
Worship Schedule  
Sunday morning  
8:15 & 10:30am 

Serving Peace 
   Pastor Tim Hartwig 
Cell – 507-382-6826 
pastorhartwig@gmail.com  

   Pastor Matt Moldstad 
Cell – 507-382-0045 
pastormoldstad@gmail.com  

   Office - Karen Wold  
Phone – 507-385-1386 
karen@peacemankato.com  

Church Council 
President: 
   Joel Kom 
Vice President: 
   Jason DeWitt 
Secretary: 
   Terry Field 
Spiritual Leadership:  
   Jeff Huber 
Christian Education:  
  August Jeske 
Property Management: 
   Jesse Wolff 
Stewardship: 
   Dan Holz 
Gospel Outreach: 
   Jonathan Stadler 

Jesus’ Lambs Preschool 
   Joslyn Moldstad – 507-385-7752 
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com 

Crossed - Youth Group 
www.peacemankato.org/crossed 
crossedyouth@gmail.com 

Special Interest Dates 
1st   Advent Supper 5p 
 Midweek Advent Service 6p  
5th Sunday School Christmas 
  Program 10:30a 
12th  Women’s Holiday Party 1:30p 
14th  Council Meeting 6:30p 
17th  Pre-K Christmas Prog. 6:30p 
24th    Christmas Eve Candlelight 
  Services 4 & 6p 
25th  Christmas Day Service 9a 
31st   New Year’s Eve Service w/HC 
  6p 

 

 

  

Christmas time is upon us again! Is 
there anyone who sees it as a restful 
time? With the holiday program at 
our child’s school, the company 
Christmas party, the decorating and 
cooking, and of course, the shopping 
for the perfect gift, our pace is hectic. 
By the time Christmas Day arrives we 
are breathless. That’s ironic, since 
Christmas is the way to 
rest, perfect rest, as God 
purposed it.  

A long time ago God sent a 
special messenger to 
remind the people of Israel 
that Christmas is the way to 
perfect rest. The 
messenger’s name was 
John the Baptist. He lived in 
the Judean desert, dined on odd 
holiday fare (locusts and wild honey), 
and spent his time preaching about 
Christmas rest.  

Considering that we run ourselves 
breathless, going this way and that, 
and making little headway in this 
wilderness, John’s preaching is timely. 
He preached about the way that 
brings rest, which he called “a 
highway for our God.” He said that 
this way would be revealed for all 
mankind to see, and it was this: God’s 
eternal Son was born into the world 
from the Virgin Mary as the sinless 
man Jesus Christ. Jesus had come to 
save his people from their sins, and by 
doing so, provide the way of perfect 
rest. John also preached that to catch 
one’s breath on the “Jesus highway” 
one needed to prepare.  

But don’t worry! This preparation is 
not another task to be crammed into 
an already hectic schedule. He was 
talking about the inner preparation of 
the heart. John preached about 
confessing our sinfulness to God 
(repent) and trusting in Jesus. He also 
preached how this happens, and it is 
not through our personal willpower 

to reprioritize. Rather he 
said that God gives these 
gifts to our heart through 
Scripture and baptism for 
salvation.  

Since God promises to work 
in our heart through these 
means, it reminds us of 
something essential. Before 
we begin each new week’s 

rat race, we need to pull off at God’s 
rest stop, the church. We will hear 
during Christmas and throughout the 
year that Jesus is the highway to 
heaven, and that this is not a hectic 
expressway of personal 
achievements, but a way of perfect 
rest. He came into the world to do for 
us what we could not do for 
ourselves: he lived a life of perfect 
devotion to his heavenly Father and 
then at 33 years old, he gave his holy 
life over to hell and death at the cross 
to forgive all sin. This forgiveness is 
God’s perfect rest for our conscience 
that is disturbed about all the times 
we rushed right past him. Best of all, it 
promises at the finish of our earthly 
race the eternal rest stop called 
heaven.  
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The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one 
another in love and fellowship; and to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission  

 

 

 
 

 

Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschoolers played a little game of thankfulness, where the teacher thought of 
something to be thankful for and then the children responded with their own thankful thought. It is a 
game that can continue forever because of the many gifts God has given to us all.   

From the parting of the Red Sea, to the gift of manna and quail for food in the desert, to the giving of 
God’s law in the 10 commandments, we see a continuation of God’s gifts to sinners in our Bible stories 
as well. The Israelites were looking forward to Jesus’ coming to forgive their sins. We move from 
Thanksgiving into the Christmas season knowing Jesus has already come to be our Savior. 

