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WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and to
proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the right
as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room to
enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer before
the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, You form the minds of Your faithful people into a single will. Make us love
what You command and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of
this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through Your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE
Rite 1, p. 41

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION

OPENING PRAYER
P: O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to
hear Your holy Word. We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that
through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear
us for Christ’s sake. Amen.

HYMN #356 “THE DAY OF RESURRECTION”
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P: Let us confess our sins to God and pray:
We poor sinners confess to You, O God, not only that we have been conceived and
born in sin, but also that throughout life we have often and in many ways offended
You, our Lord and Maker, in thought, word and deed, so that You could with perfect
justice reject and condemn us for all eternity.
Therefore we come before You with sorrow of heart, in dread and terror of Your
holy justice and of everlasting death. Our sins are a grievous foe, which we should
hate in every way as long as we live.
O merciful God, You still grant us in this hour to be reminded of Your fatherly
goodness. According to the promise of Your Word we flee for refuge to Your infinite
mercy and implore You, dearest Father, for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your onlybegotten Son, our Brother, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised again
for our justification:
Forgive us all our sins through faith, which the Holy Spirit increases in our hearts
to full assurance.
C: We therefore pray You, O Lord, through Your servant to declare to us the
forgiveness of all our sins. We poor sinners are willing to forgive all who have
offended against us. We earnestly desire to grow in true godliness. Help us, O God,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
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THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE ABSOLUTION
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord:
Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. For
God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all
your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST)
P: Glory be to God in the highest.
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THE SALUTATION
P: The Lord be with you.

C:

THE COLLECT
P: Let us pray.
O God, You form the minds of Your faithful people into a single will. Make us love
what You command and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of
this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through Your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – Our lessons for this Sunday showcase what is produced
by faith in Christ, good fruit. Connected to Christ as the Vine, we are the branches who
produce fruits of faith in sharing the Gospel (Acts 8:26-40), in keeping his commands (1
John 3:18-24), and in acts of love toward our neighbor (John 15). We can’t take credit
for these good works, because they are the work of God in us and through us.

THE LESSON – ACTS 8:26-40
26Now

an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go south to the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is an isolated area.) 27So he got up and
went. And there was a man, an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Candace, Queen
of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasury. He had come to Jerusalem
to worship. 28He was on his way home, sitting in his chariot and reading the prophet
Isaiah.
29The Spirit told Philip, “Go over there and stay close to that chariot.” 30Philip ran
up to it and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet.
Philip asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”
31The man replied, “How can I unless someone explains it to me?” And he invited
Philip to come up and sit with him.
32Now the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading was this:
He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he does not open his mouth.
33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who will talk about his generation?
For his life is taken from the earth.
34The eunuch said to Philip, “I ask you, who is the prophet talking about—himself
or someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak. Starting with that very passage of
Scripture, he told him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were traveling along the
road, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What is
there to prevent me from being baptized?”
38He ordered the chariot to stop. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into
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the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they stepped up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away. The eunuch did not see him anymore, but went
on his way rejoicing.
40Philip, however, found himself at Azotus. And as he went from place to place, he
preached the gospel in all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

THE EPISTLE – 1 JOHN 3:18-24
18Dear

children, let us love not only with word or with our tongue, but also in
action and truth.
19This is how we know that we are of the truth and how we will set our hearts at
rest in his presence: 20If our hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts, and
he knows everything. 21Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have
confidence before God. 22We also receive from him whatever we ask, because we
keep his commands and do what is pleasing in his sight. 23This then is his command:
that we believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and that we love one another
just as he commanded us. 24The one who keeps his commands remains in God and
God in him. This is how we know that he remains in us: We know it from the Spirit,
whom he has given to us.

