The Peace Messenger
Peace Lutheran Church
2090 Commerce Drive
North Mankato MN 56003

Worship Schedule
Sunday morning
8:15 & 10:30am
Serving Peace
Pastor Tim Hartwig
Cell – 507-382-6826
pastorhartwig@gmail.com
Pastor Matt Moldstad
Cell – 507-382-0045
pastormoldstad@gmail.com
Office - Karen Wold
Phone – 507-385-1386
karen@peacemankato.com
Church Council
President:
Joel Kom
Vice President:
Jason DeWitt
Secretary:
Terry Field
Spiritual Leadership:
Jeff Huber
Christian Education:
August Jeske
Property Management:
Jesse Wolff
Stewardship:
Dan Holz
Gospel Outreach:
Jonathan Stadler
Jesus’ Lambs Preschool
Joslyn Moldstad – 507-385-7752
joslynmoldstad@gmail.com
Crossed - Youth Group
www.peacemankato.org/crossed
crossedyouth@gmail.com

Special Interest Dates
2nd
Wreath Making 5p
3rd
Bake Sake for Missions
Youth – BLC Jazz Concert 4:30p
9th
ELS/WELS Singles Event 11a
10th
Youth - Hayride 3:30p
12th
Council Meeting 6:30p
17th New Members Received 8:15a
23rd
Mission Rally 9:00a
28-29th Preschool Harvest Festival
30th
Trunk or Treat 4p

Newsletter
October 2021

Take Out the Trash
Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you. 1 Peter 5:7
If you were asked to write down
your top-ten favorite places, it’s
hard to imagine “a landfill” making
anybody’s list. There’s nothing
pretty about a landfill. There’s
nothing attractive or inviting about
a place where trash is piled high
and deep. It’s no fun to be at a
landfill; all you can do is watch the
pile get bigger. And you certainly
wouldn’t want to take home any
souvenirs!

But, as ugly as it sounds, he wants
to do that by taking those burdens
onto himself. In fact, he already
has taken those burdens when
Jesus Christ bore the sins of the
whole world. He carried all of
them when he died on the cross.

But in 1 Peter 5:7,
God is inviting us (if
it can be said this
way) to treat him
like a landfill. “Pile it
up!” he says. “Keep
it coming! I can take
it! Cover me with it!”

Do you know people
who help others so
much
that
they
hardly have any time
left for themselves?
You can marvel at
how much they give
of themselves, how
many burdens they
carry for other people. But if you
would ever ask them how they can
possibly do so much to help others,
the answer might come back so
plainly, “I just love them.”

What kind of trash is God asking us
to cover him with? Anxiety. Worry
about the future. Stress of the
present. Burdens from the past. All
the things that pile up and make
life feel like an endless slog
through a murky, mucky swamp.
All the things that press hard and
cause pain, on the inside and the
outside.
God says, “Throw it all on me!” He
wants to take away all those
burdens. He wants to remove the
guilt from the sins of the past. He
wants to hold us up under the
stress of the present. He wants to
show us the way into the future.

He didn’t drop anybody’s burden
of sin. He didn’t leave anybody’s
out so that now they’re stuck
carrying their own.

God’s attitude toward you is so full
of love—so overflowing with
love—that no matter how many of
your burdens you pile on him, his
love will still spill out for you
through Jesus. So take out the
trash! Cast all your anxiety on Him
because He cares for YOU!
-ELS Board for Evangelism

Our Mission
The purpose of our congregation is to worship God, who gives life through Word and Sacrament; to serve one
another in love and fellowship; and to proclaim forgiveness and salvation to all through Jesus Christ alone.

