
MEET US 

Our family is loved by Christ and we love each other. We hold firmly to God’s 

Word of truth, which convicts us of our sin and comforts us with God’s forgiveness 

in Christ. We embrace the rich heritage of hymns and liturgy that has guided the 

worship of the Church for generations. We are passionate about Christian 

education, wanting young and old to grow in their knowledge of God’s Word. As 

a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS), we enjoy fellowship with the 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).   

TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Joseph found himself in the middle of an unwelcome nightmare: his bride-to-be 

was pregnant, and he was not the father. As a righteous man, he could not go 

forward with the marriage; as a merciful man, he could not expose Mary to 

public disgrace. During the night, an angel informs Joseph that this child is from 

the LORD. Joseph is invited to trust the Word of the LORD and take Mary as his 

wife. God invites us to do the same, Trust the Word of the LORD. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

PEACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  –  DECEMBER 5, 2021  -  8:15AM 

WELCOME 

VISITOR INFORMATION 

Restrooms are located to the right as you leave the 

sanctuary and are equipped with child changing 

tables. 

Parent Room is located on the left as you exit the 

sanctuary doors. This room is equipped with a 

livestream of the service. 

For the hearing impaired, an induction loop is 

provided. Just switch your hearing aid to “T”. 

For other special needs or questions, our ushers are 

here to assist you. Don’t hesitate to ask. 
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HYMN The Radiant Sun Shines in the Skies │ ELH 78 

INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 
Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

 

 

DIVINE SERVICE 

WE COME BEFORE THE LORD 

R I TE 2 

PAGE  60 
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I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord; 

 

Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins. 
O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings 
and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being. 

I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that you 
have sinned, and do you repent of your sins? 
I do. 

Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire 
forgiveness in His name? 
I do. 

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the 
word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of our 
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. May He comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, and strengthen you by 
His Sacraments, that your joy may be full. Peace be with you! 
Amen. 

INTROIT 
Rain down, you heavens from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness. Let the 
earth open, and bring forth salvation. The heavens declare the glory of God, And the 
firmament shows His handiwork. 
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GLORIA PATRI 

 

 

 

KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY) 
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SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 

 

PRAYER 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins and make us ready 
for the celebration of Your birth, that we may receive You in joy and serve You always; for 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING1 Immanuel is the answer to Judah’s hardness │ Isaiah 7:10-14 

10The LORD spoke to Ahaz again. He said, 11“Ask for a sign from the LORD your God. Ask for it 
either in the depths below or in the heights above.” 12But Ahaz responded, “I will not ask. I 
will not test the LORD.” 13So Isaiah said: Listen now, you house of David. Is it not enough for 
you to test the patience of men? Will you test the patience of my God as well? 14Therefore 
the Lord himself will give a sign for all of you. Look! The virgin will conceive and give birth to 
a son and name him Immanuel. 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son. And they will name him 
Immanuel. Alleluia. Matthew 1:23 

ALLELUIA 

 

EPISTLE READING Greetings to the Church in Rome │ Romans 1:1-7 

1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
2which he promised in advance through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures. 3This gospel is 
about his Son—who in the flesh was born a descendant of David, 4who in the spirit of 
holiness was declared to be God’s powerful Son by his resurrection from the dead—Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 5Through him we received grace and the call to be an apostle on behalf of 
his name, to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles, 6including you, who 
were called by Jesus Christ. 7To all those loved by God who are in Rome, called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 
1 In order to coincide with the children’s Sunday School Christmas Program, the readings for this morning 
are from ILCW Advent 4, Year A. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD  Evangelical Heritage Version © 2019 
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GOSPEL READING The birth of Jesus Christ │ Matthew 1:18-25 

 

 
18This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. His mother, Mary, was pledged in marriage 
to Joseph. Before they came together, she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. 
19Joseph, her husband, was a righteous man and did not want to disgrace her. So he decided 
to divorce her privately. 20But as he was considering these things, an angel of the Lord 
suddenly appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary home as your wife, because the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins.” 22All this happened to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet: 23“Look, the virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son. And 
they will name him Immanuel,” which means, “God with us.” 24When Joseph woke up from 
his sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him. He took Mary home as his 
wife, 25but he was not intimate with her until she gave birth to her firstborn son. And he 
named him Jesus. 

This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From there He shall come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the 
Forgiveness of sins, the Resurrection of the body, and the Life everlasting. Amen. 

HYMN Comfort, Comfort Ye My People │ ELH 102 

SERMON Trust the Word of the LORD │ Matthew 1:18-25 

 

OFFERTORY VERSE  

 

 

WE GIVE THANKS 
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OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 
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HYMN Hark, a Thrilling Voice Is Sounding! │ ELH 96 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Everlasting and merciful God, we beseech You in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
To have mercy upon us and to hear our prayer. 

Look in mercy upon Your Church. Protect it and sanctify it by Your truth. May Your Word be 
taught in its purity and Your Sacraments be rightly administered. Grant unto Your Church 
faithful pastors who shall declare Your truth with power and shall live according to Your will. 
Send forth laborers into Your harvest and open the door of faith unto all unbelievers and 
unto the people of Israel. In mercy remember the enemies of Your Church and grant to 
them repentance unto life. 
O God, in the multitude of Your mercy, hear us in the truth of Your salvation. 

