
VISITOR INFORMATION 

Restrooms are located to the right as you leave the 

sanctuary and are equipped with child changing 

tables. 

Parent Room is located on the left as you exit the 

sanctuary doors. This room is equipped with a 

livestream of the service. 

For the hearing impaired, an induction loop is 

provided. Just switch your hearing aid to “T”. 

For other special needs or questions, our ushers are 

here to assist you. Don’t hesitate to ask. 

MEET US 

Our family is loved by Christ and we love each other. We hold firmly to God’s 

Word of truth, which convicts us of our sin and comforts us with God’s forgiveness 

in Christ. We embrace the rich heritage of hymns and liturgy that has guided the 

worship of the Church for generations. We are passionate about Christian 

education, wanting young and old to grow in their knowledge of God’s Word. As 

a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS), we enjoy fellowship with the 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). 

TODAY’S WORSHIP 

The Master’s great love for us causes us to be generous in how we use what He 

has given us. We don’t know when Jesus will return but we do know that He will. 

Let us be busy using what God has entrusted to us for the good of His kingdom. 

Please come again soon. 
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HYMN Dearest Jesus, Draw Thou Near Me │ ELH 13 

INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Lord God, heavenly Father, we humbly come before You today knowing that we have failed 
to speak lovingly, think purely, or act rightly. We have sinned against You and against 
others… 

…in wasting the precious time You give us. 
...in our slowness and hesitancy to spread Your Gospel. 

...in the faithful care of our relationships. 

...in our restless and relentless preoccupation with worldly wealth. 

...in caring for the bodies and minds You have given us. 

...in our refusal to make You our first priority. 

Hear our confession, for we have sinned and are in need of Your mercy and forgiveness. 
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 
You in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.  

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

DIVINE SERVICE 

WE COME BEFORE THE LORD 
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In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord! 

HYMN Almighty Father, Heaven and Earth │ ELH 447:1, 4 

PRAYER 
O merciful Creator, Your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living creature. 
Make us always thankful for Your loving care; and grant that we, remembering the richness 
of Your grace, may be faithful stewards of all Your good gifts; through Your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  
Amen. 

 

LESSON Plans for a collection │ 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 

1Now concerning the collection for the saints, do as I directed the churches in Galatia to do. 
2On the first day of every week, each of you is to set something aside in keeping with 
whatever he gains, saving it up at home, so that when I come, no collections will need to be 
carried out. 3When I arrive, those whom you approve will be provided with letters, and I will 
send these representatives to deliver your gracious gift to Jerusalem. 4If it is appropriate for 
me to go also, they will go with me. 

GOSPEL The Parable of the Talents │ Matthew 25:14-23 
14“You see, the kingdom of heaven is like a man going on a journey. He called his servants 
and entrusted his possessions to them. 15To one he gave five talents, to another two talents, 
and to still another one talent, each according to his own ability. Then he went on his 
journey. 16The servant who had received the five talents immediately put them to work and 
gained five more talents. 17In the same way, the servant who had received the two talents 
gained two more. 18But the servant who had received one talent went away, dug a hole in 
the ground, and hid his master’s money. 19“After a long time the master of those servants 
came and settled accounts with them. 20The servant who received the five talents came and 
brought five more talents. He said, ‘Master, you entrusted five talents to me. See, I have 
gained five more talents.’ 21“His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! 
You were faithful with a few things. I will put you in charge of many things. Enter into the 
joy of your master.’ 22“The servant who received the two talents came and said, ‘Master, 
you entrusted me with two talents. See, I have gained two more talents.’ 23“His master said 
to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You were faithful with a few things. I will put 
you in charge of many things. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 24“Then the servant who 
received one talent came and said, ‘Master, I knew that you are a hard man, reaping where 
you did not plant and gathering where you did not scatter seed. 25Since I was afraid, I went 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD  Evangelical Heritage Version © 2019 
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away and hid your talent in the ground. See, you have what is yours.’ 26“His master 
answered him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant! You knew that I reap where I did not plant and 
gather where I did not scatter seed? 27Well then, you should have deposited my money with 
the bankers so that when I came I would get my money back with interest. 28Take the talent 
away from him and give it to the servant who has the ten talents. 29Because everyone who 
has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. But the one who does not have, 
even what he has will be taken away from him. 30Throw that worthless servant into the 
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by Whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried; and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; and ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, Who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who 
spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge 
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the Resurrection of the dead and the 
Life of the world to come. Amen. 