Besides the Bible stories, the children learned about the pilgrims coming to America so they would be 
free to worship God as they desired. So many children survived that first winter. We learned that their 
parents carefully rationed the rest of the food, giving only 5 kernels of corn a day, so they would not 
starve. We learned how the mothers kept them warm with their bodies and the fathers made friends 
with the Indians and built shelters. We also ask God to give us thankful hearts as we go from season to 
season in life. 

We thank all of our parents for driving to our K & G Field Trip for our M/W/F sessions. In all of our 
classes we are talking about the importance of exercise for our bodies and also keeping our bodies 
clean. We also read the classic story, ‘Stone Soup’, the book about sharing. We thank everyone for 
bringing an item for our real ‘Stone Soup’. The children learned that they do not have to be afraid to 
share what they have, God will provide for our needs.   

Thanks to all of our families for participating in our annual Fundraiser, Pastry Puffins. The proceeds 
and donations will go for classroom games and teacher support. 

The children are also practicing hard for our Preschool Christmas, set for Friday, December 17 at 6:30 
p.m. We thank all of our parents for bringing 2 dozen cookies for that evening. We also thank Kristi 
Ringen for preparing a light supper for us all to enjoy after the service.   

Preschool News 
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Is “Baby Jesus” Just a Children’s Story? 
December 2021 

 

In my house, we watch Frosty the Snowman any 
month of the year; that’s how much my toddler loves it. I 
enjoyed watching Frosty as a child and I still do as an 
adult, but Frosty is very much a children’s story. My 
toddler will ask to watch it, or sing the songs, or act out 
the parade on any given day. The songs, animation, and 
story all particularly appeal to young children. Yes, Frosty 
the Snowman is a children’s story. It is a nice, family-
friendly, nostalgia-inducing Christmas story, but it is just a 
children’s story. 

What about the very first Christmas story? Is the birth 
of Jesus just a children’s story? A virgin is visited by an 
angel, becomes pregnant, gives birth among animals, and 
angels tell lowly shepherds that the Son of God and Savior 
of the world has just been born in the little town of 
Bethlehem—is that just a children’s story? Is it a make-
believe story which can do no more for us than any other 
make-believe story? 

No, the story of Jesus’ birth is nothing like make-
believe stories. It is an historical account communicating 
real benefits to both children and adults, people of all 
ages. Holy Scripture is better attested to than any other 
ancient document. It records this divine event which was 
foretold many years in advance. This coming Savior was 
promised to Adam’s line (Genesis 3:15), and then more 
specifically to Abraham’s line (Genesis 26:4), and finally to 
David’s line (Jeremiah 23:5-6). This coming Savior was 
prophesied to be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14). This 
coming Savior was prophesied to be born in Bethlehem 
(Micah 5:2). All this, and more, has come to pass. Just a 
children’s story? No, not even a story at all, but a factual 
record of God’s work in human history for people of all 
ages. 

The four Gospels and Acts, which record the life of 
Jesus and the ministry of His apostles in detail, are 
historical accounts. They were drawn from eyewitness 
testimony, not folklore developed from oral tradition. 
Non-Christian writers in the decades that followed also 
corroborated the basic facts concerning the life, ministry, 
and death of Jesus. Such extra-biblical writers noted that 
the same Apostles and Evangelists who insisted that Jesus 
had risen also were willing to die for that message. 

Prominent among those writers are the Jewish historian 
Josephus and the Roman historian Tacitus. Clearly, Jesus 
was a real, historical man—an unusual and amazing man, 
too, because He also was the Son of God. 

History and the Bible both reveal that Jesus came, but 
the Bible, with its “Good News” or Gospel message, 
uniquely explains why His coming matters. The Son of God 
took on human flesh for your salvation. The law of God 
demands that you live a perfect life and it demands that 
you be punished in hell if you do not live such a life. 
Without the Son of God coming as your substitute, you 
would be doomed to hell because you are sinful, but the 
Son of God has come as your substitute. He lived a perfect 
life. He bore the punishment for your sin, and rose from 
the grave— winning forgiveness and eternal life for you. 

The Son of God became as we are—assuming, 
partaking in, our flesh. The tiny head which Mary lovingly 
kissed would one day wear a crown of thorns. The little 
hand which wrapped around Joseph’s finger would one 
day be pierced by a nail. The baby Jesus was placed in the 
wood of the manger so that one day He would be nailed 
to the wood of the cross. His precious, divine blood would 
be shed to conquer sin and death’s hold on you. Jesus was 
born to live and die for you. Rising back to life, Jesus 
defeated sin and death for you. Jesus was born for your 
salvation. 

 
To you this night is born a Child 

Of Mary, chosen Virgin mild; 
This little Child, of lowly birth, 

Shall be the joy of all the earth. 
(“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come,” ELH, 126:3) 

 
Pastor David H. Locklair serves at 
Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church in Portage, Indiana, 
and Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church in Hobart, Indiana. 
His articles for the Christ in Media Institute connect 
superhero mythology to Christian apologetics 
(www.christinmedia.org). 
 

