WELCOME
PEACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH – DECEMBER 19, 2021

MEET US
Our family is loved by Christ and we love each other. We hold firmly to God’s
Word of truth, which convicts us of our sin and comforts us with God’s forgiveness
in Christ. We embrace the rich heritage of hymns and liturgy that has guided the
worship of the Church for generations. We are passionate about Christian
education, wanting young and old to grow in their knowledge of God’s Word. As
a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS), we enjoy fellowship with the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).

TODAY’S WORSHIP
John minced no words as he called people to repentance and instructed them
to produce fruit. Yet with his call to repentance comes good news: the
winnowing fork in Messiah’s hand does more than expose the chaff in the winds
of judgment, it gathers the wheat into his barn.

VISITOR INFORMATION
Restrooms are located to the right as you leave the
sanctuary and are equipped with child changing
tables.
Parent Room is located on the left as you exit the
sanctuary doors. This room is equipped with a
livestream of the service.
For the hearing impaired, an induction loop is
provided. Just switch your hearing aid to “T”.
For other special needs or questions, our ushers are
here to assist you. Don’t hesitate to ask.
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DIVINE SERVICE

MATINS
P A G E 109

WE COME BEFORE THE LORD
CONFESSION OF SIN
Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of God our heavenly Father, to
render thanks for the great benefits that we have received at His hand, to set forth His most
worthy praise, to hear His holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others,
those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let us worship Him! Let us
kneel and bow down before Him. Let us confess our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain
forgiveness by His infinite grace and mercy.
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like lost sheep. We
have followed the devices and desires of our hearts. We have offended against Your holy
law. We have done those things which we should not have done, and we have not done
those things which we should have done. Have mercy on us, O Lord! Spare us and restore
us, according to the promises You have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. For His
sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of Your holy
name.
The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins, grace
for true repentance and amendment of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
HYMN

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates │ ELH 91

VERSICLES
O Lord, open my lips.

Fourth Sunday in Advent

Page|3

Make haste, O God, to deliver me.

INVITATORY
O come, let us worship the Lord.
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VENITE EXULTEMUS

Fourth Sunday in Advent
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
OLD TESTAMENT READING1

Evangelical Heritage Version © 2019

The final proclamation of the Lord │ Zephaniah 3:14-17

14

Sing out, daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, you
daughter of Jerusalem. 15The LORD has removed the judgment against you. He has turned
back your enemy. Israel’s king, the LORD, is in your midst! You no longer need to fear
disaster. 16In that day Jerusalem will be told, “Do not be afraid, O Zion. Do not give up. 17The
LORD your God is with you as a hero who will save you. He takes great delight in you. He will
quiet you with his love. He will rejoice over you with singing.”
EPISTLE READING

Rejoice in the Lord. │ Philippians 4:4–7

4

Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.
CHOIR

The Peace of God │ Haas

Let your gentleness be known, so all may know the Lord is near.
Do not worry, do not worry; reach out to God in prayer.
Stay with all that you have learned, and all that you have heard and seen,
And the peace of God, the peace of God will be with you.
Whatever is true, whatever is just, all that is pure and pleasing,
and all that is worthy of praise, think on these things.
Let your gentleness be known…
And the peace of God, the peace of God beyond all understanding
Will guard your hearts and guide your minds in Christ Jesus.
Let your gentleness be known…
Based on Philippians 4:5-9. Words and music by David Haas
©2002 GIA Publications. Used by permission: A-721927

GOSPEL READING

John the Baptist Prepares the Way │ Luke 3:7–18

7

So John kept saying to the crowds who came out to be baptized by him, “You offspring of
vipers, who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore produce fruits in
keeping with repentance! Do not even think of saying to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as
1

The readings for today are from ILCW Advent 3, Year C.
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our father,’ because I tell you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham from these
stones. 9 Even now the ax is ready to strike the root of the trees. So every tree that does not
produce good fruit is going to be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 10 The crowds began to
ask him, “What should we do then?” 11 He answered them, “Whoever has two shirts should
share with the person who has none, and whoever has food should do the same.” 12 Tax
collectors also came to be baptized. They said, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13 To them
he said, “Collect no more than what you were authorized to.” 14 Soldiers were also asking
him, “And what should we do?” He told them, “Do not extort money from anyone by force
or false accusation. Be satisfied with your wages.” 15 The people were waiting expectantly
and were all wondering in their hearts if John might be the Christ. 16 John answered them
all, “I baptize you with water. But someone mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to
untie the strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His
winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he will thoroughly clean out his threshing floor. He will
gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18
Then with many other words, he appealed to them and was preaching good news to the
people.
RESPONSORY
O Lord, have mercy upon us.

