
VISITOR INFORMATION 

Restrooms are located to the right as you leave the 

sanctuary and are equipped with child changing 

tables. 

Parent Room is located on the left as you exit the 

sanctuary doors. This room is equipped with a 

livestream of the service. 

For the hearing impaired, an induction loop is 

provided. Just switch your hearing aid to “T”. 

For other special needs or questions, our ushers are 

here to assist you. Don’t hesitate to ask. 

MEET US 

Our family is loved by Christ and we love each other. We hold firmly to God’s 

Word of truth, which convicts us of our sin and comforts us with God’s forgiveness 

in Christ. We embrace the rich heritage of hymns and liturgy that has guided the 

worship of the Church for generations. We are passionate about Christian 

education, wanting young and old to grow in their knowledge of God’s Word. As 

a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS), we enjoy fellowship with the 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).   

TODAY’S WORSHIP 

When we fail to grasp that the living Bread from heaven is everything and think 

that the temporal is more important, it is then that we become bitter, frustrated, 

angry, greedy, and grasping. But when we trust that we have Christ and his 

grace, Christ and his forgiveness, Christ and his providential care, then we will 

eagerly strive to imitate him. Our theme today is Be Imitators of God. 
  

PEACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  –  AUGUST 15, 2021 – 8:30am 

WELCOME 



2 | P a g e    S e a s o n  o f  P e n t e c o s t  

OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord, our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter, we are assembled in Your presence to hear 
your holy Word. We pray You to open our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that through the 
preaching of Your Word we may be taught to repent of our sins, to believe on Jesus in life 
and death, and to grow day by day in grace and holiness. Hear us for Christ’s sake. Amen. 

HYMN God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It │ ELH 246:1-2 

 

 

DIVINE SERVICE 

WE COME BEFORE THE LORD 

R I TE  1 

PAGE  41 
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Text: E. Nuemeister, 1671-1756; Tr. R. E. Voelker, 1991 
Tune: W. Weissnitzer, c. 1615-1697; Setting: S. Voelker, 1991 

HOLY BAPTISM1 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 
1 This order, from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal, incorporates Holy Baptism into congregational 

worship by combining the Sacrament of Baptism with the Confession of Sins. Martin Luther said that 
confessing sins and receiving forgiveness is nothing else than a reliving of Baptism. Thus this order 
provides opportunity not only to baptize but also to recall the lasting blessings of Baptism. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said: “Go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” All 
of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From our parents we inherit a 
sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God and are condemned to 
eternal death. But Jesus took away our sin by giving his life on the cross. At our baptisms, he 
clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new life by creating faith in him. 
Our sinful nature need not control us any longer. We recall what such baptizing with water 
means for our daily lives as we speak these words: 

Such baptizing with water means that the old Adam in us should, by daily contrition and 
repentance, be drowned and die with all sins and evil lusts; and that a new man daily 
come forth and arise, who shall live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 

As baptized children of God we confess our sins: 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for 
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The Rite of Baptism continues at the font. 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
In obedience to the command of our Lord and trusting in his promise, you have brought this 
child to be baptized. Jesus told us: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” It is in Baptism that God grants the 
new life of forgiveness, joy, and peace to little children. By the power of God’s Word, this 
gracious water of life washes away sin, delivers from death and the devil, creates faith in 
Jesus Christ and gives eternal salvation to all who believe. 

Lincoln, receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart to mark you as a redeemed child 
of Christ. 

The minister applies water to each of those present for Baptism as he says: 

Lincoln Clarence Smith, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 
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The Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—has forgiven all your sins. By your baptism, 
you are born again and made a dear child of your Father in heaven.  

May God strengthen you to live in your baptismal grace all the days of your life. Peace be 
with you. 

EXHORTATION TO SPONSORS 
Dear sponsors, Lincoln has been baptized in the name of the triune God. It is your privilege 
and responsibility to remember him in your prayers, to remind him of his baptism, and, as 
far as possible, to give your counsel and aid that he may be brought up in the true 
knowledge of God according to the teachings of the Scriptures as confessed by our Lutheran 
Church. If you intend gladly and willingly to do this, then answer: Yes, and I ask God to help 
me. 

Yes, and we ask God to help us. 

EXHORTATION TO PARENTS AND CONGREGATION 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, our Lord commands that we teach his precious truths to all 
who are baptized. 

Christian love therefore urges all of us, especially parents, to assist in whatever manner 
possible so that Lincoln may remain a child of God until death. If you are willing to carry out 
this responsibility, then answer: Yes, and we ask God to help us. 

Yes, and we ask God to help us. 

