
 

 

The past year has been a roller 
coaster of dissenting opinions and 
changing recommendations.  
Everyone seems to have an opinion 
on how best to live during the time 
of the coronavirus pandemic.  Most 
churches closed for in-person 
services last spring.  Some reopened 
very quickly, some took much 
longer, and some are still closed.  
Those that have reopened may or 
may not allow the sanctuary to be 
full.  And, unfortunately, differing 
opinions within congregations have 
caused rifts between members and 
between members and their pastor.  

Throughout the past months, I have 
been pleased to hear many 
congregation members speak highly 
of the response of their pastor and 
congregational leaders.  I have also 
been dismayed to hear others 
accuse their pastor or congregation 
of giving in to fear and staying 
closed too long or insisting on too 
many safeguards.  Others feel their 
congregations opened too soon and 
did not care enough about the 
physical health of their members.  
And on all sides, some are so angry 
they have decided “I am not going 
back to church.” 

As the virus seems to be slowing its 
spread, we can again begin to think 
ahead to a time, hopefully very 
soon, when our churches will be 
able to return to worship as we have 
in the past.  Will you be there?  God 
commands us, Remember the 
Sabbath day by setting it apart as 
holy (Exodus 20:8 EHV).  Our 

catechism provides this explanation 
of the commandment: We should 
fear and love God, so that we do not 
despise preaching and His Word, but 
hold it sacred and gladly hear and 
learn it. 

Personal anger toward other 
members or toward the pastor will 
only cause harm.  It will harm you 
spiritually by keeping you away from 
the means of grace.  It will harm 
others by weakening your 
congregation.  Instead, we bring our 
sins before Jesus in repentance, 
asking for forgiveness and a change 
of heart.  Jesus’ love for you led Him 
to the cross, where he died for your 
sins of anger and stubbornness.  And 
it is at the foot of the cross that we 
must leave those sins and ask for 
strength to forgive others their sins.  
In Ephesians, we read, Get rid of 
every kind of bitterness, rage, anger, 
quarreling, and slander, along with 
every kind of malice.  Instead, be kind 
and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving one another, just as God in 
Christ has forgiven us (Ephesians 
4:31-32 EHV). 

As we have the opportunity to return 
to corporate worship, we must also 
have patience.  There are members 
in our congregations who will not be 
able to attend immediately because 
of health concerns.  Others may still 
be too fearful at first to come.  In 
faith and out of compassion, we will 
Bear one another’s burdens, and in 
this way fulfill the law of Christ 
(Galatians 6:2 EHV). 

Rev. Paul Fries 
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Serving Peace 
   Pastor Tim Hartwig 
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pastormoldstad@gmail.com  

   Office - Karen Wold  
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   Terry Field 
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   Joel Kom 
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   Sergio Salgado 
Gospel Outreach: 
   Jonathan Stadler 

Jesus’ Lambs Preschool 
   Joslyn Moldstad – 507-385-7752 
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com 

Crossed - Youth Group 
www.peacemankato.org/crossed 
crossedyouth@gmail.com 

Special Interest Dates 
1st  Maundy Thursday 5 & 6:30p 
2nd Good Friday 5 & 6:30p 
4th Easter Sunrise 6:30a 
 Easter Festival 8 & 9:30a 
6th  Bd of Ed, Gospel Outreach 6p 
 Spiritual Leadership 7p 
13th  Council Meeting 6:30p 
16th  Adult Group 7p 
17th  Peace Writers’ Group 10a 
17th Educational Seminar 2p 
30th  Confirmation Exam 6p 

I Am Not Going Back to Church 

 

mailto:pastorhartwig@gmail.com
mailto:pastormoldstad@gmail.com
mailto:karen@peacemankato.com
mailto:joslynmoldstad@gmail.com
http://www.peacemankato.org/crossed
mailto:crossedyouth@gmail.com


 

The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one 
another in love and fellowship; and to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone. 
 

 

Comfort When Confronted with Death 
Death is not a topic we like to dwell on, but it’s something we are forced to think about when a loved one 
dies.  Maybe we were at their bedside when death overtakes them.  The tears seem to flow over our loss.  
At the funeral we see the coffin and the body, again we are reminded of death and are forced to deal with 
it.  It hurts so much to have a loved one taken from us. 