HYMN
SERMON

When All the World Was Cursed │ ELH 107
Produce Fruit in Keeping with Repentance │ Luke 3:1-18

WE GIVE THANKS
OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTER

Fourth Sunday in Advent
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TE DEUM LAUDAMUS
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Fourth Sunday in Advent
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH — ADVENT
Eternal Father, throughout the centuries You repeated and affirmed Your promise to send
the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through Your prophets of old, You
continually directed the eyes of Your people to the advent of their Savior.
10 | P a g e
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We praise You, O Lord, for keeping Your promise and sending Your Son to destroy the
works of the devil.
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use Your mighty Word to shatter our pride
and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy.
Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”
You sent Your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and strength. Use it
to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the despairing. In these days
before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism.
Fill our lives with the message of Your peace and the music of Your grace.
Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see Your Son
coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords.
Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in Your grace, in Your power, and in Your glory.
Come, Lord Jesus! Amen.
KYRIE

Fourth Sunday in Advent
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LORD’S PRAYER
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PRAYER

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You, that of Your boundless grace, for the sake of
Your Son, You have given us the Holy Gospel, and have instituted the holy Sacraments,
that through them we may have comfort and forgiveness of sin; we beseech You, grant
us Your Holy Spirit, that we may believe Your Word; and through the holy Sacraments
day by day establish our faith, until we at last obtain salvation, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever.

BENEDICAMUS
Let us bless the Lord.

BENEDICTION
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

Fourth Sunday in Advent
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HYMN
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The Advent of Our King │ ELH 99
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WE THANK THOSE WHO SERVE
Accompanist
Organist
Ushers
Refreshments

Fourth Sunday in Advent

Lexi Fosburgh
Katie Hartwig
Nate, Ian, & Owen Risto
Rob Pip & Scott Pithan
Peace Group 6
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WEEKLY EVENTS

NEWS & NOTES

SUNDAY
Divine Service
Bible Story Time
Sunday School
Bible Class
Divine Service

8:15am
9:15am
9:25am
9:30am
10:30am

For more detailed information concerning our news &
notes, visit peacemankato.com/news

TUESDAY
Solid Grounds
10 for 10 Mailing
Youth Ski Event

9:00am
10:00am
4:00pm

FRIDAY
Christmas Eve Service 4:00pm
6:00pm
SATURDAY
Christmas Day Service 9:00am
SUNDAY
Divine Service
Divine Service

8:15am
10:30am

CHRISTMAS LETTERS FROM THE PASTORS
Please pick up your Christmas letters on the table by
the sanctuary doors. If you can’t find your letter,
please take one of the unaddressed letters next to
the box and let the office know your address.
HOLIDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
4:00 & 6:00pm
Christmas Day Divine Service
9:00am
New Year’s Eve Divine Service w/ HC
6:00pm
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND ADULT BIBLE CLASS
There will not be classes on December 26 th and
January 2nd. Classes will resume on January 9th.
YOUTH SKI TRIP AT MOUNT KATO
DEC 21 | 4PM
7-12th grade youth are invited to come ski/snowboard
on Tue, Dec. 21st. Sign-up: peacemankato.com/skiing
ELS YOUTH RETREAT
JAN 28-29
Our 7-12th grade youth are invited to a youth retreat
at Heritage Lutheran in Apple Valley, which includes
a trip to Nickelodeon Universe. For more details and
to sign-up go to: peacemankato.com/retreat.

10 for 10 Complete!
Last week was the last of the 10 for 10 Program. As of Friday, our average weekly
offerings were $17,703 for the 10 weeks. That is a 53% increase over our average giving
last fiscal year. God has blessed your study of His Word and you have responded to the
guidance that He gives about giving generously back to Him. The final mailing will be
sent out on Tuesday. Help is needed for stuffing the envelopes at 10am on Tuesday.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

MVL CHRISTMAS CONCERT – 12/22

Risen Savior Lutheran School, Minnesota
Valley Lutheran High School, Jesus Loves
Me Learning Center, Bethany Lutheran
College – peacemankato.com/news

Our concert, “Oh That We Were There,” will
feature the Symphonic Band, Freshman
Choir, A Capella Choir and Chargaliers.
The band will begin playing at 6:45pm.

JESUS’ LAMBS AT PEACE PRE-K

CONTACT US

2-, 3- or 5-day sessions
Ages 3-5
Director: Joslyn Moldstad
507-385-7752
peacemankato.com/preschool
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Office: 507-385-1386 Pastors:
Tim Hartwig & Matt Moldstad
karen@peacemankato.com
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