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Redeemed to Serve
Dear fellow redeemed…
I use that phrase as a pulpit
greeting almost every Sunday.
Perhpas it has become old, worn,
and routine, but it reminds us of
something
incredible—our
identity. We are redeemed, that is,
bought back children of God.
Bought back with the very blood of
Christ, who made payment for our
sins on the cross. We need not fear
sin, death, and hell because we
have been bought back from them
all. But God has bought us back
with a purpose. God reminds us of
this purpose in Titus 2:14, “He
gave himself for us, to redeem us
from all lawlessness and to purify
for himself a people who are his
own chosen people, eager to do
good works.”
Yes, he has
redeemed us, we are fellowredeemed, purified by the blood of
Christ and his own chosen
people—eager to do good works.

I don’t know about you, but I
haven’t always felt so eager to do
good works, to serve God and my
neighbor.
Quite often it feels
forced. We don’t naturally want to
be generous with our time and
money. We want to use them only
for ourselves. Thanks be to God he
has paid for even these sins of
selfishness and what they deserve.
He has bought us back even from
our sinful selves. This inspires us to
live differently, not for ourselves
but for him who died for us (2 Cor.
5:15). May God ever remind us of
our status we are redeemed,
bought back to serve him, we do so
as we bring to him our praise and
offerings and as we bring to him
our whole selves eager to follow his
commands and to carry out works
of love for our neighbor. As worn
out as the phrase may be, never
forget you are redeemed. Amen.

crossedyouth@gmail.com

Special Interest Dates
2nd
Confirmation Service 12p
4th
Bd of Ed, Gospel Outreach 6p
11th
Council Meeting 6:30p
15th
Peace Picnic @ 7-Mile 10a
15th
Peace Writers’ Group 10a
28th
Preschool Graduation 10a
30th
Confirmation Exam 6p
June
2nd
Start Wednesday Services 6p
6th New service times 8:30 & 10a

And he died for all, so that
those who live would no
longer live for themselves
but for him, who died in
their place and was raised
again. 2 Cor. 5:15

Pastor Matt Moldstad

Our Mission
The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one
another in love and fellowship; and to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschoolers are enjoying time in school after their Easter break. A few students
said it felt like the first day of school, but how quickly we began learning again! Right before Easter, we
had a wonderful turn out of parents, grandparents and siblings for our play, “The Little Engine That
Could!” Every child said their part and performed their play beautifully with many songs as well. The
children learned that no matter how small or young they are, great things can be accomplished with
God’s help. The children learned that no one should feel they are too important or too busy to help
another!

M/W/F Morning class – Play
M/W/F Afternoon Class – Play
The children have been enjoying the Bible stories surrounding the Easter season and are finding that
many are their favorites. They were amazed at God’s great power when the soldiers fell down in the
Garden of Gethsemane and again at Jesus’ resurrection! Most of all, they were amazed at Jesus’
resurrection and how He appeared to His disciples and brought such joy to their lives. Our preschoolers
are inspired to tell others that Jesus died and rose from the dead. They believe that their sins are
forgiven and that one day they too will rise from the dead and enter their eternal glory with Jesus in
heaven!
Another major event this spring was our Preschool Open House! We had 19 or more volunteers helping
us that evening, including Pastor Hartwig and Pastor Moldstad, Karen Wold, Dani Merritt, Emily Wolff,
Joni Moldstad, Joni and Keith Wiederhoeft, Pastor Ken Mellon, Rev. Craig and Teresa Ferkenstad,
Meghan Bach, Hannah Taylor, Eldon and Luann Sting, Elisa Londgren, Hilary Lien, Cari Kelly, and Rachel
Moldstad. It was a terrific evening of crafts, learning games, face painting, toys, visiting, singing and of
course, great food! Thanks for bringing your family and thanks to all for helping in such a big way!
A preschool date to remember, is Friday, May 28th, which is our Graduation Day! Join us for chapel,
songs by our preschoolers, reading medals and graduation packets distributed, with cake and
fellowship! This will be a very special day because we were not able to gather together last year, but
had individual graduations instead! Our ceremony begins at 10 a.m. and will be about one hour in
length, including our fellowship!
If you desire a Christ-centered preschool for your child, don’t delay in contacting us at 385-7752 or
Joslyn at joslynmoldstad@gmail.com

More Preschool fun!

