LAMBS AT PEACE PRESCHOOL
Teacher/Director:
Joslyn Moldstad
Phone:
507-385-7752
Email:
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com
Church website:
Peacemankato.com
Email:
karen@peacemankato.com

WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before the service.
Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord Jesus Christ, in the sacrament of Holy Communion You give us Your true body
and blood as a remembrance of Your suffering and death on the cross. Grant us so
firmly to believe Your words and promise that we may always partake of this
sacrament to our eternal good; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Soloist: Jordan Kuster;
st
Ushers: 1 – Josh Moldstad, Corey Olsen; 2nd – Sergio Salgado, Mark Zenk;
Pianist/Accompanist: Brittany Cordes.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
Unless otherwise noted, service settings and hymns are copyright 1996 by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod
and are used by permission.

4/2 Good Friday

5:00 PM
6:30 PM

4/4 Easter Sunday

6:30 AM
8:00 AM
9:30 AM

Service of the Cross of Christ
Service of the Cross of Christ
Sunrise Service with Holy Communion
Festival Service
Festival Service

Easter Egg Hunt at 9:05

16

