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WELCOME TO PEACE! – The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives
life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one another in love and fellowship; and
to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

PARENT’S ROOM
A room is available if your little one needs a moment. It is the first room on the
right as you walk into the church building. Sound and video are piped into the room
to enable you to hear and see the service. Changing tables are in both restrooms.

FACILITIES
Restrooms are located down the hall and on the right side.
An induction loop is provided for the benefit of hearing aid users. To use,
please switch your hearing aid to “T.”

BEFORE WORSHIP
As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet minutes in prayer
before the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from You. Inspire us to think
those things that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may
always make our petitions according to Your gracious will; through Your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
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THE DIVINE SERVICE WITH HOLY COMMUNION
Rite 1, p. 41

I. THE SERVICE OF PREPARATION
OPENING PRAYER
P:

O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence
to hear Your holy Word. We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that
through the preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to
believe on Jesus in life and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness.
Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen.

HYMN #378:1, 5, 6, 10 “DEAR CHRISTIANS ONE AND ALL REJOICE”
THE CONFESSION OF SIN
P:

Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we
are by nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought,
word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and
imploring Your grace, for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us: have
mercy upon us, and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your
Holy Spirit increase in us a true knowledge of You, and of Your will and true
obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

THE KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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THE ABSOLUTION
P: Hear the holy and comforting Word of our Lord:
Come unto me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
For God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
Lift up your hearts! By the authority of God and of my holy office I forgive you all
your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

4

THE GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST)
P:

Glory be to God in the highest.
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THE SALUTATION
P:

The Lord be with you.

C:

THE COLLECT
P:

Let us pray.
Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from You. Inspire us to think
those things that are true and long for those things that are good, that we may
always make our petitions according to Your gracious will; through Your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
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II. THE SERVICE OF THE WORD
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – Christians, mindful of the Savior’s great love for them, will

want to demonstrate this same love as the guiding principle of their own lives. This love
will also unite them in sharing the blessings of Christ’s gospel in word and in deed.

THE EPISTLE – 1 JOHN 4:1-11
1Dear

friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see if they are
from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2This is how you
can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit who confesses that Jesus Christ has
come in the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit who does not confess Jesus is not
from God. This is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard is coming and is
already in the world. 4You are from God, dear children, and you have overcome the
false prophets, because the one in you is greater than the one in the world. 5They
are from the world. That is why they speak from a worldly perspective and the world
listens to them. 6We are from God. The one who knows God listens to us, but
whoever is not from God does not listen to us. That is how we can distinguish
between the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
7Dear friends, let us love one another, because love comes from God. Everyone
who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8The one who does not love has
not known God, because God is love. 9This is how God’s love for us was revealed:
God has sent his only-begotten Son into the world so that we may live through him.
10This is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Dear friends, if God loved us so much, we also
should love one another.

THE HOLY GOSPEL – JOHN 15:9-17
P:

The Holy Gospel for the Sixth Sunday of Easter is written in the 15th chapter of the
Gospel according to St. John, beginning at the 9th verse.
9“As

the Father has loved me, so also I have loved you. Remain in my love. 10If you
hold on to my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have held on to my
Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11I have told you these things so that my
joy would continue to be in you and that your joy would be complete.
12“This is my command: Love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has
greater love than this: that someone lays down his life for his friends. 14You are my
friends if you continue to do the things I instruct you. 15I no longer call you servants,
because a servant does not know what his master is doing. But I have called you
friends, because everything that I heard from my Father, I have made known to you.
16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit,
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fruit that will endure, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.
17These things I am instructing you, so that you love one another.