Open House

There is a bunny
under all those hands!

Hat Day

Puzzle time

Can the Biblical Account of Creation
Be Harmonized with Evolution?
May 2021

Throughout history there have been many stories
attempting to explain how humans and all other living
things came to exist. Today there are three main
positions regarding this issue:

1. Living things came into being through processes of
chemical evolution, in which some organic
chemicals eventually began to take on the
characteristics of life. After this, living things began
to evolve new characteristics until all the animals,
plants and other life that we see today came into
being.
2. God created every kind of living thing in six days
according to the details laid out in the Bible.
(Genesis 1–2)
3. Theistic evolution (merging points 1 and 2): all
living things evolved into being, but at God’s
direction, taking over a billion years to do it.
The belief that living things arose through a process
of evolution is widespread today, and is especially
prominent among scientists. Because so many smart
people hold to evolutionary theory, many Christians
today think that it must be true. A Gallop opinion poll
that was released in 2017 stated that 38% of U.S. adults
believe that human beings came about as a result of
evolutionary processes but that God guided those
processes.
People naturally don’t like to swim against the flow
of public opinion. Especially when that opinion seems to
be represented by society’s brightest individuals! No one
wants to be thought of as being “ignorant” or “less
intelligent” than others. Others are afraid of the ridicule
that comes with admitting that they believe the world was
created by God in only six days. The number of people
who believe that God created humans in their present
form without using evolutionary processes dropped,
according to a recent Gallup poll, from 47% in 2012 to
38% percent in 2017. Clearly Christians are being
influenced by the evolutionary indoctrination that is
occurring in schools, over the airways, and online.
The idea that God created living creatures through a
slow process of gradual change over billions of years
can be inviting. By believing that evolution occurred but

was guided by God, a source of embarrassment for some
Christians is removed. “After all,” they say, “evolution is
a well accepted theory and, surely, thousands of
scientists across several fields of science can’t be
wrong.”
Why then do some Christians continue to insist that
the Bible teaches that God created everything in six days
a relatively short time ago?
The reason that some Christians believe that God
created all living things in a short time is that the plain
reading of Scripture demands this interpretation. Genesis
chapter 1 clearly spells out that God created everything in
six days. Not only that, but God even goes on to define
what He means by a day. In Genesis 1:5 He defines the
first day as a morning and an evening. Then, after telling
us what He created on each succeeding day, He defines
the other five days also as a morning and an evening.
But, you might ask, couldn’t God have used a
process of evolution to create everything? Of course He
could have. God can do anything He wants. But what
does God say that He did? He tells us in Exodus 20:11,
“For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the
sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day:
wherefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day, and
hallowed it.”
The problem with trying to harmonize Scripture with
evolutionary theory is that what the Bible teaches about
creation is so different from what evolution teaches that
we can’t harmonize them without distorting the
teachings of one side or the other—as the chart on the
next page reveals. Ultimately, the conflict between the
two worldviews hinges upon what it means to be human,
to be made in God’s image, and to be redeemed by God.
Dr. Doyle Holbird is professor of biology at Bethany
Lutheran College. For his 3-part radio interview and
synod convention essay on creation vs. evolution, visit
the “Learn More” webpage.

Learn More:
www.els.org/apologetics

Scripture Teaches
Earth and the universe are approximately
the same age. (Genesis 1:1)

Evolution Teaches
The universe is approximately 14 billion years old.

The earth is less than ten thousand years old.
The earth is approximately 4.5–5 billion years old.
Matthew 19:4 states that man and woman were made at the
beginning.
The genealogies in the Bible imply that the earth can only
be a few thousand years old.
Life on earth (as stated above):
Thousands of years old.

Life on earth is approximately 3.5 billion years old.

Everything was created good and complete.