In the Bible we hear about the death of Lazarus.  If you remember, Lazarus was the brother of Mary and 
Martha and a close friend of Jesus.  His loss was so great that even Jesus himself wept at his tomb.  Jesus 
knows what it means to lose a loved one in death.  He’s been there, he’s experienced it.  Jesus also brings 
comfort to the family, as he told Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me will 
live, even if he dies." (John 11:25).  And more than this, he then goes on to even raise Lazarus from the 
dead! 

But the coffin, the funeral, the grave, also remind us of our end as well.  We too shall die.  Though we often 
want to put that thought out of our minds, it comes up when we are confronted with death.  What will it 
feel like?  Am I ready?  I don’t want to die!!  Jesus brings comfort for you here too, 
because he’s been there.  He himself was confronted with death on the cross.  He 
bled and died.  He was buried….But we know the rest of the story don’t we.  He 
rose from the dead on the third day.  He triumphed over the grave and death itself.  
And this same Jesus declared, “Because I live, you also will live.” (John 14:19) 

There are many times in this life when we are confronted with death, be it that of our loved ones or our 
own.  Many times we see the lifeless body, the funeral procession, and the grave.  As we look forward to 
Easter, let us rejoice in the hope of the resurrection.  Our risen Savior gives hope for all who trust in his 
name, our relatives and friends who die in the Lord and we ourselves who trust that he is the resurrection 
and the life.  What comfort it brings to know our Risen Savior.  Amen. 

Rev. Matt Moldstad 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission  

 

3/27 Saturday Evening 
 6:00 PM  Divine Service with Holy Communion  
  (Masks required, No Singing) 

3/28 Palm Sunday 
 8:15 & 10:30 AM Divine Service with Holy Communion  

4/1 Maundy Thursday 
 5:00 & 6:30 PM Divine Service with Holy Communion  

4/2 Good Friday 
 5:00 & 6:30 PM Service of the Cross of Christ 

4/4 Easter Sunday 
 6:30 AM Sunrise Service with Holy Communion 
 8:00 AM Festival Service  
 9:05 AM Easter Egg Hunt 
 9:30 AM Festival Service  



Is the Resurrection Fact or Fiction? 

April 2021 
 

 

What is the most important question in all 
human history? The answer to that question is 
really quite obvious. The most important question 
in all human history is: 

 
Did Jesus really rise from the dead? 

This is the most important question because if 
Jesus did rise, then Christianity is proven true, and 
the doors of paradise have been opened to all 
believers. It also means that all contrary religions 
and worldviews are known to be false. 

There is an amazing amount of evidence that 
Jesus actually did rise from the dead. First of all, 
the New Testament documents are unanimous in 
saying that Jesus did, in real time and real history, 
rise from the dead. These New Testament 
documents have proven to be accurate time and 
time again. 

In addition, there were numerous eyewitnesses 
of Jesus’ appearances after his resurrection. Paul, 
for instance said: “After that, he appeared to more 
than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the 
same time, most of whom are still living, though 
some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he 
appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.” (1 
Corinthians 15:6–8) 

Imagine a courtroom trial where one side had 
500 eyewitnesses to back up its side of the case. 
Under normal circumstances, the outcome of the 
case would not be in doubt. 

And why should we suppose that the Apostle 
John began his biography of Jesus at the time of 
Jesus’ baptism? Why didn’t he begin with Jesus’ 
birth as Luke did? The Apostle John explained his 
reason at the end of his gospel by emphasizing that 
he had first-hand knowledge of everything he wrote 
in his gospel. (John 21:24) The Apostle John 
became a follower of Jesus at the time of His 
baptism by John the Baptist. This means that John 
was a witness to the resurrected Jesus, too. 

The resurrection accounts also explain a 
number of historical facts that otherwise have no 
reasonable explanation. 

For example: 
1. The resurrection explains how Jesus’ 

followers were transformed from terrified cowards 
in hiding to become the courageous spokesmen 
with no fear of death who transformed the world 
with their claim that Jesus had risen. 

2. The resurrection also explains why Jesus’ 
opponents could not produce His body—a feat that 
would have stopped the Christian church in its 
tracks if it could have been done. 

3. It explains why the Jewish leaders tacitly 
admitted that the tomb was empty by claiming the 
disciples stole the body—which would have been 
impossible given the Roman guard unit at the 
tomb. 