Let Your protecting hand be over our country and over all who travel. Prosper what is good 
among us and bring to naught every evil counsel and purpose. Protect and bless Your 
servants, the President of the United States, the Governor of this state, our judges and 
magistrates and all in authority. Fit them for their high calling by the gift of Your Spirit of 
wisdom and fear, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
reverence. 
Hear, O Lord, and have mercy! Lord be our helper. 

According to Your promise, O God, be the defender of the widow and the father of the 
orphan. Relieve and comfort the sick and the sorrowful (especially our brother/sister 
________ who is ill/grieving). Graciously help those who are assaulted by the devil and who 
are in peril of death. Be the strength of those who are suffering for the sake of Christ’s holy 
name. Grant that we may live together in peace and prosperity. Bestow upon us good and 
seasonable weather; and bless us with upright Christian counsel in all that we undertake. 
O Lord, be with all in trouble. Hear their prayers to the honor of Your Name. 

We especially commend to Your care and keeping this Your congregation which You have 
bought with a great price. Keep from us all offenses and bind us together in the unity of 
Your holy love. Grant that the little ones who are baptized in Your name may be brought up 
in Your fear. At Your table give to those who there commune with You peace and life 
everlasting. 
Let all rejoice who trust in You; let them shout for joy because You defend them. 

Be merciful, O God, to all, according to Your great love in Christ Jesus, our Lord. When our 
final hour shall come, grant us a blessed departure from this world, and on the last day, a 
resurrection to Your glory. 
Amen. Grant us Your peace, O Lord! 
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LORD’S PRAYER  
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PRAYER 
Let us give thanks and pray: We thank You, Lord God the Father, that You have given Your 
only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  
We thank You, Lord Jesus Christ, that You have borne in Your sacred body all our sins, and 
by Your blood have blotted out all our transgressions.  We thank You, Lord, the Holy Spirit, 
that You have created in our hearts true faith, that we know of nothing to trust for our 
salvation, except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.  O God, grant us Your grace, that we may 
perfectly believe that all our sins are forgiven for the sake of the passion and death of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and so enlighten us by Your Holy Spirit, that, in the power of our 
Redeemer’s death, we may day by day put off sin, and never forsake the Lord Jesus Christ, 
until we see Him face to face in life eternal.  We ask it all in Christ’s name. 

 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

HYMN The King Shall Come│ ELH 101 
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Organist Crystal Foslien 
Ushers Rob Paulsen & Tim Paulsen 
Refreshments   Peace Group 6 

WE THANK THOSE WHO SERVE 
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THANK 

YOU! 
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CONTACT US 
Office: 507-385-1386   Pastors: 

Tim Hartwig & Matt Moldstad 

karen@peacemankato.com 

  

WEEKLY EVENTS 
SUNDAY 
Divine Service  8:15am 

Bible Story Time  9:15am 

Sunday School  9:25am 

Bible Class  9:30am 

SS Christmas Program 10:30am 

TUESDAY 

Solid Grounds 9:00am 

Bd. of Education 6:00pm 

Spiritual Leadership 7:00pm 

WEDNESDAY 

Advent Supper 5:00pm 

Advent Service 6:00pm 

Adult Choir Rehearsal 7:00pm 

THURSDAY 

M.O.M.s Bible Study 8:30am 

FRIDAY 

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 

SATURDAY 

Women’s Holiday Party

 1:30pm 

 

NEWS & NOTES 
For more detailed information concerning our news & 

notes, visit peacemankato.com/news 

7-12TH GRADE YOUTH EVENT w/MT. OLIVE Dec 5 | 3pm 

HOLIDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE   

Sunday School Christmas Program Dec 5 | 10:30am 

Preschool Christmas Program Dec 17 | 6:30pm 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 4:00 & 6:00pm 

Christmas Day Divine Service 9:00am 

New Year’s Eve Divine Service w/ HC 6:00pm 

WOMEN’S HOLIDAY PARTY Dec 11 | 1:30pm  

Bring an appetizer to share and we’ll provide the fun! 

Tacky sweater contest, but participation is completely 

optional. Guests are welcome, invite a friend or two! 

Questions? Ask Kristie Mize at klharding34@gmail.com 

MVL WREATHS   

If you ordered a wreath, please pick it up outside the 

sanctuary doors.  

PRESCHOOL FUNDRAISER   

If you ordered Pastry Puffins please pick them up on 

Tuesday, 12/7, between 11am-1pm.  

 

 

YOUTH SKIING/SNOWBOARDING TRIP 
7-12th grade youth are invited to come for an evening of skiing/snowboarding at Mount 

Kato on Tuesday, Dec. 21st, at 4pm. Parents and siblings are welcome to join us. The 

cost is $10 for a lift ticket, $10 for rentals, and $4 for helmets. Please indicate when 

signing up how many of each you will need for your family. Please bring cash or a 

check (written out to Peace Lutheran Church). Sign up at peacemankato.com/skiing 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
Risen Savior Lutheran School, Minnesota 

Valley Lutheran High School, Jesus Loves 

Me Learning Center, Bethany Lutheran 

College – peacemankato.com/news 

CHRISTMAS AT BETHANY CONCERT 
Proclaiming the Good News of Christ’s birth 

Final concert today, Dec. 5th, at 3pm. 

Concerts are free, but a reservation is 

preferred. Reserve at blc.ticketleap.com 

 

JESUS’ LAMBS AT PEACE PRE-K 
2-, 3- or 5-day sessions                   Ages 3-5 

Director: Joslyn Moldstad      507-385-7752 

peacemankato.com/preschool 

 