Mutations in the DNA of living things evolved
to more and better genes. This led to more efficient
proteins, and eventually new kinds of living things.

Mankind was created in God’s image.

There is no image of God in people or anything else.
(Note: Christian evolutionists may disagree with this, but
upon what basis can they object?)

There was no death until Adam sinned.
No death of animals with the breath of life in them.
(Genesis 2:17)
Man brought about death, through sin.
Death is an unnatural condition. (Romans 5:15-21)

Evolution is built upon millions and millions
of years of death and disease of animals,
so that new and better species can take their place.
So death brought about man.
Death is entirely natural.

All was created supernaturally over six days.
Natural processes operating today are
Then God ceased from that type of creative work. (Genesis what created everything.
2:2)
Due to God’s curse, nothing today is as it was created.
Things do change but the change is in the direction
of deterioration rather than higher complexity
(Romans 8:20-23)

Creatures are still evolving today,
though it is too slow to observe it.

A universal flood accounts for many fossil finds
the world over. (Genesis 7:6)

Millions of years of competition, death, and disease
account for most fossils.

Plants were created before the sun. (Genesis 1)

Plants evolved billions of years after the sun.

Birds were created before the reptiles. (Genesis 1)

Reptiles evolved before the birds.

All people are afflicted with original sin.
This accounts for bad behavior. (Psalm 51:5)

All people are the result of millions of years of the survival
of the fittest. This accounts for bad behavior.

Everything was created for a reason.
The overall purpose is God’s glory.

Everything is the result of a great cosmic accident.
Life, including yours, has no purpose or meaning.

Jesus was the second Adam sent by God
to rescue us from the results of the first Adam. (Romans
5:17)

There was no real Adam.
Therefore, there is no need for any savior
from original sin.

Ultimately, Biblical Revelation and Evolutionary Theory ... Disagree concerning Jesus!
• Evolutionary theory impacts more than just the doctrine of creation.
•
•

•

If there was no real Adam who plunged the world into sin,
then there is no need for a Savior to rescue us from original sin.
Yet, our need for a Savior is obvious. (All we have to do is look at the behavior of people like ourselves.)
Thankfully, the Bible identifies Jesus of Nazareth as the “Second Adam,”
whose perfect life, innocent death, and glorious resurrection accomplish our salvation.

Spring Cleaning at Peace
About 40 members came out on Saturday, April 24th, for a clean-up day at Peace. The weather was a bit cold
outside, but that didn’t stop us from giving a good deep cleaning to the sanctuary, preschool, kitchen and
fellowship hall. We had a number of children out that day to help with washing windows and picking up
sticks and debris on the lawn. Thanks to everyone who participated, the building and grounds look great
thanks to your help!

Update on our giving to the Lord’s Work at Peace
The Lord has blessed Peace Lutheran Church. In recent years, we have expanded pastoral staff, built
a new addition, remodeled the sanctuary and added many families who have a strong desire for
Christian Education. God continues to work through His Word and gathering people with us to grow
in faith and godly living. All of these changes are wonderful and we thank God for them. These
changes do present some financial challenges.
Knowing the difficulty of the increased cost of these changes, we set aside $50K from our loan in
2018 to give us a budgetary buffer as we worked to increase our offerings. For the last two years we
have fallen short of our actual financial needs by $20K to $30K per fiscal year. Because of this, that
buffer has now been used up. It is clear that we must act to make an adjustment to our budget so
that we do not fall too far into debt.
Our Stewardship Board has brought a recommendation forward to the Church Council to make a
change in our tuition assistance for member students attending Mt. Olive and Risen Savior Schools.
The recommendation is to increase the amount Peace families pay to send their children to these
schools by $300 per student per year, with the increase being capped at $900 per family.
Current 2020/2021 tuition assistance budgeted: $216,545 (85 students)
Proposed 2021/2022 tuition assistance budget: $184,352 (85 students)
• Includes increased Peace discount from Mt. Olive and enrollment changes of -$8,193
• Includes $300 per student tuition increase ($900 family max) of -$24,000

Current Budget for Fiscal Year 2021
Average General Offerings needed per week based on annual budget: $13,100
Average General Offerings received per week to date: $11,398
“He who provides seed to the sower and bread for food will provide and multiply your seed for
sowing, and will increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so
that you may be generous in every way, which produces thanksgiving to God through us.”
2 Corinthians 9:10-11
Please continue to keep the financial needs of Peace in your prayers and in your budget.