Preschool News
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool welcomes Linus Londgren to our group. We now total 46 students,
filling 47 spots. We thank God for our increase.
We are off to an exciting start this school year with our first Bible stories of Jesus, our Good Shepherd
and the Creation of the World. The children learned how tragedy occurred in the Garden of Eden
when Adam and Eve fell into sin, leaving all of mankind to continue in that sin. Immediately, we saw
this when Cain murdered his brother Abel. In preschool, we talked about sin beginning in our hearts
and minds. We see how important it is to ask God to help us control sinful feelings, but also to say we
are sorry when we do sin and believe Jesus has forgiven us.
Exciting times continued with our treasure walk out into God’s wonderful world of our school
grounds, as we searched for leaves, sticks, acorns, stones, and grapes, We filled our bags and hearts to
the brim, reminding the children that God made all of this.
Our classroom work has been filled with songs and shapes, and of late, talking about the wonderful
bodies God gave us. This week we are delving into our 5 senses, starting first with Helen Keller, who
became blind and deaf at 6 months old. We learned how God helped Helen to learn and to have a full
life regardless of her malady. God helps us too, in all conditions.
In September, Hero the Zero became our favorite number, while M/W/F children are learning to
master the vowels and T/Th children are jumping into Aa with Alexander Alligator and Bb for Betsy
Bee. We look forward to Connie Cow and learning about The Farm.
The wonder of learning continues with our classroom games and outside play. We also enjoyed our
very first field trip to Pet Expo. We thank Samantha and Patrick for taking the time with our group as
we learned about rabbits, rats, mice, ferrets, gerbils, hamsters, guinea pigs, snakes, cockroaches,
chameleons, and fish. We thank all of our parents who were able to come with us on our field trip.
Please keep our preschool in your prayers as our class sizes have felt the affects of Covid, with
children missing from daily class. We also thank our parents for being so careful to keep little ones
home when they have the sniffles or a cough.
Jesus’ Lambs at Peace Preschool looks forward to singing in church on October 3rd. We also look
forward to our Harvest Festival October 28th and 29th. If anyone would like to volunteer to help with
the Harvest Festival, please contact Joslyn at joslynmoldstad@gmail.com. Please continue to save
HyVee receipts for our preschool!
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Treasure Walk – M/W/F AM

Pet Expo – M/W/F/PM

Pet Expo – M/W/F/AM

Pet Expo – T/TH AM

Call for Nominations for Candidates for President of Bethany Lutheran Theological Seminary
The Board of Regents of Bethany Lutheran Theological Seminary, Mankato, Minnesota, herewith issues to the
congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod this call for nominations for candidates for the position of
president of Bethany Lutheran Theological Seminary. Procedurally, the board shall ask the congregations of
the synod, through its official representatives (signed by the president/chairman and secretary), to submit
nominations for the office (ref. ELS Synod Handbook section 415 Article 2 item A1a).
Pursuant to the bylaws of the seminary, the candidate shall be an ordained pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran
Synod. Further, he shall have a shepherd’s heart, pastoral experience, traits for the development of the
seminary, leadership ability, and an interest sufficient for the direction of the academic affairs of the seminary.
The nominee will be proficient and qualified to teach in the areas of church history, dogmatics, and practical
courses. He will have a terminal degree or be willing to pursue one. Nominations should be sent to our church
council for approval, no later than Monday, October 11. Nominations can be emailed to our church council
president, Joel Kom at jdkom1@gmail.com.
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Did Moses Really Write the Pentateuch?
October 2021

