
VISITOR INFORMATION 

Restrooms are located to the right as you leave the 

sanctuary and are equipped with child changing 

tables. 

Parent Room is located on the left as you exit the 

sanctuary doors. This room is equipped with a 

livestream of the service. 

For the hearing impaired, an induction loop is 

provided. Just switch your hearing aid to “T”. 

For other special needs or questions, our ushers are 

here to assist you. Don’t hesitate to ask. 

MEET US 

Our family is loved by Christ and we love each other. We hold firmly to God’s 

Word of truth, which convicts us of our sin and comforts us with God’s forgiveness 

in Christ. We embrace the rich heritage of hymns and liturgy that has guided the 

worship of the Church for generations. We are passionate about Christian 

education, wanting young and old to grow in their knowledge of God’s Word. As 

a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS), we enjoy fellowship with the 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).   

TODAY’S WORSHIP 

Luke points us to the messenger and message sent by God to prepare the way 

for Jesus. The messenger was John the Baptist.  The message was “Prepare the 

way of the Lord! Make his paths straight”, as foretold by the Prophet Isaiah. John 

prepared people for Jesus by preaching and baptizing “for the forgiveness of 

sins.” 
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ENSEMBLE Comfort, Comfort, O My People │ Alonso 

Comfort, comfort, O my people, speak of peace, now says our God. 
Comfort those who sit in darkness mourning under sorrow’s load. 
Speak unto Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them, 
Tell of all the sins I cover, and that warfare now is over. 

Hark, the voice of one who’s crying in the desert far and near. 
Bidding all to full repentance since the kingdom now is near. 
Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way. 
Let the valleys rise to meet Him and the hills bow down to greet Him. 

Oh, make straight what long was crooked, make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble as befits His holy reign. 
For the glory of the Lord now o’er earth is shed abroad, 
And all flesh shall see the token that His word is never broken. 

Tröstet, tröstet meine Lieben: Genevan Psalter 1551. This setting arr. Tony Alonso  
©2017 GIA Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense #A-721927 

INVOCATION 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

DIVINE SERVICE 

WE COME BEFORE THE LORD 

R I TE 2  COMMUNION  

PAGE  60 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 
Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our 
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

 

I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord; 

 

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by 
nature sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. 
Therefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the 
sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
O most merciful God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to die for us; have mercy 
upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase 
in us true knowledge of You, and of Your will, and true obedience to Your Word, to the 
end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only-begotten 
Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe on His name He 
gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He who 
believes and is baptized shall be saved. 
Grant this unto us, O Lord.  Amen. 
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KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY) 

 

 

SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 
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PRAYER 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for Your only Son. By His coming, give us 
strength in our conflicts, and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING1 An oracle from the LORD about the Messiah │ Malachi 3:1-7b 
1Look! I am sending my messenger! He will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the 
Lord, whom you are seeking, will come to his temple! The Messenger of the Covenant, in 
whom you delight, will surely come, says the LORD of Armies. 2But who can endure the day 
when he comes? Who will remain standing when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s 
fire, like launderers bleach! 3He will be seated like a refiner and a purifier of silver. He will 
purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and like silver. They will belong to the LORD 

and bring him an offering in righteousness. 4Judah and Jerusalem’s offerings will be pleasing 
to the LORD as they were in the days of old, in years long ago. 5I will approach you to judge 
you. I will be quick to give testimony against those who practice occult arts, those who 
commit adultery, those who swear false oaths, those who cheat workers out of their wages, 
those who wrong a widow and a fatherless child, those who turn away a resident alien—all 
those who do not fear me, says the LORD of Armies. 6Certainly I, the LORD, do not change. 
That is why you, sons of Jacob, have not come to an end. 7Since the days of your fathers, 
you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will 
return to you, says the LORD of Armies. 

 

 

 
1 The readings for today are from ILCW Advent 2, Year C. 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD  Evangelical Heritage Version © 2019 
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VERSE OF THE DAY 
Alleluia. Just as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: A voice of one 
calling in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord! Make his paths straight.  And 
everyone will see the salvation of God.” Alleluia. Luke 3:4, 6 

ALLELUIA 

 

EPISTLE READING Paul’s prayer for the Philippians │ Philippians 1:3-11 

3I thank my God every time I remember you. 4Every time I pray for all of you, I always pray 
with joy, 5because of your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am 
convinced of this very thing: that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 7I am equally convinced that it is right for me to 
think this way about all of you, because I have you in my heart, for both in my chains and in 
my defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all share in this grace with me. 8Yes, God is 
my witness of how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9And I pray that 
your love may still increase more and more in knowledge and every insight. 10This will result 
in your approval of the things that really matter, so that you will be pure and blameless for 
the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to 
the glory and praise of God. 

GOSPEL READING John the Baptist prepares the way │ Luke 3:1-6 
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1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—while Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip was tetrarch of the region of Ituraea 
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene—2during the high priesthood of Annas 
and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John, the son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. 3He 
went into the whole region around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 4Just as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: A 
voice of one calling in the wilderness, “Prepare the way of the Lord! Make his paths straight. 
5Every valley will be filled, and every mountain and hill will be made low. The crooked will 
become straight, and the rough ways smooth. 6And everyone will see the salvation of God.” 