THE CREED
P:

Let us confess our holy faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:

C:

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
Begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
Very God of Very God,
Begotten, not made,
Being of one substance with the Father,
By Whom all things were made;
Who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried;
and the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures;
and ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
And He shall come again with glory
to judge both the living and the dead;
Whose kingdom shall have no end.
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
Who spoke by the Prophets.
And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church.
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
And I look for the Resurrection of the dead
and the Life  of the world to come.
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HYMN “LOVE IN CHRIST IS STRONG AND LIVING”

CW #490

Text: Dorothy R. Schultz, b. 1934
Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, b. 1932
Text and Tune © 1980 Concordia Publishing House; Setting © Concordia Publishing House
From Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993. Reprinted under One License #A-721927
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THE SERMON – ACTS 9:36-42

TABITHA EMBODIES A GODLY WOMAN’S
TRUE BEAUTY

36In

Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was
always doing good deeds and acts of charity. 37At that time she became sick and
died. After they had washed her, they laid her in an upstairs room. 38Since Lydda is
near Joppa, when the disciples heard that Peter was there, they sent two men to
him, who urged him, “Come to us without delay!”
39Peter got up and went with them. When he arrived, they led him to the room
upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing him the robes and
clothing that Dorcas made while she was still with them.
40After Peter sent them all outside, he got down on his knees and prayed. Then he
turned toward the body and said, “Tabitha, get up!” She opened her eyes, and when
she saw Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand and helped her stand up. After he
called the saints and the widows, he presented her to them alive.
42This became known all over Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
THE APOSTOLIC BENEDICTION
P:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit  be with you all.

THE OFFERING
The members of Peace Lutheran Congregation have joined together to do the Lord’s work in
this community and around the world. Visitors need not feel obligated to participate in this
offering which supports our ministry. To give electronically, please download the Peace
Lutheran (North Mankato) app and click the “Give” icon on the menu bar.

“Bring the complete tithe to the storehouse so that there may be food in
my house. Just test me in this, says the Lord of Armies. See whether I do
not open for you the windows of heaven and pour down blessing on you,
until there is more than enough.”
(Malachi 3:10)

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
Peace Lutheran Church practices close communion. We ask that only members of
the ELS and WELS partake of the Sacrament today. Visitors, please speak to the
Pastor about receiving the Sacrament in the future.
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THE PREFACE
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts unto the Lord.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

THE PROPER PREFACE
P: It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, but chiefly are we bound
to praise You for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord; for He
is the very Paschal Lamb, which was offered for us and has taken away the sins of
12

the world. By His death He has destroyed death, and by His rising to life again He
has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

THE SANCTUS (HOLY, HOLY, HOLY)
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead
us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples saying: “Take,
eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In
the same way also He took the cup after supper, gave thanks, and gave it to them
saying: “Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My  blood, which is
shed for you and for many, for the remission of sins. This do as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”
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THE AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD)
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THE DISTRIBUTION
1. The elements will be prepared in a safe and sanitary process. The words of
consecration will be spoken with the elements still covered.
2. The pulpit side of the church will be communed first and the organ side second.
3. Ushers will direct Communicants to line up in
the center aisle, please follow social distancing.
4. Communicants are asked to sanitize their hands
at the mobile dispenser in the aisle before
receiving the elements.
5. Communicants will receive the elements in a
continuous fashion.
6. Communicants will return to their seats by
means of the outer aisles.
7. After all the communicants have received the
elements, the pastor will say the dismissal
blessing.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS #460 “O HOW GREAT IS THY COMPASSION”
#458 “O GOD OF MERCY, GOD OF MIGHT”
THE DISMISSAL
THE COLLECT OF THANKSGIVING
P:

Let us give thanks and pray: We thank You, Lord God Almighty, that You have
refreshed us with these Your salutary gifts; and we beseech You of Your mercy, to
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You, and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
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THE BENEDICTION
P:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give  you peace.

THE CLOSING HYMN #588 “LORD DISMISS US WITH THY BLESSING”
THE CLOSING PRAYER
P:

O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You
would have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of
Jesus Christ, to keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be
strengthened in faith, perfected in holiness, and comforted in life and death.
Amen.
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Thank you to those who served in our service today:
Ushers: 1st – Dave Kammerer, Zach Kammerer;
Ushers: 2nd – Chris Harstad, Lucas Fricke;
Organist: Katie Hartwig.
To God be the Glory!
The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2019 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved.
www.wartburgproject.org
Unless otherwise noted, service settings and hymns are copyright 1996 by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod
and are used by permission.