Peace Adult Group - Escape Room
Imagine being locked in a room together with seven
or eight other people and the clock is ticking,
decipher the clues, find the combination to the lock,
put the pieces together in order to make your escape.
This was the experience of our adult group this
month down at Kato Escape. It was a challenge, and
one group was even handcuffed together at the start,
but all found a way to escape before the hour was up!
Many also enjoyed a time of fellowship at various
restaurants in downtown Mankato following the
event.
Interested in joining us for our next Peace Adult
Group Event? Keep posted about our June event, a
Taste and Tour at Chankaska Winery in Kasota.

The Peace Egg Hunt was back!
We were grateful to God for beautiful weather
this year to hold our annual Peace Egg Hunt on
Easter Sunday. Over 100 children participated
in our Easter Egg Hunt this year at Peace.
Volunteers stuffed and hid over 2,000 eggs in
the lawn. Thanks to everyone who helped to
make this event so special for the kids!

Peace Bookshelf - Featured Books
Start a Tradition of Daily Devotions
Growing up in a house with a lot of kids, I always remember suppertime as
that one time of day when everyone could gather for a meal. Despite our
different school and work schedules we’d usually all be home for supper. It
was a great time each day to be together as a family, but, more importantly,
it was a great time each day to study God’s Word together. I remember after
supper we would say a prayer of thanks and Dad would open up a devotion
book. It usually was one that covered the basic Bible stories or one that
applied Scripture to modern family life. We would end by saying the Lord’s
Prayer and singing a hymn. It was a great tradition, in fact its one that I’ve
continued with my own family today. I’d encourage you to start such a
tradition in your own family, whether you are single, married, or have a house
full of kids, why not designate time after supper or before bed to study God’s
Word?
If you’re looking for some help with devotional material checkout our New
Christian Bookshelf at Peace. There are some great materials available to get
you started.
For families, I would recommend: A Few Minutes with Jesus or At Home with
Jesus, both written by our preschool teacher, Joslyn Moldstad.
For young people, I would recommend: Cling to the Cross I & II by the ELS
Youth Board
For adults, I would recommend: Meditations or Together with Jesus by
Richard Lauersdorf

To watch our service live, go to:
www.peacemankato.com/livestreaming or
our Facebook page. The service will start
automatically when it is live (8:30AM regular
service).
For recorded services, go to:
www.vimeo.com/peacemankato and you can
choose which service you wish to watch.
Are you unable to care for your feet?
Your church home is offering a service to
help you care for your feet and toenails.
By appointment, a registered nurse, using sanitary
equipment, will soak and wash your feet, trim
toenails, and finish with a lotion foot massage. If the
nurse feels further medical attention is needed, she
may suggest an appointment with your health care
provider. This service is free; however, donations will
be accepted to go to a church cause.
For more information, or to set up an appointment,
please call Amy Jo Reiner at 507-340-2061.