HYMN Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly │ CW 484 
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SERMON What Really Matters Is Knowing the Master │ Matthew 25:14-23 

OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 

 

Visitors, please speak with one of our pastors before receiving the Sacrament with us. 
We welcome members of the ELS and WELS to join us at the Lord’s Table. 

EXHORTATION  

LORD’S PRAYER  

 

 

WE RECEIVE THE SACRAMENT  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD) 

 



8 | P a g e    S e a s o n  o f  P e n t e c o s t  

 

DISTRIBUTION  

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS All Depends on Our Possessing │ ELH 468 
 Jesus, Priceless Treasure │ ELH 263 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 Which of these diagrams do you think most accurately reflects the Bible’s teaching 
on money, possessions, and our use of them? 

  

 

  

II. GOD OWNS EVERYTHING 

Genesis 1:1 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 

John 1:3 
Through him everything was made, and without him not one thing was made 
that has been made. 

BIBLE STUDY: PROPORTIONATE GIVING 

97.5% belongs to me 

2.5% belongs to God 

90% belongs to me 

10% belongs to God 

nothing belongs to me 

100% belongs to God 

Proportionate giving begins by recognizing  

who really is the _____________. 
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Job 33:4 
The Spirit of God made me. The breath of the Almighty gave me life. 

Job 41:11 
The LORD said, “Who can confront me and demand that I repay him?  
Everything under the whole sky belongs to me.”   

Psalm 24:1 
The earth is the LORD’s and everything that fills it, the world and all who live 
in it. 

 

 

III. WE, BY NATURE, RESENT GOD’S OWNERSHIP 

Think of the way we talk about wealth and possessions. At every step we are forgetful 
of the fact that God owns everything. 

• There are two children who want the same toy. “Mine!”   

• There is the man talking about his salary. “Last year I made $52,000.” 

• There is the admiration for the “self-made millionaire.” 

We need to constantly guard our hearts and minds, remembering God created all 
things, and therefore owns all things. Anything we have—our life, our intellect, our 
time, our possessions—we have because he generously gave them to us. 

James 1:17 
Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father. 

Point / Counter-Point 

Below are things we tell ourselves.  In your own words, explain how God answers. 

Man says:  “I put in my time.” 

God says: “Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into this or that 
city, spend a year there, do business, and make a profit.” You do not know 
what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? Indeed, it is a mist that appears 
for a little while and then disappears” (James 4:13-14).  

God ___________ everything  

and therefore __________ everything 
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Man says:  “It’s my brain and talent that are responsible for my success.” 

God says: “I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with wisdom, understanding, and 
knowledge, and with skill in all kinds of crafts. He has the ability to create 
designs. He works with gold, silver, and bronze. He is able to cut and engrave 
precious stones and mount them. He can also carve wood. He works skillfully 
in all kinds of crafts” (Exodus 31:3-5). 

Man says:  “I’ve worked hard for what I’ve got!” 

God says: “You might say in your heart, “My ability and the power of my hand have 
earned this wealth for me.” But then you are to remember that the LORD your 
God is the one who gives you the ability to produce wealth, to confirm his 
covenant that he promised to your fathers with an oath, as he does to this 
day” (Deuteronomy 8:17-18). 

The Takeaway 

a) If I don’t recognize God’s complete ownership, I need to ______________ of my 
idolatry. 

b) If I do recognize God’s complete ownership, as his forgiven child I give to him 
_______________. 

c) If my life’s focus is on earthly possessions, every day I live is a day I come closer 
to losing __________________. 

d) If my life’s focus is on heaven, then every day I live is a day I come closer to 
__________________ everything. 

