WELCOME
PEACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH – JANUARY 2, 2022

MEET US
Our family is loved by Christ and we love each other. We hold firmly to God’s
Word of truth, which convicts us of our sin and comforts us with God’s forgiveness
in Christ. We embrace the rich heritage of hymns and liturgy that has guided the
worship of the Church for generations. We are passionate about Christian
education, wanting young and old to grow in their knowledge of God’s Word. As
a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS), we enjoy fellowship with the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).

TODAY’S WORSHIP
There are many questions we might have concerning wise men. Who were they?
Where did they come from? What was this star? How did they know what it
meant? While we don’t know all of the answers, it is clear the wise men
recognized that the one whose birth it marked wasn’t just for the Jews, but their
Savior as well. And their response? They went to great lengths to worship the
Christ child. God invites us to do the same today.

VISITOR INFORMATION
Restrooms are located to the right as you leave the
sanctuary and are equipped with child changing
tables.
Parent Room is located on the left as you exit the
sanctuary doors. This room is equipped with a
livestream of the service.
For the hearing impaired, an induction loop is
provided. Just switch your hearing aid to “T”.
For other special needs or questions, our ushers are
here to assist you. Don’t hesitate to ask.

DIVINE SERVICE

RITE 2
P A G E 60

WE COME BEFORE THE LORD
HYMN
Verses 1-4 – All
Verse 5 – Women
Verse 6 – Men
Verses 7-8 – All

Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising │ ELH 128

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

CONFESSION OF SIN
Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God, our
Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord.
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I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord;

Let us bow before the Lord and confess our sins.
O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them, and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings
and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.
I ask each of you, in the presence of God who searches the heart: Do you confess that you
have sinned, and do you repent of your sins?
I do.
Do you believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed you from all your sins, and do you desire
forgiveness in His name?
I do.
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the
word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of our
Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit. May He comfort your heart by His holy Absolution, and strengthen you by
His Sacraments, that your joy may be full. Peace be with you!
Amen.
INTROIT
Behold, the Lord, the Ruler, has come, and the kingdom and the power and the glory are in
His hand. All kings shall fall down before Him, all nations shall serve Him. Give the King Your
judgments, O God, And Your righteousness to the King’s Son.

The Epiphany of Our Lord
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GLORIA PATRI

KYRIE ELEISON (LORD, HAVE MERCY)
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO (GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST)
Glory be to God on high:

The Epiphany of Our Lord
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SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.

The Epiphany of Our Lord
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PRAYER
Lord God, by the leading of a star, You once made known to the nations Your one and only
Son. Guide us, also, who know Him now by faith to come at last to the perfect joy of Your
heavenly glory; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
OLD TESTAMENT READING

Evangelical Heritage Version © 2019

The Queen of Sheba visits Solomon │ 1 Kings 10:1-9

1

The Queen of Sheba heard about Solomon’s fame, which was connected with the fame of
the LORD, so she came to test him with hard questions. 2She came to Jerusalem with a very
great entourage—with camels carrying spices and a large quantity of gold and precious
stones. She came to Solomon and told him everything that was on her heart. 3Solomon
answered all her questions. There was nothing hidden from the king that he could not
explain to her. 4The Queen of Sheba saw all the wisdom of Solomon, the house which he
built, 5and the food on his table. When she saw the council meeting of his officials, the
careful attention of his ministers, as well as their attire, his cupbearers, and the whole burnt
offerings which he offered at the House of the LORD, it took her breath away. 6She said to
the king, “The report I heard in my own country about your accomplishments and your
wisdom is true. 7I did not believe the report until I came and saw it with my own eyes. The
truth is, not even half of it was told to me! Your wisdom and wealth surpass the report
which I heard. 8Blessed are your men, blessed are your servants, who stand before you
continually hearing your wisdom! 9May the LORD your God be blessed, who was pleased to
put you on the throne of Israel. Because the LORD loves Israel forever, he made you king to
administer justice and righteousness.”
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PSALM

The Epiphany of Our Lord

Psalm 72
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VERSE OF THE DAY
Alleluia. Where is he who has been born King of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and
have come to worship him. Alleluia. Matthew 2:2
ALLELUIA

EPISTLE READING

Paul and Barnabas Preach to Gentiles │ Acts 13:46-49

46

Then Paul and Barnabas responded fearlessly, “It was necessary that God’s word be
spoken to you first. But since you reject it and consider yourselves unworthy of eternal life,
look: We are now turning to the Gentiles! 47For this is what the Lord has instructed us: I
have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the end of the
earth.” 48When the Gentiles heard this, they were rejoicing and praising the word of the
Lord. All who had been appointed for eternal life believed. 49And the word of the Lord was
being carried through the whole region.
GOSPEL READING