THE HOLY GOSPEL – JOHN 15:1-8
P: The Holy Gospel for the Fifth Sunday of Easter is written in the 15th chapter of the
Gospel according to St. John, beginning at the 1st verse.
1“I

am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2Every branch in me that does
not bear fruit, he is going to cut off. And he prunes every branch that does bear fruit,
so that it will bear more fruit.
3“You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4Remain in me,
and I am going to remain in you. A branch cannot bear fruit by itself; it must remain
in the vine. Likewise, you cannot bear fruit unless you remain in me.
5“I am the Vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me and I in him is
the one who bears much fruit, because without me you can do nothing. 6If anyone
does not remain in me, he is thrown away like a branch and withers. Such branches
are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you remain in me and my words
remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is
glorified by this: that you continue to bear much fruit and prove to be my disciples.
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HYMN “THIS IS MY WILL”

CW 497

Text: James Quinn, b: 1919, alt.
Tune: Gaelic melody, c. 19th century
Text © 1969 James Quinn, SJ; Setting © Estate of T. H. Weaving
From Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal, NPH © 1993 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-721927.
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THE SERMON – JOHN 15:1-8

REMAIN IN JESUS

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry. To give electronically, please download the Peace
Lutheran (North Mankato) app and click the “Give” icon on the menu bar.

“And my God will fully supply your every need, according to his
glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 4:19

HYMN #510 “FEAR AND LOVE THY GOD AND LORD”

RITE OF CONFIRMATION
PASTOR’S ADDRESS
QUESTIONS FOR CONFIRMANDS
P: Do you this day, in the presence of God and of this congregation, acknowledge that
in Baptism, God gave you forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation?
R: I do.
P: Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises?
R: I do.
P: Do you believe in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit?
R: I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord;
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
The third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
From there He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
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the holy Christian Church,
the Communion of Saints,
the Forgiveness of sins,
the Resurrection of the body,
and the Life everlasting. Amen.
P: Do you believe all the books of the Bible to be the inspired Word of God?
R: I do.
P: Do you believe that the teaching of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, as you have
learned to know it from Luther’s Small Catechism, is faithful and true to the Word of
God?
R: I do.
P: Do you intend to continue steadfast in this teaching and to endure all things, even
death, rather than fall away from it?
R: I do and I ask God to help me.
P: Do you intend faithfully to conform all your life to the teachings of God’s Word, to be
faithful in the use of the Word and sacrament, and in faith and action remain true to
God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – as long as you live?
R: I do, and I ask God to help me.
P: Since it is God alone who enables us both to will and do his good pleasure, it is right
for us, dear friends in Christ, to call on him for these confirmands, that he would
graciously complete the good work which he has begun in them. Let us therefore,
bow our heads and pray.

CONFIRMATION PRAYER
P: Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise you for your great goodness in
bringing these sons and daughters of yours to the knowledge of your Son, Jesus
Christ, and in giving them both hearts to believe and mouths to confess his saving
name. Enable them to bring forth the fruits of faith and to continue steadfast and
victorious until the day comes when all who have fought the good fight of faith shall
receive the crown of righteousness, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

CONFIRMATION BLESSING
P: Brothers and sisters in Christ, what we as a Christian congregation have here asked
our heavenly Father to confer on all of you, we now ask Him to give each of you
individually.
The minister lays his hand on the head of each confirmand. He speaks a blessing and reads
their confirmation verse.

DISMISSAL
P: Your church now invites you to receive the Sacrament of the Lord’s body and blood.
Accept this invitation with deep reverence and holy joy. Regard your communing at
the Lord's Table as a precious privilege given you by God through his Church; receive
this Sacrament thankfully and often. The almighty and most merciful God – Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit – bless and keep you. Go in peace.

HYMN #178 “I PRAY THEE DEAR LORD JESUS”
THE COLLECT
P: We thank You, Almighty God, that You have built Your Church upon the foundation
of the Apostles and Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the Head Cornerstone.
Grant that we may be joined together in unity of spirit by their doctrine, that we may
be made a holy temple acceptable unto You, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.
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THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace.
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THE CLOSING HYMN “GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING”
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CW #332

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919
Tune: Welsh melody, 18th century
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House; Setting reprinted by permission of Oxford University Press.
From Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal, NPH © 1993 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-721927.

THE CLOSING PRAYER
P: O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened
in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen.

Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Ushers: Phil Wels, Mark Zenk;
Pianist: Lexi Fosburgh.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
Unless otherwise noted, service settings and hymns are copyright 1996 by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod
and are used by permission.