Jesus and His Lambs painting (hanging
in the coffee area) is now available for you
to purchase as a print and enjoy in your
own home. All the proceeds from the sale
of these prints will be donated to the
preschool and will help fund more
projects like this. Contact Malia Wiley at
maliawiley@gmail.com to place an order.
ELS Military Monument – We live in a very troubled world. Most recently we have faced the COVID
pandemic. We face acts of terrorism at home and abroad that threaten our freedom. Yet, we
enjoy many freedoms in this country. Who do we depend on to protect us from, and face these
evil problems? The answer is obvious, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Jesus died on the cross
for the sins of the world and has won for us freedom from sin, the Devil, and eternal death. And
God the Father who has blessed us with the divine vocation of “warrior”. He calls these warriors
to protect and defend the earthly freedoms with which he has blessed us. Sadly, many times, these
brave men and women who have sacrificed so much for our freedom are all but forgotten and the
freedoms they defended taken for granted. As President Calvin Coolidge stated
while he was in office, “The nation that forgets its defenders will itself be
forgotten”. Our active military and veterans wrote a blank check when they took
the oath of service and pledged to defend our country when danger faces us. That
blank check included their willingness to serve, sacrifice and give their life if
necessary. “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends” John 15:13. This is a great opportunity for you and your family to
remember and honor those who served.
Please consider making a contribution to the ELS military monument to remember
and honor those who served. Until May 31st, your gifts to the project will be
matched dollar for dollar. See the graph of donations made thus far and prayerfully
consider contributing to this way of honoring those who have served or are serving,
be it a father, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, neighbor, friend or any acquaintance you
may have that served to protect your way of life. For more information, check out
www.els.org/monument.

The following was taken from
‘Martin Luther’s Little Instruction Book’:

SCRIPTURE ABOVE OUR PROOF
“An orthodox person gives the glory to
God and does not doubt that everything
has been put down well and correctly in
Scripture, even though he may not know
how to prove everything.”
†

†

†

Notes from New 2 You Family Thrift Store in North Mankato
Do you ever wonder why your kids grow out of everything so fast? Do you have an event
you need special clothes for, such as Prom, weddings, date nights, graduations? Do you
like to decorate your home? Do you spend time on crafts, knitting, sewing, scrapbooking,
soap or candle making? If your answer is yes to any of these questions you need to stop
by New 2 You. We have many sizes of soccer shoes for kids starting summer soccer soon
(if it ever warms up). We have Prom dresses and heels for the young gals. We have many
items for decorating your homes on a budget. And, of course, summer is approaching and we have summer
clothes for everyone. If you are golfer, we have a great selection of golf clothes.
If you want to save some money and support MVL and your church, stop by New 2 You first! MVL receives 75%
of our profits, the other 25% is divided between St. Mark’s, Mt. Olive, St. Paul’s, Peace, and Trinity (Nicollet)
Churches. Because each church benefits monetarily, we have opportunities for you to serve (volunteer) at New
2 You. The churches send volunteers on Saturdays, the schedule is as follows: 1st Saturday of month is Mount
Olive, 2nd is St. Mark’s, 3rd St. Paul’s, 4th is Trinity, Nicollet and 5th is Peace.
We have other opportunities we need help with:
Checking our electrical items to make sure they work before putting them on the sales floor. You can help any
day of the week. If you are retired and looking for something to get you out of the house a few hours a week,
this is perfect for you.
If you can’t volunteer but would like to help in other ways, we need the following items to help cut down on our
expenses allowing us to donate more money to MVL and your church.
Items needed:
Bottled water – smaller bottles that fit in our small apartment size refrigerator, for volunteers
Paper towel – any brand
Swim noodles – we cut them up and use them to prop up winter boots for display purposes.
Floor cleaner – we prefer Pine -Sol - Sam’s Club has two large bottles that last a month or two to keep our store
clean.
Toilet Bowl Cleaner – any brand
Toilet paper – any brand
Silver sharpies
Plain white computer paper
Packing tape in dispenser
2” Blue Tape
13 Gallon white trash bags (reinforced)
With summer approaching fast we are beginning to get busy and our volunteer needs keeps on growing. I hope
the Lord will lead you to help at New 2 You. We would love the help and it supports Christian Education. Call us
today at (507-385-1455) or email at New2youfamilythrift@gmail.com.
Christine Doering, Manager
Jen Salvey, Assistant Manager
New 2 You Family Thrift Store

Just a reminder of the option you have of using “electronic giving” for making
your regular church offerings or special fund offerings. Contributions can be
debited automatically from your checking or savings account or processed using
your debit or credit card (Peace is charged a larger percentage (up to 3.5%) of your
donation for card usage). The electronic giving program offers convenience for you
and much needed donation consistency for our congregation.
If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare
52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, this
program will allow your weekly offerings to continue in an uninterrupted basis.
You can set it up yourself by going to our website, www.peacemankato.com, click the “Online Giving” box
and put in your information. You choose how often you donate (weekly, monthly, certain date(s), etc.).