4. The resurrection explains the conversions of 
the Apostle Paul and James, Jesus’ brother. 

5. The resurrection explains the change in the 
day of worship from Saturday to Sunday. 

6. And it explains how Christianity could arise 
in Jerusalem—in a culture that was hostile to the 
claim of Jesus being the Messiah. 

All in all, the resurrection of Jesus is one of the 
best supported events of ancient history. The New 
Testament documents are unanimous in 
proclaiming that it happened; over 500 
eyewitnesses testified that it happened; and, the 
resurrection explains a number of historical facts 
that we otherwise cannot explain. All in all, we have 
very good reasons for believing that the marvel of 
the resurrection is true. 

Not only is the resurrection the most important 
fact among all past events, but it also is of utmost 
importance to our future: trusting in the risen 
Christ, we have peace with God and the sure hope 
of heaven. 
 
Allen Quist is author of The Reason I Believe: The 
Basics of Christian Apologetics. For a free video 
archive of his “Evidence for Easter” presentation, 
visit www.blc.edu/apologetics/events. 
 

Learn More: 
www.els.org/apologetics 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschoolers have enjoyed a winter to remember!  This is because the weather 
has been so pleasant for playing outside on our snow mountains and on our playground!  At preschool 
the children love to exercise their bodies, but we also exercise our minds, learning about such things as 
space travel, presidents who have helped our country, the ocean, God’s animals, countries, and people.  
Besides all of the games such as hot potato, number run, relay races and rainbow run, we have a very 
special time during our preschool day to listen and to learn God’s word.   

Every day, the children enjoy a Bible story with our Bible flannel graph.  In the season of Lent, we have 
listened to Bible stories about Jesus’ miracles such as Feeding the 5,000, or Jesus’ parables such as The 
Good Samaritan.  At these special times, the children learn of God’s blessings to us such as food, clothing, 
and shelter.  We especially learn about God’s grace in forgiving our sins.  In the Good Samaritan we 
learned that it is Jesus who really is the Good Samaritan.  He showed himself as the most loving neighbor 
to us all by forgiving our sins when He died on the cross.  With Jesus’ holy precious blood, he redeemed 
our souls, so we can enter heaven now, sins forgiven.  

Preschoolers are caring human beings.  After my husband died in January, and we had chapel with 
Pastor Moldstad, Liv said, “I am so happy your husband didn’t die.  He did chapel for us!”  (Even though 
she mixed up my son with my husband, we see so much empathy in our little ones.  They put a smile on 
our faces, even during the saddest of times.)  Another time during our chapel, Silas said, “This is really 
important!  Is that the green hill the cross is sitting on?” (He was pointing to the cross in front of church, 
with the green blanket spread underneath it.)  We teachers love to hear these questions and comments 
concerning God’s word.   These children show their faith and love for Jesus their Savior, in so many 
ways! 

We hope that you spread the good news about Jesus in your individual lives and we hope you would 
tell people about Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool!  We will have our annual Open House on Tuesday, 
March 30th, from 6-8 p.m.  Please invite families you know who have preschool aged children for a 
wonderful evening of crafts, learning games, food, face painting and fun!  Most of all, tell your neighbors 
that children learn about Jesus at our preschool.  They learn about Jesus’ love and forgiveness of sins 
through Bible stories, prayers, and hymns.  This early beginning will help children and their families 
through their entire life.  For more information concerning our Christ-centered preschool please call 
us at 507-385-7752 or email me at Joslynmoldstad@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

               Morning class – Dr. Suess Day         Afternoon Class – Dr. Suess Day 
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Preschool fun! 
Topper’s Pizza 

 
More preschool fun… 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Group - Learn Curl Night 
Did you know where the sport of curling gets it’s name?  The name actually comes from the way in which the 
curling stones, curl or curve to the left or to the right as they reach their intended target.  This was a fun fact 
which we learned at our March Adult Group event at the Mankato Curling Club.  Thirty-three members and 
friends of Peace joined up for a great night of fellowship, food and fun.  I think all of us realized that we weren’t 
as young as we used to be, having to practically do the splits in order perform a proper throw.  Many appreciated 
the opportunity to get to know new faces here at Peace and of course we did Learn to Curl.  To sign-up for our 
April event at Kato Escape, go to peacemankato.com/escape. 