15

Announcements
This week’s schedule, May 2 – 9:
Sunday:
8:15 AM
Divine Service
9:20 AM
Bible Story Time for toddlers & up, room #3
9:30 AM
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 AM
Divine Service
12:00 PM
Divine Service with Confirmation
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Solid Grounds Bible Study, at Peace and online
Friday:
6:30 AM
Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study
Saturday:
6:00 PM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Sunday:
8:15 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:20 AM
Bible Story Time for toddlers & up, room #3
9:30 AM
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Important Upcoming Events
May 15th
Peace Picnic at 7-Mile Creek County Park
June 2nd
Wednesday evening services begin
th
June 6
Sunday service times change to 8:30 & 10:00 AM

Congratulations to this years Confirmands – Julia DeWitt (confirmed
at Mt. Olive), Oliver Harding, Jakob Hermanson, Savannah Klockziem, Carl
Kom, Nathaniel Lukasek, Katelyn Matzke, Sarah Merritt, Austin
Nommensen, Mia Taylor, Claire Woller.
Confirmation Open House – All are invited to join in the celebration of
Confirmation for Carl Kom. Open house on Sunday, May 2nd, following
Confirmation service, at 23 West Raven Rock Road, Mankato. Feel free
to come and go throughout the afternoon/evening.
Baptized at the 8:15 service this morning is Vivian Beth, daughter of Ben and
Haley Lundsten, who was born on April 12th. May God strengthen Vivian to live
in her baptismal grace all the days of her life.
Peace Picnic May 15th – Join us at 7-Mile Creek County Park for a day of
fellowship and fun! Please bring a chair and come and go as you please. Enjoy
hiking, lawn games, volleyball, and the park with our church family and friends of
our congregation. We will provide a lunch of sandwiches, chips, and drinks. If you plan
to be there for 12pm lunch please sign up for lunch here: peacemankato.com/picnic. Any
questions, please contact Joni.Moldstad@blc.edu
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Jesus Lambs at Peace Preschool is taking fall enrollments for our 2021-22
school year. If you desire a Christian preschool education for your 3, 4 or 5 year
old, please contact Joslyn at 385-7752 or at joslynmoldstad@gmail.com. To
save the desired spot for your child, please pay the registration fee in the office.
A New Look - A special committee has been reviewing the appearance of our
Sunday bulletin. You can look forward to seeing the results of their work in a
few weeks.
Camp Indianhead 2021 – After a year hiatus, Camp Indianhead is back for
ELS youth ages 11 to 16. Camp will be held at Lutheran Island in Henning, MN
from July 11th to 16th, 2021. The cost is $300 per youth. (Peace will reimburse
half of this cost for our members.) Registration forms are on the bulletin
board in the narthex.
MVL Spring Play April 30-May 2 – Have you seen Harvey? Some say they have seen
him now and then at MVL, and even out and about a bit! If you'd like to see Harvey, too,
come on out to MVL's theater production of the play Harvey! This year's production will
be held at State Street Theater Company in New Ulm. Performances are Friday, April 30
& Saturday, May 1 at 7:00 PM, and Sunday, May 2 at 2:00 PM. Advanced tickets are
required and may be purchased online at www.eventbrite.com/o/mvl-dramadepartment-33087882139. If you have questions or issues with ordering, call Mrs.
Jennifer Uher at 262-893-9457. We'd love to share the joy and wonder of Harvey with
you!
MVL Classic on July 12th – The 2021 MVL Classic is coming July 12, at the New Ulm
Country Club. This annual outing supports our Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) for a
Christ-centered education at MVL. Each year - through sponsorships, golf fees, and
outright donations - thousands of dollars are raised for MVL families in the coming school
year. Sponsorship opportunities are currently open for both businesses and individuals;
contact Kristin Matzke at kmatzke@mvlhs.org for more information. Let's tap-in for
tuition assistance!
Bethany Lutheran College is currently taking applications for:
• Admissions Counselor
• Assistant/Associate Professor – Business Administration
• Adjunct Faculty – Nursing Department (2)
For more information please visit our website, blc.edu under the 'Bethany Jobs' page.
Bethany Bookstore – Bibles and Hymnals and Gifts … Have you visited the Bethany
Lutheran College Bookstore lately? The Bookstore carries a variety of Bibles, hymnals,
prayer books, devotionals, and gifts perfect for Confirmation and Graduation. In addition,
embossing is available and completed right in the store for a faster turnaround. Stop by
the Bookstore to check out the variety of Christian books and gifts! We are open 9-10
and 10:30-4 Monday-Friday.
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ELS Military Monument – We live in a very troubled world. Most recently we have
faced the COVID pandemic. We face acts of terrorism at home and abroad that threaten
our freedom. Yet, we enjoy many freedoms in this country. Who do we depend on to
protect us from, and face these evil problems? The answer is obvious, our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. Jesus died on the cross for the sins of the world and has won for us
freedom from sin, the Devil, and eternal death. And God the Father who has blessed us
with the divine vocation of “warrior”. He calls these warriors to protect and defend the
earthly freedoms with which he has blessed us. Sadly, many times, these brave men and
women who have sacrificed so much for our freedom are all but forgotten and the
freedoms they defended taken for granted. As President Calvin Coolidge stated while he
was in office, “The nation that forgets its defenders will itself be forgotten”. Our active
military and veterans wrote a blank check when they took the oath of service and pledged
to defend our country when danger faces us. That blank check included their willingness
to serve, sacrifice and give their life if necessary. “Greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his friends” John 15:13. This is a great opportunity for you
and your family to remember and honor those who served.
Please consider making a contribution to the ELS
military monument to remember and honor
those who served. Until May 31st, your gifts to
the project will be matched dollar for dollar. See
the graph of donations made thus far and
prayerfully consider contributing to this way of
honoring those who have served or are serving,
be it a father, brother, sister, uncle, aunt,
neighbor, friend or any acquaintance you may
have that served to protect your way of life. For
more information: www.els.org/monument.
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Confirmands 2021
Oliver James Harding
John 3:16 EHV
For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
Baptized September 2007 at Dale Lutheran Church, Kenyon, MN
Sponsors: Family