Liberal theologians and secular professors foster
doubts that Moses (or any singular person) wrote the first
five books of the Bible. But, consider:
1. The word “Pentateuch” describes a singular work.
You can probably name the first five books of the Bible
without any trouble. Jews have always referred to these
five books as the “Torah”: a singular noun, typically
translated as “law.” Another name for these books is
“Pentateuch,” which is Greek. Like “Torah,” it is a singular
noun; “penta-“ recognizes that there are five parts making
up the whole.
“Pentateuch” means “the five-volume book.” The first
five books of the Bible are not a crazy quilt, stitched
together from scraps. While that has become the
“scholarly” way of looking at them, they are, in fact, one
complete, seamless work.
2. This singular work was written by a single person:
one real, flesh-and-blood human being—with a name.
No one today would deny that one person is capable of
writing a series of books. No one would deny the author’s
name or existence, either. Why shouldn’t this same
courtesy apply to Moses?
This question shows that the tradition of Moses
writing the first five books of the Bible is still alive despite
the “crazy quilt theory.” Around the world, several Bible
translations still list “First Moses” through “Fifth Moses”
instead of “Genesis–Deuteronomy” in their tables of
contents.
More important than what tradition says about who
wrote these books is what the Bible itself says. The Bible
consistently calls its first five books the “Law of Moses.”
The Bible also makes it clear that “Moses” is not just a
title, or an “it,” but a person:
For from ancient generations Moses has had in every city
those who proclaim him, for he is read every Sabbath in
the synagogues. (Acts 15:21)
In the New Testament, those who worked for the
Church and those who worked against the Church agreed
that Moses personally wrote the Pentateuch. St. Paul
referred to the “Law of Moses” in his sermons and epistles
(Acts 28:23; Romans 10:5; 1 Corinthians 9:9). St. Stephen
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was accused of speaking “blasphemous words against
Moses and God”; specifically, that “Jesus of Nazareth will
destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses
delivered to us” (Acts 6:11,14; see also: John 8:5, 9:28–
29).
Compare that “bad news” with the good news St.
Philip brought to his friend:
Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the
one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the
prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of
Joseph.” (John 1:45)
Philip’s words and actions reveal the most important
reason why you should be thankful for this question.
3. This question leads to Christ, who answers, “Yes.”
Jesus is the final authority on the authorship of the
Pentateuch. Through Him “we have the word of the
prophets made more certain” (2 Peter 1:19).
As Teacher, Jesus refers to the “Law of Moses” and
even the “Book of Moses” (John 7:23; Mark 12:26). To
those who work against Him, He speaks of Moses
personally:
There is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you have
set your hope. If you believed Moses, you would believe
me; for he wrote of me. (John 5:45b–6; cf. Mark 10:3,
Luke 20:37)
The Lord’s message to you is clear: inspired by the
Holy Spirit and recorded by Moses, the Pentateuch leads
not only to knowledge of Christ, but faith in Christ as your
Savior.
The person and work of Moses is fulfilled in the
person and work of Jesus Christ, the greater Prophet, who
personally redeemed and delivered God’s people from the
bondage of sin.
For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. (John 1:17)
Rev. Christian Eisenbeis is pastor at First Trinity Lutheran
Church, Marinette, Wisconsin.

Learn More:
www.els.org/apologetics

Adult Night Corn Hole Tournament
On Sept. 10th, twenty members of our Peace Adult Group got together for our fourth annual corn hole
tournament on the back lawn of the church. The weather was beautiful, and much fellowship and fun were
had by all. This year’s first place winners were Josh Ringen and David Bruckhoff, our second place winners
were Josh & Danielle Hoflock. Special thanks to Joni Moldstad, Jen Stadler, and Kristi Harding for organizing
this event.

Sunday School Kick-Off
On Sunday, Sept. 12th, we welcomed our members to join us for a Sunday School kickoff event. 66 students
joined us for Sunday School. (This was more than double our average attendance last year.) Following the
second service we enjoyed a picnic lunch with activities on the back lawn. A special thanks to Joni Moldstad
for organizing this event, as well as the Board of Education for set up and clean up.

Circuit 9 Women’s Mission Rally
Saturday, October 23, 2021 from 9:00 AM to 2:30 PM
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church
1123 Marsh St.
Mankato, Minnesota
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES ARE WELCOME! Age appropriate, mission focused, and enjoyable activities are
being planned for children of all ages in Mt. Olive’s ample facilities and the topics to be presented for the
adults will be of interest to both men and women.
Service Opportunity – (children’s) sunglasses, toothbrushes, toothpaste, and dental floss will be collected
throughout the circuit to be sent to Thoughts of Faith – dental program. Please consider reaching out to local
dental offices in your area to see if they would be willing to donate these dental hygiene items. Personal
contributions are also encouraged.
Registration and coffee ~ 9:00 AM
Rally Presenters:

Opening devotion: ~ 9:30 AM

World Missions Update: From the Board for World Outreach
Home Missions Update: From the Board for Home Outreach
Greetings from the ELS President: Pres. Glenn Obenberger
Hope to see you soon! Please indicate that you are coming on the sign-up sheet in the narthex.
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•