 

 

 

Peace Bookshelf - Featured Book 

This month I’d like to highlight one of our bookshelf’s 
new books, ABC Devotions by Dan Madson.  Despite 
it’s simple title, this devotional book is geared for all 
ages.  We used this book for our dinnertime family 
devotions in the Moldstad household over this past 
year.  Both parents and kids found it to be thought-
provoking, interesting, and comforting.  Dan Madson 
is a retired Christian Day School teacher who served at 
Holy Cross Lutheran School (ELS) in Madson, WI for 
decades.  As you probably guessed, he is the son of 
Norman and brother to Mike here at Peace.  If you are 
looking for a new devotion book I’d encourage you to 
pick up a copy at our bookshelf for $10 or purchase 
one online at: peacelutheran.com/abcdevotions. 

http://peacemankato.com/escape
http://peacelutheran.com/abcdevotions


 

Benevolence Fund 

Three years ago we established a special fund where at Peace to provide financial help to those with various 
needs among both our church family and those in our community. Over the years we’ve used the monies to 
help individuals and families with food, fuel, household items, car insurance, temporary housing, utility bills and 
much more. This month our Stewardship board designated $200 from our benevolence fund 
to provide assistance with funeral costs for a relative of a member. The remaining balance of 
this fund is around $300, if you would like to contribute you can do so by putting your 
donation in an envelope, labeling it "benevolence fund" and dropping it in the offering box.  

 

Peace General Fund Contribution Update 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just a reminder of the option you have of using “electronic giving” for making 
your regular church offerings or special fund offerings.  Contributions can be 
debited automatically from your checking or savings account or processed using 
your debit or credit card (Peace is charged a larger percentage (up to 3.5%) of your 
donation for card usage).  The electronic giving program offers convenience for you 
and much needed donation consistency for our congregation. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 
52 envelopes.  And, when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, this 
program will allow your weekly offerings to continue in an uninterrupted basis. 

You can set it up yourself by going to our website, www.peacemankato.com, click the “Online Giving” box 
and put in your information.  You choose how often you donate (weekly, monthly, certain date(s), etc.). 

 

Are you unable to care for your feet?  
Your church home is offering a service to 
help you care for your feet and toenails.   

By appointment, a registered nurse, using sanitary 
equipment, will soak and wash your feet, trim 
toenails, and finish with a lotion foot massage.  If the 
nurse feels further medical attention is needed, she 
may suggest an appointment with your health care 
provider.  This service is free; however, donations will 
be accepted to go to a church cause.   
For more information, or to set up an appointment,  
please call Amy Jo Reiner at 507-340-2061. 

To watch our service live, go to: 
www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming or  
our Facebook page.  The service will start 
automatically when it is live (8:30AM regular service).  

For recorded services, go to: 
www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you can choose 
which service you wish to watch.   
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The following was taken from 

 ‘Martin Luther’s Little Instruction Book’: 

 

A LOVE-HATE RELATIONSHIP 

“God loves and hates temptations.  He 

loves them when they provoke us to pray 

to Him and trust in Him; He hates them 

when we despair because of them.”   

†            †            † 

“The testing of your faith develops 

perseverance. Perseverance must finish its 

work so that you may be mature and 

complete, not lacking anything.”  

James 1:3,4   

SAVE THE DATE! 

Circuit 9 Mission Rally 

Saturday, October 23, 2021, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 pm 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church, Mankato, Minnesota 

All monetary contributions by check for the year 2021 
should be made out to Mt. Olive Lutheran Church with 
“Circuit 9 Mission Rally” noted on the memo line.  
Mailing address: 1123 Marsh St. Mankato, MN 56001. 
This is in response to the new constitutional guidelines 
and ELS financial rules.  

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES ARE WELCOME!  Age 
appropriate, mission focused, and enjoyable activities 
planned for children of all ages in Mt. Olive’s ample 
facilities. Topics to be presented for the adults will be of 
interest to both men and women. 