Serving the month of May:
Altar/Communion preparation
& Bob & Marilyn Paulsen and
22nd/23rd Kristen Hermanson
Ushers
st
6:00 PM
Sergio Salgado
1
8:15 AM
Rick Brennhofer
Marc Flygare
10:30
AM
Adie Harstad
2nd
Seth Grabow
12:00 PM
Phil Wels
Confirmation Service Mark Zenk
Jonathan Stadler
8th 6:00 PM
8:15 AM
Dave Kammerer
Zach Kammerer
9th 10:30 AM
Chris Harstad
Lucas Fricke
th
6:00 PM
Doyle Holbird
15
8:15 AM
Matt Bindert
Corey Olsen
16th 10:30 AM
Dan Holz
Brian Tiegs
nd
6:00 PM
Terry Field
22
8:15 AM
Joel Kom
Thomas Wosmek
Ben Kohls
23rd 10:30 AM
Ian Kohls
Malachi Kohls
th
6:00 PM
Phil Wels
29
8:15 AM
Matt Lukasek
Christian Moldstad
30th 10:30 AM
Devin Krienke
Ken Mellon
Counters
st
1 Sunday: Mike Madson & Todd Olsen
2nd Sunday: Phil Novak & Marilyn Paulsen
3rd Sunday: Chris Harstad & Brian Koch
4th Sunday: Jon Stadler & NEEDED
5th Sunday: Ernie Geistfeld & Karen Wold
8th/9th

Happy
Birthday!
Aria Cordes
1 years old
Isaac Hinkel
14 years old
Elijah Olsen
9 years old
Katelyn Novak
9 years old
Aubriana Bailey
9 years old
Kaylee Wolff
6 years old
Jack Krogman
3 years old
Ava Lemke
12 years old
Nyamuoch Ngut
5 years old
Judah DeWitt
10 years old
Amyah Bailey
6 years old
Henry Smith
8 years old
Harrison Smith
8 years old
Morgan Paulsen
17 years old
Renee Geving
17 years old
Gabriel Peters
3 years old
Wesley Michels
2 years old
Cheyenne Klockziem
12 years old
Malachi Kohls
16 years old
Caleb Hartwig
13 years old
Harrison Jones
4 years old
Gemma Lin
10 years old
Oliver Harding
14 years old
Also – Tony Cordes, Jessie Fries, Josh Jablon,
Jordan Smith, Sam Merritt, Dan Gerdes,
Aaron Merritt, Daniel Mundahl,
Helen Harstad, Becky Novak, Ben Bailey,
Caitlin Heyer. Emily Cook,
Greg Vandermause, Warren Kassuelke,
Tiffany Klockziem, Dana Gates,
Rebecca Schmeling, Ciara Beitlich,
Micah Wiley, Joel Kom, Joni Moldstad,
Malia Wiley, Blake Lindstrom.
May the Lord bless you,
today and always.

Wedding Anniversaries:
Josh & Amy McCabe
Phil & Becky Novak
Brian & Jami DeVos
Tom & Connie Schulz
Derek & Laura Meyer
Craig & Teresa Ferkenstad
Tim & Annette Schmeling

5/01/99 22 years
Greg & Sara Traylor
5/03/08 13 years
Brandon & Madeline Smith
5/05/07 14 years
Paul & Lynnea Bunkowske
5/13/78 43 years
Tony & Brittany Cordes
5/18/19
2 years
Ben & Haley Lundsten
5/20/79 42 years
Mark & Mary Peterson
5/22/99 22 years
Congratulations! May the Lord continue to bless you,
and may your Christian marriage serve as an inspiration to others.

5/22/04
5/23/20
5/25/13
5/26/19
5/28/11
5/31/19

17 years
1 years
8 years
2 years
10 years
2 years