 

NICENE CREED 
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all things 
visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before 
all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of 
one substance with the Father, by Whom all things were made; who for us men and for our 
salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried; and the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures; and ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead; Whose kingdom shall have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, Who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, Who 
spoke by the Prophets. And I believe one holy Christian and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge 
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the Resurrection of the dead and the 
Life of the world to come. Amen. 

HYMN On Jordan’s Bank the Herald’s Cry │ ELH 106 

SERMON God’s Messenger and Message Prepare People for Jesus │ Luke 3:1-6 
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OFFERTORY VERSE  

 

 

 

 

WE GIVE THANKS 
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 

 

Visitors, please speak with one of our pastors before receiving the Sacrament with us. 
We welcome members of the ELS and WELS to join us at the Lord’s Table. 

PREFACE 
The Lord be with you. 

 

WE RECEIVE THE SACRAMENT  
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Lift up your hearts. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 

PROPER PREFACE  
It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose way 
John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the Messiah, the very Lamb of God, and calling 
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 
comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS (HOLY, HOLY, HOLY) 
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EXHORTATION 

LORD’S PRAYER (UNISON) 
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

THE AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD) 
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DISTRIBUTION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending │ ELH 98 
 O How Shall I Receive Thee │ ELH 94:1-7 

NUNC DIMITTIS 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good. 

 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through these salutary 
gifts, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through them in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. 

 

SALUTATION 
The Lord be with you. 

 

 

 

 

 



T h i r d  S u n d a y  i n  A d v e n t  P a g e | 17 

BENEDICAMUS 
Let us bless the Lord. 

 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

HYMN O How Shall I Receive Thee │ ELH 94:8-10 
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Ensemble Laura Harstad & Eric Harstad │ Vocalists 
 Katie Hartwig | Accompanist 

Organist Katie Hartwig 
Communion Assistants Paul Fries & Peter Londgren 
 Rob Pipal & Greg Vandermause 
Ushers Rick Brennhofer & Brian DeVos 
 Devin Krienke & Josh McCabe 
Refreshments  Peace Group 6 

WE THANK THOSE WHO SERVE 
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CONTACT US 
Office: 507-385-1386   Pastors: 

Tim Hartwig & Matt Moldstad 

karen@peacemankato.com 

  

WEEKLY EVENTS 
SUNDAY 
Divine Service w/ HC 8:15am 

Bible Story Time  9:15am 

Sunday School  9:25am 

Bible Class  9:30am 

Divine Service w/ HC 10:30am 

TUESDAY 

Solid Grounds 9:00am 

Stewardship Meeting 5:00pm 

Council Meeting 6:30pm 

WEDNESDAY 

Advent Supper 5:00pm 

Advent Service 6:00pm 

Adult Choir Rehearsal 7:00pm 

FRIDAY 

Men’s Bible Study 6:30am 

PreK Christmas Prog. 6:30pm 

SATURDAY 

Peace Writers’ Group 10:00am 

 

NEWS & NOTES 
For more detailed information concerning our news & 

notes, visit peacemankato.com/news 

CHRISTMAS LETTERS FROM THE PASTORS   

Please pick up your Christmas letters on the table by 

the sanctuary doors. If you can’t find your letter, 

please take one of the unaddressed letters next to 

the box and let the office know your address. 

ADVENT MEAL AND SERVICE   

Our last Advent supper and service will be on 

Wednesday, Dec. 15th. Supper is at 5:00pm and the 

service is at 6:00pm. Group 3 is providing the meal. 

Theme: The Deliverer is in the Details – Son of Mary. 

PRESCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM Dec 17 | 6:30pm  

Preschool Christmas Program will be this Friday 

evening. The congregation is invited to attend. 

HOLIDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE   

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 4:00 & 6:00pm 

Christmas Day Divine Service 9:00am 

New Year’s Eve Divine Service w/ HC 6:00pm 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND ADULT BIBLE CLASS   

There will not be classes on December 26th and 

January 2nd. Classes will resume on January 9th. 

YOUTH SKIING/SNOWBOARDING TRIP 
7-12th grade youth are invited to come for an evening of skiing/snowboarding at Mount 

Kato on Tuesday, Dec. 21st, at 4pm. Parents and siblings are welcome to join us. The 

cost is $10 for a lift ticket, $10 for rentals, and $4 for helmets. Please indicate when 

signing up how many of each you will need for your family. Please bring cash or a 

check (written out to Peace Lutheran Church). Sign up at peacemankato.com/skiing 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
Risen Savior Lutheran School, Minnesota 

Valley Lutheran High School, Jesus Loves 

Me Learning Center, Bethany Lutheran 

College – peacemankato.com/news 

MVL CHRISTMAS CONCERT – 12/22 
Our concert, “Oh That We Were There,” will 

feature the Symphonic Band, Freshman 

Choir, A Capella Choir and Chargaliers. 

The band will begin playing at 6:45pm. 

JESUS’ LAMBS AT PEACE PRE-K 
2-, 3- or 5-day sessions                   Ages 3-5 

Director: Joslyn Moldstad      507-385-7752 

peacemankato.com/preschool 

 