The visit of the Wise Men │ Matthew 2:1-12

1

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, when Herod was king, Wise Men from the east
came to Jerusalem. They asked, 2“Where is he who has been born King of the Jews? We saw
his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was
alarmed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4He gathered together all the people’s chief priests
and experts in the law. He asked them where the Christ was to be born. 5They said to him,
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“In Bethlehem of Judea, because this was written through the prophet: 6You, Bethlehem, in
the land of Judah, are certainly not least among the rulers of Judah: because out of you will
come a ruler, who will shepherd my people, Israel.” 7Then Herod secretly summoned the
Wise Men and found out from them exactly when the star had appeared. 8He sent them to
Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. When you find him, report to
me, so that I may also go and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on their
way. Then the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them, until it stood still over
the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced with overwhelming
joy. 11After they went into the house and saw the child with Mary, his mother, they bowed
down and worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts: gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. 12Since they had been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,
they went back to their own country by another route.
This is the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From there He shall come to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the
Forgiveness of sins, the Resurrection of the body, and the Life everlasting. Amen.
HYMN
SERMON

As with Gladness Men of Old│ ELH 168
Wise Men Go to Great Lengths to Worship the Christ Child │ Matthew 2:1-12
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WE GIVE THANKS
OFFERTORY VERSE
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OFFERING & FRIENDSHIP REGISTER
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER

The Epiphany of Our Lord
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PRAYER
Grant, we beseech You, Almighty God, unto Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom
which comes down from above, that Your Word, as becomes it, may not be bound, but have
free course and be preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast
faith we may serve You and in the confession of Your name abide unto the end; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now
and forever.
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BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

HYMN

Let Us All with Gladsome Voice │ ELH 134

WE THANK THOSE WHO SERVE
Organist
Ushers
Refreshments
The Epiphany of Our Lord

Crystal Foslien
Rob Paulsen & Nick Peters
Terry Field & Seth Grabow
Peace Group 1
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WEEKLY EVENTS

NEWS & NOTES

SUNDAY
Divine Service
Divine Service

For more detailed information concerning our news &
notes, visit peacemankato.com/news

8:15am
10:30am

TUESDAY
Solid Grounds
9:00am
Remove decorations 10:00am
Board of Education
6:00pm
Spiritual Leadership
7:00pm
FRIDAY
Men’s Bible Study

6:30am

SUNDAY
Divine Service w/ HC 8:15am
Bible Story Time
9:15am
Sunday School
9:25am
Adult Bible Class
9:30am
Divine Service w/ HC 10:30am

CHRISTMAS LETTERS FROM THE PASTORS
Please pick up your Christmas letters on the table by
the sanctuary doors. If you can’t find your letter,
please take one of the unaddressed letters next to
the box and let the office know your address.
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND ADULT BIBLE CLASS
There will not be classes on December 26 th and
January 2nd. Classes will resume on January 9th.
TAKE DOWN DECORATIONS
Jan 4 | 10am
PEACE ADULT GROUP
Jan 15 | 3-8pm
Rock climbing at MNSU Climbing Wall followed by
pizza at Jake’s Stadium Pizza. Cost is $15/person for
climbing. Limited to 30 people. If interested, sign up
here and give payment to Joni Moldstad:
peacemankato.com/climbing.
ELS YOUTH RETREAT
Jan 28-29
Our 7-12th grade youth are invited to a youth retreat
at Heritage Lutheran in Apple Valley, which includes
a trip to Nickelodeon Universe. For more details and
to sign-up go to: peacemankato.com/retreat.

2022 OFFERING ENVELOPES
Please stop and pick up your 2022 offering envelopes, available in the narthex. If you
can’t find your box, please email Karen at karen@peacemankato.com or leave a note
on her desk and let her know that you would like a box.

POINSETTIAS
If you ordered a poinsettia and would like to take it home now, please do.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Risen Savior Lutheran School, Minnesota
Valley Lutheran High School, Jesus Loves
Me Learning Center, Bethany Lutheran
College – peacemankato.com/news

JESUS’ LAMBS AT PEACE PRE-K
2-, 3- or 5-day sessions
Ages 3-5
Director: Joslyn Moldstad
507-385-7752
peacemankato.com/preschool
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ELS/WELS SINGLES GAME DAY
Food, fun, and fellowship on 1/15 from
noon-3pm at Peace. Bring favorite game
and ethnic dish to pass. Prizes for winners.
Questions - rmoldstad@gmail.com

CONTACT US
Office: 507-385-1386 Pastors:
Tim Hartwig & Matt Moldstad
karen@peacemankato.com
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