Jakob Karl Hermanson
Joshua 1:9 EHV
Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified and do not be overwhelmed,
because the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.
Baptized May 5, 2007 at home, Mankato, MN
Sponsors: (the late Rev.) Karl and Rachel Hermanson, Steven and Kelly Stauff

Savannah Hope Young Klockziem
Isaiah 40:31 EHV
But those who wait for the LORD will receive new strength. They will lift up their wings and
soar like eagles. They will run and not become weary. They will walk and not become tired.
Baptized October 22, 2006 at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, Mankato, MN
Sponsors: Jon Klockziem, Joshua Young, Melissa Young

Carl Benjamin Kom
Proverbs 3:5-6 EHV
Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.
Baptized December 14, 2006 at Peace Lutheran Church, North Mankato, MN
Sponsors: Brian Kom, Laura Lindemann

Nathaniel Thomas Lukasek
Isaiah 43:1 EHV
But now this is what the LORD says, the LORD who created you, O Jacob,
the LORD who formed you, O Israel. Do not be afraid, because I have redeemed you.
I have called you by name. You are mine.
Baptized April 14, 2007 at Trinity Lutheran Church, Waconia, MN
Sponsors: Mike Lukasek, Dan Tyrrell
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Katelyn Lorna Matzke
Revelation 2:10b EHV
Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.
Baptized August 13, 2006 at Immanuel Lutheran Church, Mankato, MN
Sponsor: Paul Matzke

Sarah Anne Merritt
Romans 13:8 EHV
Do not owe anyone anything except to love one another,
for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.
Baptized November 26, 2006 at Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Lowell, AR
Sponsors: Jody and Nancy Larson

Austin Brian Duane Nommensen
2 Timothy 4:7-8 EHV
I have fought the good fight; I have finished the race; I have kept the faith. From now on,
there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness. The Lord, the righteous Judge, will give
it to me on that day, and not only to me but also to everyone who loved his appearing.
Baptized September 7, 2006 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, St. James, MN
Sponsors: Katie Elzenga, Lorin and Patti Nommensen, Margo Smith, Dean Soucek

Mia Joelle Taylor
Isaiah 41:10 EHV
Do not fear, for I am with you. Do not be overwhelmed, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you. Yes, I will help you. I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
Baptized March 11, 2007 at Shepherd of the Lakes Lutheran Church, Fairmont, MN
Sponsors: John and Kari Duehlmeyer, Joshua Ernst, Hannah Lepper

Claire Elizabeth Woller
Joshua 1:9 NIV
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid;
do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.
Baptized March 1, 2007 at Trinity Chapel, Bethany Lutheran College, Mankato, MN
Sponsors: Shawn and Jessica Woller
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