•
•

This past week you will be received your 10 for 10 commitment packet in the mail. Please read the
letter, use the planning tools included, and prayerful consider what your response will be.
We plan to gather the commitment cards on October 10th. Important note: your commitment cards
will not be opened. They will be placed near the altar for ten weeks and then returned to you
unopened for your prayerful reflection.
Please do not place offerings in your 10 for 10 commitment envelopes. The only thing that goes in that
envelope is your giving plan.
Continue to watch for further updates, devotional materials, and encouragement throughout the
coming months. May God guide you in your giving. “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his
mercy endures forever.” (Psalm 107:1)

Update on our giving to the Lord’s Work at Peace for 2021-22 Fiscal Year

Just a reminder of the option you have of using “electronic giving” for making
your regular church offerings or special fund offerings. Contributions can be
debited automatically from your checking or savings account or processed using
your debit or credit card (Peace is charged a larger percentage (up to 3.5%) of
your donation for card usage). The electronic giving program offers convenience
for you and much needed donation consistency for our congregation.
If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a year or
prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending
services, this program will allow your weekly offerings to continue in an uninterrupted basis.
You can set it up yourself by going to our website, www.peacemankato.com, click the “Online Giving” box
and put in your information. You choose how often you donate (weekly, monthly, certain date(s), etc.).
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Serving the month of October:
Altar/Communion preparation
Sarah Harstad/Terri Michaletz/Laura Smith
Communion Assistants
8:30AM
Paul Fries
Peter Londgren
10th
10:30 AM
Jonathan Stadler
Greg Vandermause
8:30AM
Matt Bindert
Eric Woller
th
24
10:30 AM
Jason DeWitt
Doyle Holbird
Ushers
8:30 AM
Josh Ringen
Eric Woller
3rd 10:30 AM
Doyle Holbird
Todd Olsen
8:15 AM
Keith Wiederhoeft
Matt Bindert
10th 10:30 AM
Devin Krienke
Rob Pipal
8:15 AM
Rick Brennhofer
Paul Bunkowske
Ken Mellon
17th 10:30 AM
Scott Pithan
Cody Pithan
8:15 AM
Brian DeVos
Brandon Evers
24th 10:30 AM
Jonathan Stadler
Josh McCabe
8:15 AM
Marc Flygare
Derek Harstad
31st 10:30 AM
Brian Tiegs
Philip Wels
Counters
st
1 Sunday: Todd Olsen & Jon Stadler
2nd Sunday: Phil Novak & Marilyn Paulsen
3rd Sunday: Chris Harstad & Brian Koch
4th Sunday: Phil Novak & Marilyn Paulsen
5th Sunday: Ernie Geistfeld & Karen Wold

10th/24th

WANT TO BE AN USHER?
Contact Corey Olsen at corey.olsen@blc.edu
WANT TO BE A COUNTER?
Contact Phil Novak at Philip.novak@mnsu.edu
(need more counters for either 2nd or 4th Sundays)
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Happy
Birthday!
Sarah Hartwig
11 years old
Eisley Lin
6 years old
Emmalynn Olsen
5 years old
Natalie Harstad
3 years old
Elie Wendinger
17 years old
Nataliya Chopp
8 years old
Allie Bach
5 years old
Adeline Risto
11 years old
William Kerkow
13 years old
Oliver Schuch
11 years old
Leo Harstad
14 years old
Isaac Hartwig
9 years old
Owen Manthe
12 years old
Amelia Ringen
4 years old
Bridger Woller
13 years old
Toby Londgren
2 years old
Colten Evers
10 years old
Also – Paul Wold, Ernie Geistfeld,
Jeanne Lorensberg, Emily Peters, Kari Loe,
James Londgren, Joslyn Moldstad, Ken Fenger,
Renae Donahue, Andy Madson, Aaron Donahue,
Mary Peterson, Doyle Holbird, Kristie Mize,
Kaia Wold, Megan Kassuelke, Joni Wiederhoeft,
Al Barnett, Jon Geistfeld, Aaron Bleess,
Zach Riehl, Rachel Olsen
May the Lord bless you always!

