
VISITOR INFORMATION 

Restrooms are located to the right as you leave the 

sanctuary and are equipped with child changing tables. 

Parent Room is located on the left as you exit the 

sanctuary doors. This room is equipped with a livestream 

of the service. 

For the hearing impaired, an induction loop is provided. 

Just switch your hearing aid to “T”. 

For other special needs or questions, our ushers are here 

to assist you. Don’t hesitate to ask. 

MEET US 

Our family is loved by Christ and we love each other. We hold firmly to God’s 

Word of truth, which convicts us of our sin and comforts us with God’s forgiveness 

in Christ. We embrace the rich heritage of hymns and liturgy that has guided the 

worship of the Church for generations. We are passionate about Christian 

education, wanting young and old to grow in their knowledge of God’s Word. As 

a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS), we enjoy fellowship with the 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).   

TODAY’S WORSHIP 

As we come to the close of another year we are reminded of the fleeting nature 

of life and this world. Knowing that our time is short, how important to take to 

heart God’s words of encouragement in our lesson for this evening. He beckons 

us, “Remember Your Creator in Your Youth”. 
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HYMN Sun of My Soul, Thou Savior Dear │ ELH 577 

INVOCATION AND VERSICLES 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
Make haste to help me, O Lord. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit. 
A broken and a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.   

GLORIA PATRI 

 

 

 

 

 

DIVINE SERVICE 

WE COME BEFORE THE LORD 

AD A P TA T I ON  O F  

TH E  SER V IC E  O F  

CO R P O R A T E  

CO N F E S S I O N  A N D 

AB S O L U T I ON  

PA G E  130 
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CONFESSION OF SIN 
Let us confess our sins.  
O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and 
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings 
and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being.  

INDIVIDUAL ABSOLUTION (THE COMMUNICANTS COME FORWARD TO THE ALTAR) 

GENERAL ABSOLUTION 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only-begotten 
Son to die for us, and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To all who believe on His name He 
gives power to become the children of God, and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He who 
believes and is baptized shall be saved 

PSALM O God Our Help in Ages Past1 │ ELH 160 
Verse 1 – All 
Verse 2 – Men 
Verse 3 – Women 
Verses 4-5 – All 
Verse 6 – Men 
Verse 7 – Women 
Verse 8 – All 
 
 
 

 
1 Paraphrase of Psalm 90 
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EPISTLE READING A call to holy living │ 1 Peter 1:22-25 

22Since you have purified your souls by obeying the truth, resulting in sincere brotherly love, 
love one another constantly from a pure heart. 23For you have been born again, not from 
perishable seed but from imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. 24For: 
All flesh is like grass, and all its glory is like a flower of the field. The grass withers, and the 
flower falls, 25but the word of the Lord endures forever. And this is the word that was 
preached to you. 

GOSPEL READING Parable of the Fig Tree │ Luke 13:6-9 

6He told them this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard. He came looking 
for fruit on it, but he did not find any. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘Look, for three years now 
I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and I have found none. Cut it down. Why even 
let it use up the soil?’ 8But the gardener replied to him, ‘Sir, leave it alone this year also, 
until I dig around it and put fertilizer on it. 9If it produces fruit next year, fine. But if not, 
then cut it down.’” 

HYMN All Glory Be to Christ │ Kensrue 

 

 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD  Evangelical Heritage Version © 2019 
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D. Kensrue, b. 1980 
We Are Younger We Are Faster Music.  CCLI License #21178046. 
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SERMON Remember Your Creator in Your Youth │ Ecclesiastes 12:1-7 