Learn More: 
www.els.org/apologetics 
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Lefse Baking at Its Finest!  
A couple of pictures from the fun morning of the “Got Lefse?” baking day on November 13th. We had a couple 
of first-time lefse bakers and also some who made it a family affair! Make plans to join us next year for this 
annual tradition. 
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• The beginning of December marks the beginning of our eighth week of our 10 for 10 stewardship 
program. 

• You will notice that our congregation’s commitment cards have been placed on the altar. It is a 
reminder of our gifts that we have promised to the Lord. It is also an opportunity to reflect on why we 
have not given in the past. We are to give in response to God’s commands and as an expression of our 
gratitude for our Savior Jesus Christ. 

• You are encouraged to read through the devotional materials provided in our weekly bulletins as well 
as watch the 10 for 10 videos shared in our Weekend Update. Read. Ponder. Pray. 

• Throughout the ten weeks of 10 for 10, we will receive additional encouragements from God’s Word. 
Why? “If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit.” 

 

Update on our giving to the Lord’s Work at Peace for 2021-22 Fiscal Year 
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Peace Adult Group – Self-Defense and Hibachi! 

Our Peace Adult Group took a self-defense class from members Bill and Kristi Hough in the afternoon, 

followed by Hibachi. Thank you to those who attended! 
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Family Night – Chili Cook-Off! 

Thank you to everyone who attended our Chili Cook-Off on November 19th! Congratulation to our 

winners! 1st Place - Becky Novak, 2nd Place - Jen Stadler, 3rd Place tie - Dale Mize and Kristie Ringen! 
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Serving the month of December: 
Altar/Communion preparation 

12th/26th 

31st  
Elsa & Teresa Ferkenstad & Rachel Moldstad 
Rachel Moldstad 

Communion Assistants 

12th 

8:15AM 
 
10:30 AM 
 

Paul Fries 
Peter Londgren 
Rob Pipal 
Greg Vandermause 

26th  

8:15AM 
 
10:30 AM 
 

Matt Bindert 
Eric Woller 
Jason DeWitt 
Doyle Holbird 

Ushers 

1st 6:00 PM 
Marc Flygare 
Bob Paulsen 

5th    

8:15 AM 
 
10:30 AM 
 

Rob Paulsen 
Tim Paulsen 
Adie Harstad 
Todd Olsen 

8th 6:00 PM 
Nick Peters 
Josh Ringen 

12th    

8:15 AM 
 
10:30 AM 

 

Rick Brennhofer 
Brian DeVos 
Devin Krienke 
Josh McCabe 

15th 6:00 PM 
Keith Wiederhoeft 
Eric Woller 

19th    

8:15 AM 
 
 
10:30 AM 

 

Nate Risto 
Owen Risto 
Ian Risto 
Rob Pipal 
Scott Pithan 

24th   

4:00 PM 
 
6:00 PM 
 

Paul Bunkowske 
Brandon Evers 
Ken Mellon 
Jonathan Stadler 

25th  9:00 AM 
Matt Bindert 
Marc Flygare 

26th  

8:15 AM 
 
10:30 AM 
 

Derek Harstad 
Jeff Huber 
Phil Wels 
Mark Zenk 

31st 6:00 PM 
Doyle Holbird 
Brian Tiegs 

Counters 

1st Sunday: Todd Olsen & Jon Stadler 

2nd Sunday: Phil Novak & Marilyn Paulsen  
3rd Sunday: Chris Harstad & Brian Koch 
4th Sunday: Phil Novak & Marilyn Paulsen 

5th Sunday: Ernie Geistfeld & Karen Wold  

 

 
 

 

Brecken Smith  12 years old 
Carly Smith  12 years old 
Lucia Lemke  10 years old 
Caroline Chopp  6 years old 
Raegan Tiegs  13 years old 
Riayne Tiegs  7 years old 
Van Vandermause  3 years old 
Carl Kom  15 years old 
Kysen Kletschka  5 years old 
Caleb Moldstad  14 years old 
Jordan Donahue  17 years old 
Maria Harstad  9 years old 
Corynn Beitlich  4 years old 
Cora Jones  12 years old 
Margaret Kohls  9 years old 
Charlie Bach  1 years old 
Myla Jansick  5 years old 
Whitney Michaletz  7 years old 
 

Also – Joel Brude, Sarah Henry, Sarah Jones,  
Ali Wierschke, Todd Olsen, Judy Buck,  

Erik Hermanson, Rita Kollmann, Joanna Bindert, 
Josh Moldstad, Abbie Smith, Rachel Kerkow,  

Bill Hough, Eva Jacobsen, Nick Lilienthal,  
Kristen Lukasek, Jamie DeVos, Julie Kjeer,  

Dan Loe, Derek Harstad, Ethan Pithan,  
Laura Harstad, Bekah Johnson, Rob Pipal,  
Christ Merritt, Noah Dale, Hannah Fries,  

Robert Geving 

May the Lord bless you always! 