Wedding Anniversaries:
Nick & Emily Peters
10/01/05 16 years
Dave & Tammy Kammerer 10/02/93 28 years
Kory & Tara Meyers
10/04/14 7 years
Wayne & Kathy Karlsrud
10/07/89 32 years
Jeremy & Lori Blackwell
10/10/15 6 years
Jerad & Meghan Bach
10/12/13 8 years
Isaiah & Faith Allen
10/14/06 15 years
Rick & Karen Brennhofer
10/14/17 4 years
Lucas & Aline Fricke
10/15/18 3 years
Ben & Becky Bailey
10/16/10 11 years
August & Kaitlyn Jeske
10/17/15 6 years
Tim & Tonya Paulsen
10/17/98 23 years
Brandon & Jodi Evers
10/23/10 11 years
Larry & Judy Buck
10/30/71 50 years
Congratulations!
May the Lord continue to bless you,
and may your Christian marriage serve as an
inspiration to others.

Sign up your trunk at peacemankato.com/trunks or in the narthex.
Each decorated car asked to provide your own candy to hand out to treaters.
Sign up on the sheet in the narthex to volunteer for the event.
Drop off donated ‘emergency candy’ in the monster box in the narthex.
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Notes from New 2 You Family Thrift Store in North Mankato
October 2021
Fall is here and we are ready at New 2 You. We have winter coats, gloves, hats
for those chilly football games and lots of hunting clothes as well. We are sold
out on all the fall items already. We are sprinkling the store with Christmas
items. We have only 86 days until Christmas (from the 1st of October). We will
be featuring a NEW table where all items will be new and you could purchase
them for Christmas gifts, stocking stuffers.
On September 13th we had a Volunteer Recruitment Event at New 2 You. We had about 27 volunteers come
out for the event. We welcomed 4 new volunteers. We gave away 6 theme baskets and went through our new
volunteer training manual. We were able to donate 162 pounds of food to the Echo Food Shelf that our
volunteers brought to the event. Thank you to all who come out.
WE ARE HIRING: We need a paid employee to work 15 – 20 hours a week. The hours are very flexible You can
stop in and pick up an application. We would like to have that person in place by mid-October.
We still need volunteers, if you have an hour, a couple of hours or half a shift, which is 4 hours, we could use
you. We have now found two other volunteers to help with electronic and battery testing items. Thank you to
all who have volunteered for that.
Working Moms!! We could use your help on Saturdays. We need to fill in some time on Saturday. It is a great
way to shop and donate your time for Christian Education. Call me if you can help us. We are looking for 2-4
hours on a Saturday.
We had many great supply donations from you. THANK YOU. We could use the item’s below if you would be
gracious to donate. This allows us to give more monies to MVL and to your church instead of spending them
on supplies.
Items needed:
Paper towel
Tissue -Klennex
Bottled water – smaller bottles or larger for volunteers.
13 Gallon white trash bags (reinforced)
If the Lord is leading you to help at New 2 You, call us or stop in. We would love the help, and it supports
Christian Education. Call us today at (507-385-1455) or email at New2youfamilythrift@gmail.com.
Christine Doering, Manager
Jen Selvey, Assistant Manager