IV. QUESTIONS, QUESTIONS, QUESTIONS… 

So, our New Man wants to honor Christ through percentage giving. That New Man now 
wrestles with the following questions. 

“What percentage should I give?” Turn the table on legalism! 

• Abraham gladly gave ______%, a “tithe” (Genesis 14:20) 

• Old Testament law ____________ people to give multiple tithes (Numbers 18:21-
23; Deuteronomy 14:22-29) 

• Zacchaeus freely gave ______% (Luke 19:1-10) 

• The widow of Zarephath and the widow at the temple gave ______% (1 Kings 
17:7-16; Luke 21:1-4) 
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The point? Let the percentage of your gifts flow from the Spirit’s work in your heart.  

“Each one should give as he has determined in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
pressure, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7). 

“How much of God’s money do I need to live on?” Turn the table on greed! 

 Consider these two examples. There is a single mom with two children who made 
$30,000 last year. She gave $2,500 in offerings. There is a two-income family with 
two children who made $110,000 last year and gave $11,000. Who gave more? 

 The point? God is so generous, he often gives us so much income that we can not 
only meet our needs but also purchase some things we want, but don’t really need. 
However, if we better distinguish between wants and needs… if we focus on earthly 
needs and heavenly wants... it frees us up to be exceedingly generous with our 
offerings. 

“What will my investments be earning 50,000 years from now?” Turn the table on 
materialism! 

Matthew 6:21 
Jesus said, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

Martin Luther 
I have held many things in my hands and I have lost them all. But 
whatever I have placed in God’s hands, that I still possess. 

 You gave $10,000 to support our congregation. Your gift was used to fund efforts to 
reach the lost. It funded the teaching of God’s Word to young and old. A portion of it 
was sent to ELS to support world-wide mission efforts. How might you enjoy that 
investment 50,000 years from now? 

The point? Even Jesus had a treasurer. Ministry requires funding. An earthly investment 
can bring joy only in this life. But investing in gospel ministry can reap blessings that we 
will enjoy for all eternity. 

“Do I fully comprehend Jesus’ sacrifice for me?” Turn the table on self-centeredness! 

2 Corinthians 8:9 
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that although he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that through his poverty you 
might become rich. 
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 Part of “the American Dream” is upward mobility. Americans typically aspire to 
move up in their socioeconomic status. There is also the possibility of downward 
mobility. People who were rich can end up dirt poor. There is no greater example of 
downward mobility than Jesus. Describe a) how big a step down he took and b) why 
he was willing to take that step. 

The point? Giving generously will never be achieved by focusing only on the Scripture 
passages which talk about generous giving! The gospel—the good news of Christ’s 
sacrifice, resurrection and the glorious eternity that is waiting for us—is what the Spirit 
uses to empower joyful, generous giving. 

V. NEWS AND NOTES 

• This week you will be receiving your 10 for 10 commitment packet in the mail. 
Please read the letter, use the planning tools included, and prayerful consider what 
your response will be. 

• Two weeks from today is when commitment cards will be gathered. Important note: 
your commitment cards will not be opened. They will be placed near the altar for 
ten weeks and then returned to you unopened for your prayerful reflection. 

• Please do not place offerings in your 10 for 10 commitment envelopes. The only 
thing that goes in that envelope is your giving plan. 

• Additional devotional material has been/will be shared. Read. Ponder. Pray. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Lord of heaven and earth, You made all things beautiful. You have provided green forests 
and refreshing streams. You have arranged the orderly procession of day and night for our 
work and rest. 
Thank you for the mountains and the prairies, the roaring sea, and the gentle breeze. 

Thank you for roofs that shelter us, for clothing that protects us, and for food and drink. 
Thank you for our work and the income it provides. 
Thank you for our cities and our countrysides, for farms and factories, for streets and 
highways, and for all of life that flows so swiftly before us. 