Announcements
This week’s schedule, May 9 – 16:
Sunday:
8:15 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
9:20 AM
Bible Story Time for toddlers & up, room #3
9:30 AM
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 AM
Divine Service with Holy Communion
Tuesday:
9:00 AM
Solid Grounds Bible Study, at Peace and online
6:30 PM
Council Meeting
Friday:
6:30 AM
Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study
Saturday:
10:00 AM
Peace Picnic at 7-Mile Creek County Park
10:00 AM
Peace Writers’ Group
6:00 PM
Divine Service
Sunday:
8:15 AM
Divine Service
9:20 AM
Bible Story Time for toddlers & up, room #3
9:30 AM
Sunday School & Adult Bible Class
10:30 AM
Divine Service
Important Upcoming Events
May 29th
Last Saturday evening service
May 30th
Sunday service times change to 8:30 & 10:00 AM
June 2nd
Wednesday evening services begin
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Peace Picnic May 15th – Join us at 7-Mile Creek County Park for a day of
fellowship and fun! Please bring a chair and come and go as you please. Enjoy
hiking, lawn games, volleyball, and the park with our church family and friends
of our congregation. We will provide a lunch of sandwiches, chips, and drinks. If you
plan to be there for 12pm lunch please sign up for lunch here:
peacemankato.com/picnic. Any questions, please contact Joni.Moldstad@blc.edu
Junior Youth - Lawn Games – 7th and 8th graders of Peace, come out for
this month’s Junior Youth event on Sunday, May 23rd from 6:30 to 8:30pm.
We are planning to have our usually Bible Study time as well as enjoy some
group games out on the back lawn of the church.
Save the Dates for Our Family VBS Events – Due to COVID concerns we
are planning a different style VBS here at Peace this summer. There will be
three events in which we invite the whole family to join us for a night of fun
songs, Bible stories, and activities. Here are the dates if you’d like to put
them on your calendar:
Thursday, June 17th, 6:30 to 8pm
Thursday, July 22nd, 6:30 to 8pm
Thursday, August 19th, 6:30 to 8pm
More information will be shared in the next couple of weeks.
A New Look – The Sunday bulletin will soon have an exciting new look. A
special committee has been preparing an update which will reduce the
number of pages that need to be printed and also simplify the
announcements.
Jesus Lambs at Peace Preschool is taking fall enrollments for our 2021-22
school year. If you desire a Christian preschool education for your 3, 4 or 5
year old, please contact Joslyn at 385-7752 or at joslynmoldstad@gmail.com.
To save the desired spot for your child, please pay the registration fee in the
office.
Jesus and His Lambs painting (hanging in the coffee area) is
now available for you to purchase as a print and enjoy in
your own home. All the proceeds from the sale of these
prints will be donated to the preschool and will help fund
more projects like this. To place an order contact Malia
Wiley at maliawiley@gmail.com.

19

Camp Indianhead 2021 – After a year hiatus, Camp Indianhead is back for
ELS youth ages 11 to 16. Camp will be held at Lutheran Island in Henning,
MN from July 11th to 16th, 2021. The cost is $300 per youth. (Peace will
reimburse half of this cost for our members.) Registration forms are on the
bulletin board in the narthex.
MVL Classic on July 12th – The 2021 MVL Classic is coming July 12, at the New Ulm
Country Club. This annual outing supports our Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) for a
Christ-centered education at MVL. Each year - through sponsorships, golf fees, and
outright donations - thousands of dollars are raised for MVL families in the coming
school year. Sponsorship opportunities are currently open for both businesses and
individuals; contact Kristin Matzke at kmatzke@mvlhs.org for more information. Let's
tap-in for tuition assistance!
MVL Routes with Palmer Bus Service – Full-time and part-time positions available
with paid training! Contact Site Manager Ray Vulcan at rayv@palmerbusservice.com.
Bethany Lutheran College is currently taking applications for:
• Admissions Counselor
• Assistant/Associate Professor – Business Administration
• Adjunct Faculty – Nursing Department (2)
For more information please visit our website, blc.edu under the 'Bethany Jobs' page.
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