1So remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the bad days come and the 
years arrive when you will say, “I have no delight in them,” 2before the sun and the light of 
the moon and the stars are darkened, before the clouds return after the rain, 3before the 
day when the watchmen of the house tremble, and the strong men are bent over, and the 
women who grind grain cease because they are few, and those watching through the 
windows can barely see. 4Then the double doors to the street are shut, as the grinding of 
the mill grows quiet. A person wakes up at the sound of a bird, but all the sounds of music 
are muffled. 5Then they fear heights and terrors along the road. The almond blossoms 
become white. The grasshopper drags himself along, and the caperberry has no effect. 
Why? Because the man is heading to his eternal home. Then the wailing mourners will go 
around in the street. 6Remember your Creator before the silver cord is snapped, and the 
golden bowl is broken, before the jar is shattered by the spring, and the waterwheel is 
broken by the well, 7and the dust goes back into the ground—just as it was before, and the 
spirit goes back to God who gave it. 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH —FIRST ARTICLE OF APOSTLE’S CREED AND EXPLANATION 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

What does this mean? 

I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, 
eyes, ears and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still preserves them; that 
He richly and daily provides me with food and clothing, home and family, property and goods, 
and all that I need to support this body and life; that He protects me from all danger, guards 
and keeps me from all evil; and all this purely out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, 
without any merit or worthiness in me; for all which I am in duty bound to thank and praise, 
to serve and obey Him. This is most certainly true. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
I will exalt You, my God the King; I will praise Your name for ever and ever. 
Every day I will praise You and extol Your name. 

It is fitting, O Lord, in the final hours of this year, to express our gratitude for the countless 
gifts of grace we have received from You. 
You have been faithful to Your promises and loving toward all You have made. 

 

WE GIVE THANKS 
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You clothe Your creation with beauty; You feed even the birds and tell us that we are much 
more valuable than they. 
You know what we need, and You give us all good things. 

Clothing and food, safety and health, possessions and money, even life itself – all these 
come to us from Your generous hand. 
We thank you for these blessings, and we ask that You continue to grant them to us. 

We thank You especially for Your Word and Holy Supper, which strengthen our faith, shield 
us from temptation, and equip us for service. 
Increase our commitments to these precious gifts, so that we may continue to grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

Almighty and eternal God, You have been gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, and 
rich in love.  As You led Your people Israel with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 
night, so lead us by the light of Your Word that we may live our lives to Your glory and be 
prepared to die in Your peace. 
We ask these things in the name of Jesus.  In His name we began this year; in His name we 
bring it to a close.  Amen. 

OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTER 

 

Visitors, please speak with one of our pastors before receiving the Sacrament with us. 
We welcome members of the ELS and WELS to join us at the Lord’s Table. 

EXHORTATION  

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

WE RECEIVE THE SACRAMENT  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

AGNUS DEI (LAMB OF GOD) 
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DISTRIBUTION  

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Blest Is the Man, Forever Blest │ ELH 416 
 Just as I Am │ ELH 319 
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NUNC DIMITTIS 
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PRAYER 
Abide with us, Lord, for it is toward evening and the day is far spent. Abide with us and with 
Your whole Church. Abide with us in the end of the day, in the end of our life, and in the end 
of the world. Abide with us with Your grace and goodness, with Your holy Word and 
Sacrament, with Your strength and blessing. Abide with us when the night of affliction and 
temptation comes upon us, the night of fear and despair when death shall come. Abide with 
us and with all the faithful through time and eternity. 
Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
Amen. 

HYMN Abide in Grace, Lord Jesus │ ELH 579 

 

 
Pianist Brittany Cordes 
Communion Assistant Craig Ferkenstad 
Ushers Brian DeVos & Doyle Holbird  
 

 

Christmas Season Worship Schedule 

Friday - Christmas Eve 

Divine Service with Candlelight 4:00pm 

 6:00pm 

Saturday - Christmas Day 

Divine Service 9:00am 

Sunday 

Divine Service with Holy Communion 8:15am 

 10:30am 

Friday - New Year’s Eve 

Divine Service with Holy Communion 6:00pm 

Sunday 

Divine Service 8:15am 

 10:30am 

Peace Lutheran Church 

2090 Commerce Drive 

North Mankato, MN 56003 

507-385-1386 

peacemankato.com 

 

Pastors Tim Hartwig & Matt Moldstad 

WE THANK THOSE WHO SERVE 