BAPTISM PRAYER 
Merciful Father in heaven, we thank you for the blessing of Baptism by which you offer and 
grant the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Help us to regard our baptisms as the robe 
of righteousness we are to wear all the days of our lives. Look with special favor on Lincoln 
and grant him a rich measure of your Spirit that he may grow in faith and godly living. Make 
us willing to carry out our responsibilities to those who have been baptized, so that all of us 
may finally come to the blessed joys of heaven, through Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 

HYMN God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It │ ELH 246:3-5 

3. Satan, hear this proclamation: I am baptized into Christ.  
Drop your ugly accusation, I am not so soon enticed. 
Now that to the font I’ve travelled, All your might has come unraveled, 
And, against your tyranny, God my Lord unites with me! 

 



6 | P a g e    S e a s o n  o f  P e n t e c o s t  

4. Death, you cannot end my gladness; I am baptized into Christ! 
When I die, I leave all sadness To inherit Paradise! 
Though I lie in dust and ashes Faith’s assurance brightly flashes: 
Baptism has the strength divine To make life immortal mine. 

5. There is nothing work comparing To this lifelong comfort sure! 
Open-eyed my grave is staring; Even there I’ll sleep secure. 
Though my flesh awaits its raising, Still my soul continues praising: 
I am baptized into Christ; I’m a child of Paradise! 

SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you.  

And with your spirit. 

PRAYER 
Almighty and everlasting God, You are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to 
give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of Your mercy, 
forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things 
for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING The death of David’s son Absalom │ 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 
5The king gave orders to Joab, Abishai, and Ittai: “For my sake, act gently with the young 
man Absalom.” All the troops heard the king giving orders to the leaders concerning 
Absalom. 6The troops went out into the countryside to confront Israel. The battle took place 
in the Forest of Ephraim. 7The men of Israel were defeated there by the followers of David. 
There was a great slaughter there on that day—twenty thousand. 8The battle was spread 
over the entire area. The forest devoured more people than the sword did on that day. 
9Absalom encountered the forces of David. As Absalom was riding on his mule, the mule 
went under the thick branches of a large terebinth tree, and Absalom’s head caught in the 
terebinth. He was caught between heaven and earth, and the mule he was riding kept 
going… 15Ten young men, the ones carrying Joab’s armor and weapons, surrounded 
Absalom and struck and killed him… 31The Cushite arrived and said, “There is good news for 
my lord the king, because the LORD has delivered you this day from the power of all who 
rose up against you.” 32The king asked the Cushite, “Is the young man Absalom safe?” The 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD  Evangelical Heritage Version © 2019 



T w e l f t h  S u n d a y  i n  P e n t e c o s t  P a g e | 7 

Cushite said, “May the enemies of my lord the king and all who rise up against you with evil 
intentions be like that young man.” 33The king was shocked. He went up to the room over 
the gatehouse. As he was going, he wept and said, “My son Absalom, my son, my son! O 
Absalom, I wish I had died instead of you. O Absalom, my son, my son.” 

GOSPEL READING Jesus the bread of life │ John 6:41-51 

41So the Jews started grumbling about him, because he said, “I am the bread that came 
down from heaven.” 42They asked, “Isn’t this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and 
mother we know? So how can he say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43Jesus answered 
them, “Stop grumbling among yourselves. 44No one can come to me unless the Father who 
sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the Last Day. 45It is written in the Prophets, 
‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who listens to the Father and learns from him 
comes to me. 46I am not saying that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from 
God. He is the one who has seen the Father. 47Amen, Amen, I tell you: The one who believes 
in me has eternal life. 48“I am the Bread of Life. 49Your fathers ate manna in the wilderness, 
and they died. 50This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that anyone may eat it 
and not die. 51I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats this 
bread, he will live forever. The bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED (UNISON) 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from there He shall come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the 
Forgiveness of sins, the Resurrection of the body, and the Life everlasting.  

Amen. 
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HYMN O God of Mercy, God of Might │ ELH 458 

 

 

 

Text: G. Thring, 1823-1903 
Tune: J. Barnby, 1838-96 
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SERMON Be Imitators of God │ Ephesians 4:30 – 5:2 

30Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption. 31Get rid of every kind of bitterness, rage, anger, quarreling, and slander, along 
with every kind of malice. 32Instead, be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving 
one another, just as God in Christ has forgiven us. 5:1Therefore, be imitators of God as his 
dearly loved children. 2And walk in love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, as a 
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

HYMN Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive │ CW 493 

 

 

Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905-87, alt. 
Tune: A Supplement to the Kentucky Harmony, Harrisonburg, 1820 

OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 

 

WE GIVE THANKS 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies are new every 
morning. Each day you open your hand and provide for the needs of your children on earth. 

We praise you for every grace and blessing. 

Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salvation in Christ 
Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 

We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless our national, 
state, and local governments. 

Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect. 

Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of fairness 
toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their workmanship. 

Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 

Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps students read, 
think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and responsible citizenry. 
Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your created order. 

Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 

Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed commitment to 
be good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom to regard their parents as 
your representatives. 

Lead us to love one another as you have loved us. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will hear and 
with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. 

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER (UNISON) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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PRAYER 
Lord God, our heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your great mercy You have given us 
Your holy and blessed Word, by which You also among us gather Your Christian Church. We 
humbly entreat You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that we receive Your Word with thankful 
hearts, and live according to it and ever increase in Christian faith, and hope, and love, and 
at last obtain eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your beloved Son, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

Amen. 

HYMN Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing │ ELH 588 

1. Lord, dismiss us with Thy blessing; Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
Let us each, Thy love possessing, Triumph in redeeming grace. 
O refresh us, O refresh us, Trav’ling through this wilderness. 

2. Thanks we give and adoration For Thy Gospel’s joyful sound. 
May the fruits of Thy salvation In our hearts and lives abound. 
May Thy presence, may Thy presence With us evermore be found. 

3. So that when Thy love shall call us, Savior, from the world away, 
Fear of death shall not appall us, Glad Thy summons to obey. 
May we ever, may we ever Reign with Thee in endless day. 

Attr. J. Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1, 2, G. Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3 
Tune: Regent Square, H. T. Smart, 1813-79 

PRAYER 
O Lord, we render unto You our heartfelt thanks that You have taught us what You would 
have us believe and do. Help us, O God, by Your Holy Spirit, for the sake of Jesus Christ, to 
keep Your Word in pure hearts, that we thereby may be strengthened in faith, perfected in 
holiness, and comforted in life and death. Amen. 

 
Organist Katie Hartwig  
Ushers Dave Kammerer & Zak Kammerer 
Sunday Refreshments  Peace Group 2

WE THANK THOSE WHO SERVE 



 
 

SOCCER COACHES NEEDED 
Mt. Olive needs volunteer coaches for 

their 5th to 6th grade team. Email: 

mrz@mtolivelutheran.org if interested.  

 

NEWS & NOTES 
For more detailed information concerning our news & 

notes, visit peacemankato.com/news 

RANDOM ACTS OF LOVING KINDNESS 

Pick up kindness cards in the narthex and share them 

as you carry out a random act of kindness.  

NEW GROUPS   

Please check your email for a link of the new groups. 

Contact Rachel w/questions: rmoldstad@gmail.com 

MEETING FOR CDS PARENTS August 17 | 6:30pm 

Our annual informational meeting for Peace parents 

with students at Mt. Olive or Risen Savior schools. 

REENGAGE – SESSION 3 August 19 | 6:30pm 

Register at peacemankato.com/reengage. 

HEBREW LANGUAGE CLUB Starts August 22 

Prof. Harstad will be teaching basic Hebrew, 1-2pm 

on Sundays. Informal & relaxed.  aharstad@blc.edu 

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION & PICNIC August 24 | 6pm 

Final registration before new school year begins. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL KICKOFF September 12 

After 10:30 service will be a picnic w/ hotdogs, chips, 

drinks provided. Please bring a side or dessert to 

share. Questions email briandevos@yahoo.com. 

 

CONTACT US 
Pastor Tim Hartwig 

Pastor Matt Moldstad 

507-385-1386 

  

WEEKLY EVENTS 
SUNDAY – OUTDOOR SERVICES 
Divine Service  8:30am 

Divine Service  10:00am 

MONDAY 

Council Planning Mtg 5:30pm 

TUESDAY 

CDS Parent Meeting  6:30pm 

WEDNESDAY 

Divine Service 6:00pm 

THURSDAY 

RE-ENGAGE Night 6:30pm 

SATURDAY 

Peace Writers’ Group 10:00am 

ELS/WELS Singles Event TBD 

SUNDAY 

Divine Service W/ HC 8:30am 

Divine Service W/ HC 10:00am 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Preschool Back-to- 8/24 

School Night 

Wash Out Cancer 8/28 

 

ELS/WELS SINGLES: TOP GOLF 8/21 
Play golf and hang out for dinner after. 

$5/person for golfing. If interested in 

attending email rmoldstad@gmail.com. 

 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
Jesus Loves Me LC - call 507-345-7707 

MVL jobs – call 507-354-6851 for info 

Bethany College - www.blc.edu/jobs 

 

WASH OUT CANCER FOR GAVIN ON AUGUST 28TH  
Car wash from 9am to 1pm. Stop by Peace for a car wash and refreshments. To skip 

the line, please buy express lane tickets in the office, in advance, $20 minimum 

donation. Donated items needed: large car wash sponges, car wash soap, buckets (3 

or 5 gallon), towels for drying. Questions, email joni.moldstad@blc.edu.  

To volunteer to help – signup at peacemankato.com/carwash. 

mailto:mrz@mtolivelutheran.org