Happy 
Birthday! 

  Wedding Anniversaries:  
Ted & Cristen Manthe 12/01/02 19 years 
David & Justine Schrader 12/03/05 16 years 
Craig & Jessica Smith 12/07/13 8 years 
Nick & Hillary Chopp 12/13/08 13 years 
Matt & Joni Moldstad 12/17/04 17 years 
Eric & Denice Woller 12/19/98 23 years 
Larry & Stephanie Wentzlaff 12/20/75 46 years 
Jon & Madeline Kammerer 12/23/16 5 years 
Tom & Cindy Chopp 12/27/80 41 years 
Aaron & Carrie Urke 12/29/84 37 years 
Jeff & Tina Kotulski 12/30/86 35 years 
 

Congratulations!   

May the Lord continue to bless you,  
and may your Christian marriage serve as an 

inspiration to others. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
This year’s Sunday School Christmas Program will be on the first Sunday in December, 12/5, at the 10:30am 
service. The children will be practicing the program during the Sunday School time that Sunday. Please have 
your children at Peace by 9:25am that day. 

PRESCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
The preschool Christmas Program will be on December 17th, at 6:30pm. The congregation is invited to attend. 

PASTRY PUFFINS – PRESCHOOL FUNDRAISER 
You can pick up your Pastry Puffins on Tuesday, December 7th, between 11:00am and 1:00pm. Thank you for 
helping support our preschool! 

HOMEMADE PIE SALE – M.O.M.s FUNDRAISER 
Thank you to all who supported the Moms On a Mission Holiday Pie Sale on November 21.  The generosity of 
both Peace and Mt. Olive congregations brought the total to over $1000 raised to help cover childcare costs.  
We thank you for your support of our bible study.  To God be the Glory! 

HY-VEE RECEIPTS - PRESCHOOL 
Please save your Hy-Vee receipts and put them in the box in the preschool hallway. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a reminder of the option you have of using “electronic giving” for making 
your regular church offerings or special fund offerings.  Contributions can be 
debited automatically from your checking or savings account or processed using 
your debit or credit card (Peace is charged a larger percentage (up to 3.5%) of 
your donation for card usage).  The electronic giving program offers convenience 
for you and much needed donation consistency for our congregation. 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a year or 
prepare 52 envelopes.  And, when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending 
services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue in an uninterrupted basis. 

You can set it up yourself by going to our website, www.peacemankato.com, click the “Online Giving” box 
and put in your information.  You choose how often you donate (weekly, monthly, certain date(s), etc.). 
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NOTES FROM NEW 2 YOU FAMILY THRIFT STORE IN NORTH MANKATO 
 December 2021 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour which is Christ the Lord, (Luke 2: 11). 
December brings many times to reflect on our dear Lord’s birth. From all of us at New 2 You we 

wish you a very Merry Christmas and pray you will gather with friends and family and celebrate our King’s 
birthday. We are blessed to be able to donate money to our Christian High School, MVL and our churches, Mt. 
Olive, St. Mark’s, St. Paul’s, Trinity- Nicollet and Peace, where our children and grandchildren learn about Jesus 
every day. 

We NEED volunteers, during the weekdays, if you have an hour, a couple of hours we could use you.  
December 7th from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Grab a friend from church or someone you would like to get to 
know better and help New 2 You while you visit. If you are interested, please call Christine Doering or Jen 
Selvey at 507-385-1455.  

We have a new register, and it is the same as the old one just easier to read. We are grateful to have the funds 
to allow us to buy a new one. After the New Year we will be going back to our regular hours: Sunday and 
Monday closed, Tuesday – Friday 9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Saturday 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

We have been getting a great number of items we need for the store. Thank you to all who have donated, 
and if we were not able to thank you in person, THANK YOU. 

Items needed: 
Paper towel 
Tissue -Klennex 
Bottled water – smaller bottles or larger for volunteers. 
13 Gallon white trash bags (reinforced)  

As we begin a new year at New 2 You, we want to thank all our volunteers for the help this past year. We have 
had record months and record days because of our donors and volunteers and staff. If the Lord is leading you 
to help at New 2 You, call us or stop in. We would love the help, and it supports Christian Education. Call us 
today at (507-385-1455) or email at New2youfamilythrift@gmail.com. 

Christine Doering, Manager 
Jen Selvey, Assistant Manager 

 

mailto:New2youfamilythrift@gmail.com