HY-VEE RECEIPTS - PRESCHOOL
Please save your Hy-Vee receipts and put them in the box in the preschool hallway.
OWLS CONVENTION
The Lutheran Convention for Seniors Sponsored by the OWLS will be held October 19-22 at the Best Western
Plus, New Ulm, and Martin Luther College. This is the first time the OWLS National Convention will be held in
New Ulm. All congregational members, whether you attend the convention sessions or not, are encouraged to
enter silent auction items for the convention, proceeds going to the European Civilian Chaplaincy. Any
questions about silent auction items can be addressed to TJ Fluegge at: flueggemtj@hotmail.com or by calling
507-359-2424.
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BETHANY AUXILIARY
The Mankato area chapter of the Bethany Auxiliary will meet on Tuesday, October 12, at 7 p.m. in Honsey Hall
room 129 on the Bethany campus. The featured speaker will be Lucas Fricke, Assistant Professor of Spanish
and Director of Esports. He will explain esports and its benefits for participating students at Bethany. Anyone
interested is welcome and encouraged to attend. Following the presentation members of the auxiliary will
conduct their usual business meeting.
SECRET SISTER
Women of Peace, if you would like to participate in the Secret Sister fun this year, please fill out a form in the
narthex by Friday, October 8th. You will be matched with your Sister on Sunday, October 12 th. The program will
go from October to December, and the Sister reveal will be at the women’s Christmas party. The goal is to
pray for and encourage your Secret Sister throughout the season. Once the program starts, a box will be
available in the narthex again to leave cards, notes, and gifts for your Sister, if you wish. If you have any
questions, please contact Rachel at rmoldstad@gmail.com.
ADULT CHOIR REHEARSALS
The choir will be rehearsing on Wednesdays at 6:00pm. Contact Katie Hartwig at mnhartwigs@gmail.com or
507-382-7566 with any questions about singing with the choir, or to let her know you will be joining.
ELS/WELS SINGLES MEET UP EVENT
Meet at Montgomery Orchard, 11 am on October 9th, weather permitting. Stay as long as you like. The address
is: 15953 State Hwy 99, Montgomery, MN 56069. www.montgomeryorchard.com. Corn maze, walking trails,
apple picking, etc. If you plan on going, please email rmoldstad@gmail.com
BETHANY AUXILIARY – MANKATO CHAPTER
The Mankato area chapter of the Bethany Auxiliary will meet on Tuesday, October 12 at 7 p.m. in Honsey Hall
room 129 on the Bethany campus. The featured speaker will be Lucas Fricke, Assistant Professor of Spanish
and Director of Esports. He will explain esports and its benefits for participating students at Bethany. Anyone
interested is welcome and encouraged to attend. Following the presentation members of the auxiliary will
conduct their usual business meeting.
HEBREW LANGUAGE CLUB
Prof. Adie Harstad will be teaching basic Hebrew at Peace on Sundays, from 1-2 PM. Please bring a notebook
and a pen or pencil. The classes will be informal and relaxed. Come as often as you can. If you have questions,
please contact Prof. Harstad: aharstad@blc.edu or Pastor Hartwig at pastorhartwig@gmail.com.
GROUPS PAGE
The Peace Groups page has been updated for Group 4 to sign up for October coffee and treats. We have the
challenge of 5 Sundays to cover. Please go to peacemankato/groups to download the PDF.
ADULT REC VOLLEYBALL IS BACK!
Join in on adult, coed, pick-up Volleyball games, Sunday nights at 7:30pm in the Mt. Olive Gym. No cost—
donations welcomed. Come get some exercise and have some fun! Any questions—Contact Brian Strom or the
Mt. Olive Office.
RISEN SAVIOR LUTHERAN SCHOOL LOOKING FOR ACCOMPANIST FOR STUDENTS
Risen Savior Lutheran School is looking for anyone who would be interested in accompanying the RSLS
children on Sundays when they sing. RS does not require, but recommends that they come to the school to
practice with the children. Link of their schedule:
www.peacemankato.com/accompanist
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“Moms supporting Moms in raising godly children”
Moms On a Mission Bible study (MOMs) begins September 29 th and 30th! There are two
opportunities for MOMs bible study this fall: Wednesday afternoons and Thursday mornings.
Both groups will be going through the study book, Enough for Now, by Sharla Fritz, a study
about focusing on the sufficiency of God and His grace. Participants will need a copy of this book and can
purchase it at the Bethany bookstore or online. If you have any questions, please contact one of the
facilitators listed below.
Moms On a Mission Bible Study exists to create a support group of Christian moms that meet to grow in their
relationships with the Lord, discuss parenting from a biblical perspective, and provide opportunity for
fellowship with others in the same stage of life. M.O.M.s is for any mother, any age.
When:

Wednesday Afternoon M.O.M.s
September 29-December 8
1-2:30pm,
NO CHILDCARE

Where:
Mt. Olive’s Fireside Room
Study:
Enough for Now, Sharla Fritz
Facilitator: Kristen Lukasek
(mattlukasek@yahoo.com)
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Thursday Morning M.O.M.s
September 30-December 9
8:30-10am (can drop children off in childcare at
8:10)
CHILDCARE PROVIDED
Peace Lutheran Church
Enough for Now, Sharla Fritz
Heidi Graham
(heidijennifergraham@gmail.com)
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