We know that it is from Your hand that we have received all we have and are and will be. 
We understand that You call us to be the stewards of Your abundance, the caretakers of all 
You have entrusted to us.  

WE GIVE THANKS 
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Help us always to use Your gifts wisely and teach us to share them generously. May our 
faithful stewardship bear witness to the love of Christ in our lives.  

 Special prayers and petitions may be offered here. 

Help us, Lord, to be wise and fruitful stewards of the opportunities that You give us to use 
our gifts. 
Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
Amen. 

HYMN Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow │ ELH 592 
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Organist Crystal Foslien 
Ushers Nate Risto & Ian Risto & Owen Risto 
Refreshments  Peace Group 3 
 
Copyright Information – Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly  Text:  Henry Bateman, 1802-72, alt. 

Tune:  Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, Harrisburg, 1813, alt. 
From Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal, NPH © 1993    Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-721927. 

WE THANK THOSE WHO SERVE 
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CONTACT US 
Office: 507-385-1386   Pastors: 

Tim Hartwig & Matt Moldstad 

karen@peacemankato.com 

  

WEEKLY EVENTS 
SUNDAY 
Divine Service  8:15am 

Bible Story Time  9:15am 

Sunday School  9:25am 

Bible Class  9:30am 

Divine Service 10:30am 

Youth–Theatre Physics 12:30pm 

Hebrew Club 1:00pm 

TUESDAY 

Solid Grounds 9:00am 

WEDNESDAY 

Adult Choir Rehearsal 6:00pm 

THURSDAY 

M.O.M.s Bible Study 8:30am 

FRIDAY 

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 

SATURDAY 

Fall Wreath Making 5:00pm 

SUNDAY 
Missions Fundraiser 

NEWS & NOTES 
For more detailed information concerning our news & 

notes, visit peacemankato.com/news 

BIBLE STORY TIME Sundays | 9:15am 

For our youngest children (and all!). In the 4-6th grade 

classroom right after 1st service.  

SUPPORT FOR DAVE KLOCKZIEM FAMILY 

Gas cards – drop off in church office. 

Provide meals – peacemankato.com/meals. 

CHARGER CHALLENGE @ SPRING LAKE PARK October 1 

All are invited to participate with students, teachers, 

and school families. Walk begins at 9:45 and the 

picnic is at 11:45 with Grand Reveal of amount raised. 

SECRET SISTER    

To participate please fill out a form, located in the 

narthex, by Friday, Oct. 8th. Any questions please 

contact Rachel: rmoldstad@gmail.com. 

4TH ANNUAL TRUNK OR TREAT   October 30 | 4:00pm 

Free and open to the public! Decorated trunks, pick a 

pumpkin, fun forest, hayrides, photo op, cake walk, 

free raffle, and corn pit. Concessions available inside 

for purchase. Sign up your trunk in the narthex or at 

peacemankato.com/trunks. 

 

ELS MISSIONS FUNDRAISERS 

FALL WREATH MAKING  Oct 2 | 5-8pm Each person will make 2 wreaths – one to donate 

to fundraiser and one to take home. Supplies/food provided. Sponsored by Thrivent. 

BAKE SALE  Sunday, Oct 3, after services  Please bring something to sell and/or buy 

something. ELS Missions thanks you! Questions, please contact – Karen at 507-514-0639. 

 

MOUNT OLIVE SCHOOL APPAREL 
Order forms can be found in the Narthex. 

Orders need to be turned in, with 

payment, to Mt. Olive office by 8am on 

Tuesday, 9/28. 

ELS/WELS SINGLES – MEET UP 
At Montgomery Orchard, 11am on 10/9. 

Corn maze, walking trails, apple picking, 

etc. Stay as long as you like. Going? Let 

Rachel know - rmoldstad@gmail.com 

JESUS’ LAMBS AT PEACE PRE-K 
2-, 3- or 5-day sessions                   Ages 3-5 

Director: Joslyn Moldstad      507-385-7752 

peacemankato.com/preschool 

 