Service Opportunity –  
(children’s) Sunglasses, toothbrushes, toothpaste, and 
dental floss will be collected throughout the circuit to 
be sent to Thoughts of Faith – dental program. Please 
reach out to local dental offices in your area to see if 
they would be willing to donate these dental hygiene 
items. Personal contributions are also encouraged. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Educational Seminar on Fertility will be held at Peace on April 17th at 
2pm.  We will be learning how to interpret our body’s natural biomarkers 
to help identify when we are fertile verses infertile; thus, allowing us to 
achieve or avoid a pregnancy.  We will also discuss how the system can be 
beneficial to those struggling with different gynecologic or reproductive 
challenges such as polycystic ovarian syndrome, endometriosis, 
premenstrual syndrome, perimenopause and more.  This system is 
beneficial to any woman/couple who wants to learn more about their body, 
monitor their fertility, or regulate their cycle.  To sign up, or if you want 
more information, please email Kelci Wold at kwold1@blc.edu. 

The Jesus’ Lambs at Peace preschool painting 
(hanging in the coffee area) is now available for you 
to purchase as a print and enjoy in your own home.  
All the proceeds from the sale of these prints will be 
donated to the preschool and will help fund more 
projects like the.  You can find the prints available 
for purchase in the narthex. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving the month of April: 
Altar/Communion preparation 

13th Elsa & Teresa Ferkenstad & Rachel Moldstad 

27th  Elsa & Teresa Ferkenstad & Rachel Moldstad 

Ushers 

1st 

5:00 PM 
 
6:30 PM 
 

Josh Moldstad 
Corey Olsen  
Sergio Salgado 
Mark Zenk 

2nd 
5:00 PM 
6:30 PM  

Josh Ringen 
Chris Harstad 

4th  

6:30 AM 
 
8:00 AM 
 
9:30 AM 
 

Marc Flygare 
Keith Wiederhoeft 
Ben Petzel 
Eric Woller 
Todd Olsen 
Devin Krienke 

10th 6:00 PM Jonathan Stadler 

11th  

8:15 AM 
 
10:30 AM 
 
 

Matt Bindert 
Paul Bunkowske 
Ben Kohls 
Ian Kohls 
Malachi Kohls 

17th 6:00 PM Nick Peters 

18th    

8:15 AM 
 
10:30 AM 

 

Brian DeVos 
Derek Harstad 
Cody Pithan 
Scott Pithan 

24th 6:00 PM Phil Wels 

25th  

8:15 AM 
 
10:30 AM 

 

Brandon Evers 
Jeff Huber 
Rob Pipal 
Will Brueske 

Counters 

1st Sunday: Mike Madson & Todd Olsen  

2nd Sunday: Phil Novak & Marilyn Paulsen  
3rd Sunday: Chris Harstad & Brian Koch 
4th Sunday: Jon Stadler & NEEDED 

5th Sunday: Ernie Geistfeld & Karen Wold  

 

 
 
 

Mikaela Lemke  6 years old 
Linus Londgren  3 years old 
Arthur Heyer  2 years old 
Samuel Ringen  10 years old 
Jakob Hermanson  14 years old 
Mallory Novak  11 years old 
Emma Dueck  6 years old 
Annaliese Schrader  6 years old 
Elsa Schrader  11 years old 
Abigail Hartwig  15 years old 
Jeremiah Lukasek  8 years old 
Benjamin Ringen  8 years old 
Claire Bindert  4 years old 
 

Also – Amy McCabe, Nicole Moldstad,  
Chris Harstad, Annette Schmeling,  

Jen Stadler, Cindy Chopp, Alisha Schuch, 
Kenzie Lindstrom, Jim Howson,  

Rose Reiner, Brian Koch, Dan Quist, 
Brandon Smith, Benji Inniger,  

David Schrader, Sara Traylor, Carrie Urke, 
Bailey Gerdes, Carol Mellon, Shelly Clausen, 
Emily Wolff, Derek Meyer, Matt Moldstad, 

James Wentzlaff, Brittany Cordes,  
Eric Theiste, Allison Lowrey,  

Katherine Kjeer, Gloria Loe, Jeff Lin,  
Cody Anderson . 

May the Lord bless you, 
today and always. 

Happy 
Birthday! 

  Wedding Anniversaries:  

Paul & Karen Wold 4/13/91 30 years 
Peter & Thalia Londgren 4/22/16 5 years 
Jon & Lisa Wendinger 4/25/98 23 years 
 

Congratulations!  May the Lord continue to bless 
you, and may your Christian marriage serve as an 

inspiration to others. 



 

 
 


